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(g) A liquid crystal display device and a method for manufacturing the same. 

(57) A liquid crystal display device of the present invention includes: two substrates facing each other, at 
least one of the substrates being transparent ; electrodes disposed on inside surfaces of the respective 
substrates; a display medium which is provided between the two substrates and formed of polymer 
walls (17) containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions (16) containing 
liquid crystal as their main component ; and a plurality of pixels, wherein the liquid crystal regions are 
partitioned by the polymer walls and are close to the substrates, portions of the liquid crystal regions 
close to the substrates being in parallel with the substrates, an interval a between the center of one 
liquid crystal region and the center of an adjacent liquid crystal region in a direction along the surface of 
the substrate is within a width of one pixel along the direction, and 80% or more of the intervals a satisfy 
the relationship : 3b/2 > a > b/2, where b is an average of the intervals a. 
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. BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention: 

5 The present invention relates to a liquid crystal display device in which a display medium having liquid crys- 

tal regions partitioned by polymer walls formed of a polymer is sandwiched between two facing substrates, 
and a method for producing the same. 

2. Description of the Related Art: 

10 

There are various kinds of display modes for a liquid crystal display device. For example, as liquid crystal 
display devices taking advantage of electro-optic effects, liquid crystal display devices of a twisted nematic 
(TIM) mode, a super twisted nematic (STN) mode, etc. using nematic liquid crystal molecules have been put 
to practical use. In addition, a liquid crystal display device using ferroelectric liquid crystal (FLC) has been pro- 
fs posed. These liquid crystal display devices require polarizing plates and an orientation treatment. 

Examples of liquid crystal display devices taking advantage of light scattering of liquid crystal, requiring 
no polarizing plates include a liquid crystal display device of a dynamic scattering (DS) mode or a phase change 
(PC) mode. 

In recent years, a liquid crystal display device requiring no polarizing plates or orientation treatment; i.e., 
20 a liquid crystal display device taking advantage of the birefringence of liquid crystal and electrically regulating 
a transparent state and an opaque state of the device has been proposed. According to the system of this type 
of liquid crystal display device, a display is performed as follows: 

When liquid crystal molecules are aligned by the application of a voltage, the ordinary refractive index of 
the liquid crystal molecules and the refractive index of a medium for supporting the liquid crystal molecules, 
25 such as a polymer coincide with each other, whereby a transparent state is obtained. On the other hand, when 
no voltage is applied to the device, light scattering is caused due to the turbulence of the orientation of the 
liquid crystal molecules. In this way, a display is performed. 

As a method for producing a light scattering type liquid crystal display device of this system, the following 
five methods have been proposed. 
30 (1) A display medium is obtained by making liquid crystal contained in polymer capsules (Japanese Na- 
tional Publication No. 58-501631). 

(2) Alight-curable or thermosetting resin and liquid crystal are mixed; and only the resin is deposited and 
cured. Then, liquid crystal regions in a spherical shape are formed in the cured resin (Japanese National 
Publication No. 61-502128). 

35 (3) The diameter of spherical liquid crystal regions is regulated (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication 
No. 3-72317). 

(4) A polymer porous film is impregnated with liquid crystal (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 
3-59515). 

(5) Beads formed of a polymer which become a source for light scattering are floated in liquid crystal pro- 
40 vided between two transparent electrodes disposed apart from each other (Japanese Laid-Open Patent 

Publication No. 3-46621). 

However, in the case of method (1), since the liquid crystal contained in the polymer capsule is in the form 
of an individual sphere, a drive voltage for changing the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules is varied 
depending upon each liquid crystal region. As a result a drive voltage for simultaneously operating all of the 

45 liquid crystal regions is increased, narrowing the application range of the liquid crystal display device. 

In the case of method (2), it is difficult to precisely regulate each diameter of the liquid crystal regions in 
a spherical shape although a phase separation method is used. 

In the case of method (3), it is difficult to precisely align the liquid crystal regions in a round shape in a 
planar manner although a phase separation method is used. 

so in the case of method (4), there are advantages in that appropriate resin materials and liquid crystal can 
be selected over a wide range, since a phase separation is not utilized when the liquid crystal regions are 
formed; and polymer porous films can sufficiently be purified. However, there are disadvantages in that each 
diameter of the liquid crystal regions in a round shape cannot sufficiently be regulated; and the liquid crystal 
regions cannot precisely be positioned in a direction along the surface of the substrate. 

55 in the case of method (5), although the intensity of light scattering is large, it is difficult to uniformly dis- 
perse the beads and to cause light scattering at almost the same level in each pixel, resulting in the likelihood 
of an uneven display. 

As described above, in a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device using polymer type liquid crystal, 
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•in which liquid crystal regions are dispersed, it has been difficult to form the liquid crystal display regions in a 
uniform manner and to precisely regulate the position of the liquid crystal regions in a direction along the sur- 
face of the substrate. Thus, the liquid crystal regions have a variety of different diameters and the distribution 

5 thereof is not uniform. In addition, because of the difficulty in precisely positioning the liquid crystal regions, 
the drive voltage for each liquid crystal region is different. This results in a threshold value characteristic curve 
which is not steep and the drive voltage becomes relatively high. Moreover, a number of small liquid crystal 
regions having low light scattering ability are present, so that contrast in the resulting display is relatively low. 
Since the shape of the liquid crystal regions is not uniform and it is difficult to regulate the position of the 

10 liquid crystal regions in a direction along the surface of the substrate, a large screen cannot be obtained under 
a high precision condition. Moreover, in the case where a simple matrix drive method, in which signals are 
turned on/off to obtain an average signal and a liquid crystal display device is driven by the average signal, is 
used for the polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device, a duty ratio (i.e., a ratio of time during which each 
signal is turned on) cannot be made large. 

15 Furthermore, in the polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device, it is difficult to perform orientation 
treatment. The reason for this is described as follows: 

An example of an orientation treatment method is proposed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 
3-52843 and "Liquid crystal", Vol. 5, No. 5, p. 1477, (1989). According to this method, a magnetic field, an elec- 
tric field, etc. are applied to a liquid crystal display device during a production stage while a polymer is formed 

20 by the polymerization. However, in this method, since the surface of the polymer is not directly subjected to 
an orientation treatment, the orientation regulating ability is weak. In addition, liquid crystal molecules are 
aligned only in one direction, so that this method cannot be applied to modes such as a TN mode and an STN 
mode, in which liquid crystal molecules should be aligned in different directions to each other along the facing 
sides of two substrates sandwiching the liquid crystal. 

25 Another example of an orientation treatment method is described in "Extended Abstracts", p. 320 (The 1 7th 
Liquid Crystal Forum). According to this method, liquid crystal molecules are indirectly oriented via polymer 
walls formed on substrates which are subjected to an orientation treatment. However, in this method, it is im- 
possible to prevent a polymer from remaining on the surface of an orientation film on the pixel electrodes, which 
makes it difficult to directly align liquid crystal molecules and remarkably decreases an orientation regulating 

30 ability in the same way as in the above-mentioned method. This causes serious practical problems in the use 
of a liquid crystal display device obtained by using this method. 

Moreover, as described above, in a liquid crystal display device which uses ferroelectric liquid crystal, re- 
quiring polarizing plates and an orientation treatment, a smectic (SmC*) phase is utilized for the purpose of 
causing spontaneous polarization. The regularity of this phase structure is closer to that of crystal, compared 

35 with that of a nematic phase, so that the smectic phase is weak against a physical shock. In order to solve 
this problem, it is considered that a physical shock is alleviated by dispersing ferroelectric liquid crystal in a 
polymer. However, this method is not put to practical use since it is difficult to perform an orientation treatment 
in the polymer. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication Nos. 63-264721 and 264722 propose a method for aligning fer- 
40 roelectric liquid crystal molecules in a polymer. According to this method, a polymer in which ferroelectric crys- 
tal is dispersed is formed on a film and is subjected to u niaxial stretching, whereby the ferroelectric liquid crystal 
molecules are aligned. However, in this method, since a number of interfaces between liquid crystal regions 
and the polymer walls are present in one pixel, linearly polarized light which is incident upon a liquid crystal 
display device is scattered and part of the light is depolarized. As a result, the opaque level of the liquid crystal 
45 display device is decreased, which causes deteriorated contrast. In the same way, this problem is caused in 
other display modes requiring polarizing plates, such as the TN mode, the STN mode, and the electrically con- 
trolled birefringence (ECB) mode. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication Nos. 59-201021 , 61-205920, and 3-192334 disclose that in order 
to provide shock resistance of an FLC, polymer walls are formed by photolithography on a substrate material 
so subjected to an orientation treatment to form a cell, and then liquid crystal is injected into the cell. However, 
according to this method, independent liquid crystal areas cannot be formed and cell thickness cannot be regu- 
lated with precision. 

As described above, it is difficult to conduct an orientation treatment simultaneously with dispersing a liquid 
crystal material in a polymer. Even though the orientation treatment can be conducted, contrast is remarkably 
55 decreased due to the depolarization caused by light scattered on the interfaces between the liquid crystal and 
the polymer. The reason why it is difficult to conduct the orientation treatment is that the polymer enters be- 
tween the substrate and the liquid crystal when the liquid crystal is dispersed in the polymer. The light scat- 
tering caused on the interfaces between the liquid crystal and the polymer can be prevented by decreasing 
the interfaces between the liquid crystal in the pixels and the polymer as much as possible and by making at 
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•least one liquid crystal region present in one pixel (i.e., regulating the position and size of the liquid crystal 
regions). However, at the present time, the liquid crystal regions are naturally formed (i.e., the liquid crystal 
regions are formed under the condition that the position and size thereof are not regulated). Moreover, a liquid 

5 crystal display device using FLC has the problem of low shock resistance as described above. 

The liquid crystal display devices obtained by the above-mentioned five methods (1) to (5) are light scat- 
tering type devices, and thus, these devices cannot be applied to the non light scattering type liquid crystal 
display devices of a TN mode, an STN mode, an ECB mode, etc. 

In addition, for example, Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2-153318 discloses that display 

10 areas of a liquid crystal display device are limited in a polymer by using a photomask. According to this method, 
transparent portions cured by light irradiation and uncured portions covered with the photomask are divided 
while a voltage is applied between electrodes. Then, the photomask is removed, and the uncured portions are 
cured to form scattering portions. The display device thus obtained is manufactured in view of a display of an 
independent pattern. When an electrical field is applied to the device, the light scattering portions become 

15 transparent, whereby the entire cell becomes transparent However, in this method, the shape of liquid crystal 
is not regulated by the photomask. 

Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 59-226322 discloses that a mixture containing a polymer ma- 
terial and a liquid crystal material is dissolved in a solvent, and the solvent is removed from the obtained sol- 
ution, whereby a phase separation is conducted between the polymer and the liquid crystal. 

20 Furthermore, Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2-116824 discloses a method for fixing liquid 
crystal regions on polymer walls in a liquid crystal display device. According to this method, a liquid crystal 
material and a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound having a liquid crystalline functional group attached 
to its side chain are dissolved in a solvent. Then, the solution thus obtained was coated onto the surface of a 
substrate. After that, the solvent is removed, whereby a phase separation is conducted between the liquid crys- 

25 tal material and the liquid crystalline polymer to fix the liquid crystal regions on the polymer walls. 

In the case of the respective above-mentioned suggested methods, unreacted monomers or oligomers 
remain in the liquid crystal regions of the polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device. Due to these remain- 
ing substances, the viscosity of the liquid crystal is high. As a result, the response speed is low. In order to 
overcome this problem, Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication Nos. 4-14015 and 4-168422 disclose the use 

30 of a resin material of a fluorine type for the purpose of decreasing the drive voltage and improving the electrical 
holding ratio. However, when a liquid crystal display device is manufactured by using a resin material of a flu- 
orine type, the response speed t r under and applied voltage is increased due to the presence of the fluorine 
atoms on the interfaces between the liquid crystal and the resin. In contrast, the response speed x d under no 
applied voltage is decreased, since the driving force (interaction (orientation regulating ability) between the 

35 polymer material and the liquid crystal material) for making the liquid crystal return to the original state is weak- 
ened. 

Examples of a material generally used as a liquid crystal material include cyanobiphenyl type materials 
and cyanopyrimidine type materials having a CN group in its molecule. Those materials are disclosed in Jap- 
anese Laid-Open Patent Publication Nos. 2-28284, 2-75688, 2-85822, and 2-272422 to 2-272424. However, 

40 this CN group is polarized, has strong reactivity, and facilitates the introduction of the impurities of the entire 
system into the liquid crystal material. Because of this, there is a problem that in the manufacturing process 
for a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device which has a number of chances to come into contact with 
other compounds, the liquid crystal display device thus obtained cannot maintain a high electrical holding ratio 
(90% or more). Moreover, in the case where the polymerizable material contained in a mixture of the liquid 

45 crystal material and the polymerizable material is cured to cause a phase separation between the liquid crystal 
and the polymer, reactive sites of the liquid crystal and the polymerizable material coexist in the mixture, which 
damages the liquid crystal to remarkably decrease the electrical holding ratio. 

Furthermore, in a method for causing a phase separation between the liquid crystal and the photosetting 
resin by curing the photosetting resin, it is easy to regulate the size of liquid crystal regions; however, an un- 

50 reacted monomer remains in a display medium containing the liquid crystal and the resin, and the strength of 
the polymer walls formed of the resin is not sufficient. Thus, electro-optic characteristics of the obtained cell 
is varied due to thermal change. In addition, there is a problem in that the adhesion between the substrate 
and the polymer dispersed liquid crystal material is low, so that the polymer dispersed liquid crystal material 
is partially peeled off from the substrate due to the contraction of the resin. 

55 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

A liquid crystal display device of the present invention includes: 

two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent; 

4 



EP0 568 355 A2 



electrodes disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; 

a display medium which is provided between the two substrates and formed of polymer walls and liquid 
crystal regions partitioned by the polymer walls; and 
5 a plurality of pixels, 

wherein an interval a between a center of one liquid crystal region and a center of an adjacent liquid 
crystal region in a direction along a surface of the substrate is within a width of one pixel along the direction, 
and 80% or more of the intervals a satisfy the relationship: 3b/2 > a > b/2, where b is an average of the intervals 
a. 

10 In another aspect of the present invention, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device hav- 
ing a plurality of pixels, includes the steps of: 

providing a mixture containing a photopolymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material between a 
pair of substrates, two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent, electrodes 
being disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; and 
15 irradiating light to the mixture with a light intensity distribution in which light intensity of at least one por- 

tion of each pixel is 90% or less of a maximum illuminance in a circular area which corresponds to 10 times 
the pixel area and whose center is situated in a center of the pixel. 

In one embodiment, a photomask having a pattern with regularity is placed on the transparent substrate, 
and light is irradiated through the photomask to the mixture provided between the substrates. 
20 In another embodiment, the pattern with regularity is formed on the photomask, and the pattern covers 
30% or more of at least each pixel. 

In another embodiment, the pattern with regularity is formed on the photomask, a minimum repeating unit 
of the pattern has a size within a circle having a diameter in the range of 1 \im to 50 p.m, and an interval between 
a center of one unit and a center of an adjacent unit is in the range of 1 \xm to 50 urn. 
25 In another embodiment, the photomask having a pattern with regularity is placed inside one of the sub- 
strates, and light is irradiated through the photomask to the mixture provided between the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the pattern with regularity is formed on the photomask, and the pattern covers 
30% or more of at least each pixel. 

In another embodiment, the pattern with regularity is formed on the photomask, a minimum repeating unit 
30 of the pattern has a size within a circle having a diameter in the range of 1 urn to 50 urn, and an interval between 
a center of one unit and a center of an adjacent unit is in the range of 1 urn to 50 iim. 
In another aspect of the present invention, a liquid crystal display device includes: 
two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent, electrodes disposed 
on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; and 
35 a display medium which is provided between the two substrates and formed of polymer walls containing 

a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions containing liquid crystal as their main component; 

wherein the liquid crystal regions are partitioned by the polymer walls and are close to the substrates, 
portions of the liquid crystal regions close to the substrates being in parallel with the substrates. 

In one embodiment, an orientation direction of a plurality of liquid crystal molecules contained in each of 
40 the liquid crystal regions is concentric along the polymer walls within a plane which is in parallel with the sub- 
strates. 

In another embodiment, each of the liquid crystal regions has a plurality of liquid crystal domains and an 
orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is concentric along the polymer walls within a plane 
which is in parallel with the substrates. 

45 In another embodiment, each of the liquid crystal regions has an inside liquid crystal domain situated in 
a center thereof, a polymer region surrounding an outside of the inside liquid crystal domain, and a plurality 
of outside liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer region; and the respective outside liquid 
crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystal regions have a plurality of liquid crystal domains, and an orien- 

50 tation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is different within a plane which is in parallel with the sub- 
strates. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystal regions have a polymer region positioned in the center thereof 
and a plurality of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer region, and the respective liquid 
crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 
55 In another embodiment, the liquid crystal display device of the present invention includes a plurality of 

pixels, and the liquid crystal regions are provided in at least one pixel. 

In another embodiment, at least one liquid crystal region contained in the pixel has a size of 30% or more 
of the pixel size. 

In another embodiment, an orientation direction of a plurality of liquid crystal molecules contained in each 
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.of the liquid crystal regions is concentric along the polymer walls within a plane which is in parallel with the 
substrates. 

In another embodiment, each of the liquid crystal regions has a plurality of liquid crystal domains, and an 
5 orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is concentric along the polymer walls within a plane 
which is in parallel with the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystal regions have an inside liquid crystal domain positioned in a center 
thereof, a polymer region surrounding an outside of the inside liquid crystal domain, and a plurality of outside 
liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer region; and the respective outside liquid crystal 
10 domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystal regions have a plurality of liquid crystal domains, and an orien- 
tation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is different within a plane which is in parallel with the sub- 
strates. 

In another embodiment the liquid crystal regions have a polymer region positioned in a center thereof and 
15 a plurality of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer region; and the respective liquid 
crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

in another embodiment, a liquid crystal display device of the present invention includes a plurality of pixels, 
and two or more of the liquid crystal regions are entirely or partially provided in one pixel. 
In another embodiment, the pixel has a longitudinal side of 200 iim or more. 
20 In another embodiment, an orientation direction of a plurality of liquid crystal molecules contained in the 
liquid crystal regions are concentric along the polymer walls within a plane which is in parallel with the sub- 
strates. 

In another embodiment, each of the liquid crystal regions has a plurality of liquid crystal domains, and an 
orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is concentric along the polymer walls within a plane 
25 which is in parallel with the substrates. 

In another embodiment, each of the liquid crystal domains has an inside liquid crystal domain positioned 
in a center thereof, a polymer region surrounding an outside of the inside liquid crystal domain, and a plurality 
of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer region; and the respective outside liquid crystal 
domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 
30 In another embodiment, the liquid crystal region has a plurality of liquid crystal domains, and an orientation 
direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is different within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

In another embodiment, each of the liquid crystal regions has a polymer region positioned in a center there- 
of and a plurality of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer region, and the respective 
liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 
35 In another embodiment, a plurality of liquid crystal molecules contained in each of the liquid crystal regions 
are aligned in a helical manner along a helical axis which is vertical with respect to the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the plurality of liquid crystal molecules contained in each of the liquid crystal re- 
gions are provided with a helical pitch of 15 \xm to 100 urn. 

In another embodiment, d x A n is in the range of 0.4 ^m to 1.1 iim; and a distance between the substrates 
40 is in the range of 3 \xrc\ to 1 0 urn, where d is a thickness between horizontal portions in each of the liquid crystal 
regions and A n is anisotropy of refractive index thereof. 

In another embodiment, the display medium has a structure in which a liquid crystalline compound is fixed 
in the vicinity of an interface between the liquid crystal region and the polymer wall. 

In another embodiment, anisotropy of dielectric constant As L of the liquid crystal region and anisotropy of 
45 dielectric constant As P of the liquid crystalline compound have a relationship of Ae L x As P < 0. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystalline compound has at least one of a fluorine atom and a chlorine 
atom and the liquid crystal region is formed from a liquid crystal material having at least one of fluorine atom 
and a chlorine atom in its molecule. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystalline compound has an optically active group in its molecule and 
so the liquid crystal region is formed from ferroelectric liquid crystal. 

In another embodiment, the polymer walls are formed in a liquid crystal state. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls contain a dichroic dye. 

In another embodiment, the polymer walls are formed in a liquid crystal state, and the polymer wails and 
the liquid crystal regions are in the same orientation when no voltage is applied to the display medium. 
55 in another embodiment, at least one of the substrates has an orientation film in contact with the display 
medium, and the polymer walls and the liquid crystal regions are in the same orientation, based on the orien- 
tation film. 

In another embodiment, the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls contain a dichroic dye. 

In another embodiment, anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae L of the liquid crystal region and anisotropy of 
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.dielectric constant Ae P of the liquid crystalline compound have a relationship of Ae L x Ae P < 0. 

In another embodiment, a remaining monomer ratio obtained from infrared absorption caused by a double 
bond between carbons in the polymer wall and infrared absorption caused by a carbonyl group of an ester in 
5 the polymer wall is 1 0% or less. 

In another embodiment, a light-intercepting mask is placed on one of the substrates so that light- 
intercepting portions of the mask cover portions where the substrate and the polymer walls are in contact with 
each other. 

In another embodiment, the light-intercepting mask is placed so that the light-intercepting portions thereof 
10 cover 50% or more of the respective portions where the substrate and the polymer walls are in contact with 
each other. 

In another embodiment orientation films are respectively formed on the electrodes mounted on the sub- 
strates. 

In another embodiment, the orientation films are uniaxially aligned by an orientation treatment 
15 In another embodiment, at least one of the orientation films contain a photopolymerization initiator. 
In another embodiment, a polarizing plate is provided outside of at least one of the substrates. 
In another aspect of the present invention, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device hav- 
ing a plurality of pixels, includes the steps of: 

providing a mixture containing a photopolymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material between a 
20 pair of substrates, two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent, and elec- 
trodes being disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates, thereby forming a cell; and 

irradiating the mixture with light under the condition that intensity of light is reduced in predetermined 
portions of the mixture, thereby forming a display medium between the substrates, the display medium having 
polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions containing liquid crystal 
25 as their main component. 

In one embodiment the predetermined portions correspond to at least one pixel, whereby the liquid crystal 
regions are provided in at least one pixel. 

In another embodiment an area of each of the predetermined portions corresponds to 30% or more of 
each pixel area, whereby at least one liquid crystal region contained in the pixel is made 30% or more of the 
30 pixel area. 

in another embodiment intensity of light is reduced by using a photomask, and the photomask is placed 
on the side of the display medium of one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the mixture is irradiated with light through a photomask, the photomask having 
a plurality of masking portions for forming the liquid crystal regions and each of the masking portion having 
35 at least one light transmission hole at least in a center thereof, whereby liquid crystal domains are formed in 
a radial manner in each of the liquid crystal regions. 

In another embodiment, the method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device of the present inven- 
tion uses a photomask having masking portions for forming the liquid crystal regions, each of the masking por- 
tions having a light transmission hole in a center thereof and light transmission slits disposed in a radial manner 
40 around the transmission hole. 

In another embodiment the mixture is irradiated with light while alternating a light-irradiating period and 
a non light-irradiating period. 

In another embodiment the mixture further contains a compound having effects for suppressing photo- 
polymerization. 

45 in another embodiment the display medium having walls containing a polymer as their main component 
and liquid crystal regions containing liquid crystal as their main component is formed between the substrates 
by irradiating light to all of the portions or part thereof excluding the pixels. 

In another embodiment light which is irradiated to all of the portions or part thereof excluding the pixels 
is linear light. 

50 in another embodiment, light irradiation to all of the portions or part thereof excluding the pixels is con- 
ducted while spot light in a dot shape is moved. 

In another embodiment intensity of light is reduced by using an insulating film formed on the electrode of 
one of the substrates, and the display medium having walls containing a polymer as its main component and 
liquid crystal regions containing liquid crystal as its main component is formed between the substrates by ir- 
55 radiating light to the mixture from the side of the substrate on which the insulating film is formed. 

In another embodiment the step of forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after pro- 
viding the mixture on one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, polarizing plates are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 

In another aspect of the present invention, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device hav- 
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Jng a plurality of pixels, includes the steps of: 

forming an orientation film containing a photopolymerization initiator on at least one of a pair of sub- 
strates, two substrates feeing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent, and electrodes being 
5 disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; 

subjecting the substrate on which the orientation film is formed to a rubbing treatment in one direction; 
providing a mixture containing a photopolymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material between 
the pair of substrates after the rubbing treatment; and 

forming a display medium having polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid 
10 crystal regions containing liquid crystal as their main component by curing the photopolymerizable compound. 
In one embodiment, the photopolymerizable compound contained in the mixture contains a liquid crystal- 
line compound having at least one polymerizable functional group in its molecule. 

In another embodiment, a compound having a polymerizable functional group, at least one of a fluorine 
atom and a chlorine atom in its molecule is used as the liquid crystalline compound, and a liquid crystal material 
15 having at least one of a fluorine and a chlorine atom in its molecule is used for the liquid crystal regions. 

In another embodiment, a compound having a polymerizable functional group and an optically active group 
in its molecule is used as the liquid crystalline compound, and ferroelectric liquid crystal is used for the liquid 
crystal regions. 

In another embodiment, UV-rays are irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal re- 
20 gions are to be formed become weak light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the photopoly- 
merizable compound. 

In another embodiment, weak light-irradiated regions are formed by using a photomask, and the photo- 
mask is placed on the side of the display medium of one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the step of forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after pro- 
25 viding the mixture on one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, polarizing plates are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 
In another aspect of the present invention, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device hav- 
ing a plurality of pixels, includes the steps of: 

forming a thin film pattern containing a photopolymerization initiator on one surface of at least one of 
30 a pair of substrates, the substrates respectively having electrodes and at least one of the substrates being 
transparent; 

providing a mixture containing a polymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material between the pair 
of substrates, at least one of the substrates having the thin film pattern, thereby forming a cell; and 

forming a display medium between the substrates by curing the polymerizable compound, the display 
35 medium having polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions con- 
taining liquid crystal as their main component. 

In one embodiment, the polymerization initiator is a photopolymerization initiator, the polymerizable com- 
pound is a photopolymerizable compound, a photomask allowing 50% or more of the thin film pattern to be 
exposed is placed outside of one of the substrates, and light is irradiated to the photopolymerizable initiator 
40 and the photopolymerizable compound through the photomask to cure the photopolymerizable compound. 

In another embodiment, the photopolymerizable compound contained in the mixture contains a liquid crys- 
talline compound having at least one kind of polymerizable functional group at its molecule. 

In another embodiment, a compound having a polymerizable functional group, and at least one of a fluorine 
atom and a chlorine atom in its molecule is used as the liquid crystalline compound; and a liquid crystal material 
45 having at least one of a fluorine atom and a chlorine atom in its molecule is used for the liquid crystal regions. 
In another embodiment, a compound having a polymerizable functional group and an optically active group 
in its molecule is used as the liquid crystalline compound and ferroelectric liquid crystal is used for the liquid 
crystal regions. 

In another embodiment, UV-rays are irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal re- 
so gions are to be formed become weak light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the polymerizable 
compound. 

In another embodiment, the polymerization initiator is a heat polymerization initiator, the polymerizable 
compound is a heat polymerizable compound, and the heat polymerization initiator and the mixture are heated 
to cure the heat polymerizable compound. 
55 in another embodiment the step of forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after pro- 
viding the mixture on one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, polarizing plates are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 

In another aspect of the present invention, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device hav- 
ing a plurality of pixels, includes the steps of: 
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providing a mixture between a pair of substrates feeing each other, thereby forming a cell, at least one 
of the substrates being transparent, electrodes being disposed on inside surfaces on the respective substrates, 
the mixture containing a liquid crystal material, a polymerizable liquid crystalline material having a liquid crys- 
5 talline functional group in its molecule, a polymerizable compound, and a polymerization initiator, anisotropy 
of dielectric constant Ae L of the liquid crystal material and anisotropy of dielectric constant Aep of the polymer- 
izable liquid crystalline material having a relationship of Ae L x As P < 0, and 

forming a display medium between the substrates by polymerizing the polymerizable compound, the 
display medium having polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions 
10 containing liquid crystal as their main component, providing the liquid crystalline functional groups in the liquid 
crystal regions to fix a liquid crystalline polymer on the polymer walls. 

In one embodiment, the polymerizable compound is a photopolymerizable compound, the polymerization 
initiator is a photopolymerization initiator, and the polymerizable compound is optically polymerized. 

In another embodiment, UV-rays are irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal re- 
ts gions are to be formed become weak light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the mixture. 

In another embodiment, the weak light-irradiated regions are formed by using a photomask, and the pho- 
tomask is placed on the side of the display medium of one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the polymerizable compound is a heat polymerizable compound, the polymeriza- 
tion initiator is a heat polymerization initiator, and the polymerizable compound is polymerized by heating. 
20 In anther embodiment, a compound having at least one of a fluorine atom and a chlorine atom in its mol- 
ecule is used as the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable liquid crystalline material. 

In another embodiment, the step of forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after pro- 
viding the mixture on one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, the step of forming a cell includes the steps of: 
25 coating the mixture onto one of the substrates, the mixture further containing a solvent capable of ho- 

mogeneously dissolving the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable liquid crystalline material; 

removing the solvent from the mixture coated onto one of the substrates by evaporation to provide the 
liquid crystalline functional groups in the liquid crystal regions, thereby f being a liquid crystalline compound on 
the polymer walls; and 
30 placing the other substrate on the substrate on which the mixture is coated. 

In another embodiment, polarizing plates are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 
In another aspect of the present invention, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device hav- 
ing a plurality of pixels, includes the steps of: 

providing a mixture between a pair of substrates feeing each other, thereby forming a cell, at least one 
35 of the substrates being transparent, electrodes being disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates, 
the mixture containing a liquid crystal material, a photopolymerizable compound, photopolymerization initiator, 
and a radical generating agent; 

irradiating light to the mixture to cause a phase separation, thereby obtaining a state in which liquid crys- 
tal regions are dispersed in the polymer walls; and 
40 thermally decomposing the radical generating agent by heating the display medium. 

in another embodiment, UV-rays are irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal re- 
gions are to be formed become weak light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the polymerizable 
compound. 

In another embodiment, the weak light-irradiated regions are formed by a photomask, and the photomask 
45 is placed on the side of the display medium of one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, a liquid crystal material of at least one of a fluorine type and chlorine type is used 
as the liquid crystal material. 

In another embodiment, the photopolymerizable compound contains a photopolymerizable liquid crystal 
compound. 

so in another embodiment the step of forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after pro- 
viding the mixture on one of the substrates. 

In another embodiment, polarizing plates are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 
Thus, the invention described herein makes possible the advantages of (1 ) providing a light scattering type 
liquid crystal display device in which liquid crystal regions in a drop shape, each having the same diameter, 

55 are formed with regularity in a direction along a surface of a substrate and which has a steep threshold char- 
acteristic curve and excellent contrast, and a method for manufacturing the same; (2) providing a non light scat- 
tering type liquid crystal display device in which liquid crystal regions are formed under the condition that the 
size of liquid crystal regions is adjusted with respect to pixels, and a method for manufacturing the same; (3) 
providing a liquid crystal display device in which the response speed is sufficiently improved and a high elec- 
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.trical holding ratio is maintained, and a method for producing the same; (4) providing a liquid crystal display 
device in which unreacted substances such as an unreacted monomer remaining in a display medium is re- 
duced so as not to cause peeling between the substrate and the display medium, and a method for manufac- 

5 turing the same; (5) providing a liquid crystal display device in which each liquid crystal region can be provided 
with respect to pixels without a photomask by causing a phase separation between the liquid crystal and the 
polymer without allowing the liquid crystal and the polymer to be mixed with each other; and (6) providing a 
liquid crystal display device which can greatly contribute to the improvement of shock resistance of the liquid 
crystal display device using ferroelectric liquid crystal, and a method for manufacturing the same. 

10 These and other advantages of the present invention will become apparent to those skilled in the art upon 
reading and understanding the following detailed description with reference to the accompanying figures. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

is Figure 1 is a cross-sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device of Example 1. 

Figure 2A is a cross-sectional view showing the state of the liquid crystal display device of Example 1 be- 
fore being irradiated with light. 

Figure 2B is a cross-sectional view showing the state of the liquid crystal display device of Example 1 after 
being irradiated with light. 

20 Figure 3 is a view showing boundary regions between polymer walls cured by being irradiated with light 
and liquid crystal according to Example 1. 

Figure 4 is a plan view of a photomask used in the case where one liquid crystal region is provided for one 
pixel electrode. 

Figure 5A is a plan view of a photomask used in the case where one liquid crystal region is provided for 
25 two pixel electrodes. 

Figure 5B is a plan view of a photomask used in the case where one liquid crystal region is provided for 
one row of pixel electrodes. 

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal display device in which liquid crystal regions are made 
larger than those of Figure 2B, whereby the liquid crystal regions are formed closer to the pixel electrodes. 
30 Figure 7 is a plan view of a cell, illustrating a method for injecting a mixture into the cell by vacuum injection. 
Figure 8 is a cross-sectional side view of the cell shown in Figure 7. 
Figure 9 is a front view showing an injector. 

Figure 10A is a cross-sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device with an orientation film appli- 
cable to the present invention, where the size of liquid crystal regions is slightly smaller than that of pixel elec- 
35 trades. 

Figure 10B is a cross-sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device with an orientation film appli- 
cable to the present invention, where the size of liquid crystal regions is larger than that of the pixels. 

Figure 11 A is a view showing an orientation state of liquid crystal molecules in a conventional ECB liquid 
crystal display device under no applied voltage. 
40 Figure 11 B is a view showing an orientation state of liquid crystal molecules in a conventional ECB liquid 
crystal display device under an applied voltage. 

Figure 12A is a view showing an orientation state of liquid crystal molecules in an ECB liquid crystal display 
device according to the present invention under no applied voltage. 

Figure 12B is a view showing an orientation state of liquid crystal molecules in the ECB liquid crystal display 
45 device according to the present invention under an applied voltage. 

Figure 13 is a view showing boundary regions between polymer walls and liquid crystal in a liquid crystal 
display device of Comparative Example 6. 

Figure 14 is a plan view showing another photomask used in the present invention. 

Figure 15 is a plan view showing another photomask used in the present invention. 
so Figure 16 is a plan view showing still another photomask used in the present invention. 

Figure 17 is a view showing the case where a plurality of liquid crystal regions are formed in one pixel 
according to the present invention. 

Figure 18 shows a structure in which the viewing angle dependency is further improved in the liquid crystal 
display device according to the present invention. 
55 Figure 19 is a cross-sectional view showing still another example of a liquid crystal display device of the 

present invention. 

Figure 20 is a plan view showing a photomask used for manufacturing the liquid crystal display device 
shown in Figure 19. 

Figure 21 is a plan view showing a light-intercepting mask provided in the liquid crystal display device 
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.shown in Figure 19. 

Figure 22 is a view showing a liquid crystal region of a light scattering type. 

Figure 23 is a view showing a liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the case where 
5 the photopolymerization speed is high. 

Figure 24A is a view showing a liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the case where 
the photopolymerization speed is low. 

Figure 24B is a view showing another liquid crystal regions of a non light scattering type obtained in the 
case where the photopolymerization speed is low. 
10 Figure 24C is a view showing another liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the 
case where the photopolymerization speed is low. 

Figure 24D is a view showing another liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the 
case where the photopolymerization speed is low. 

Figure 25 is a view showing a liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the case where 
15 the photopolymerization speed is higher than that of Figures 24A to 24D and lower than that of Figure 23. 

Figure 26A is a view showing a liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the case where 
the photopolymerization speed is still lower. 

Figure 26B is a view showing another liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the 
case where the photopolymerization speed is still lower. 
20 Figure 26C is a view showing another liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the 
case where the photopolymerization speed is still lower. 

Figure 26D is a view showing another liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the 
case where the photopolymerization speed is still lower. 

Figure 27 is a view showing a liquid crystal region of a non light scattering type obtained in the case where 
25 a light transmission hole is provided in the center of a masking portion of a photomask. 

Figure 28A is a front cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal region of a liquid crystal display device of Ex- 
ample 4, where the helical pitch is in the range of 15 \im to 100 urn. 

Figure 28B is a plan view showing the liquid crystal region shown in Figure 28A. 
Figure 28C is a plan view for each of the layers I, II, III, and IV of the liquid crystal region shown in Figure 
30 28A. 

Figure 29A is a front cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal region of a liquid crystal display device of Ex- 
ample 4, where the helical pitch is more than 100 \\m. 

Figure 29B is a plan view showing the liquid crystal region shown in Figure 29A. 
Figure 29C is a plan view for each of the layers I, II, III, IV layers of the liquid crystal region shown in Figure 
35 29A. 

Figure 30A is a front cross-sectional view of a liquid crystal region of a liquid crystal display device of Ex- 
ample 4, where the helical pitch is smaller than 15 nm. 

Figure 30B is a plan view showing the liquid crystal region shown in Figure 30A. 
Figure 31 is a plan view showing an example of a photomask used in Example 5. 
40 Figure 32 is a plan view showing an example of a photomask used in Example 6. 

Figure 33 is a plan view showing liquid crystal regions obtained by using the photomask shown in Figure 

32. 

Figure 34A is a graph showing the viewing angle characteristic in the a direction of a liquid crystal display 
device of Example 6. 

45 Figure 34B is a graph showing the viewing angle characteristic in the b direction of a liquid crystal display 
device of Example 6. 

Figure 34C is a graph showing the viewing angle characteristic in the c direction of a liquid crystal display 
device of Example 6. 

Figure 34D is a view showing the relationship between the a, b, and c directions. 
50 Figure 35 is a cross-sectional view showing a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device of Example 
9. 

Figure 36 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of a method for manufacturing the liquid crystal dis- 
play device shown in Figure 35. 

Figure 37 is a cross-sectional view showing a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device of Example 

55 10. 

Figure 38 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display 
device shown in Figure 37. 

Figure 39 is a schematic view showing an example of a shape for the thin film pattern of Example 10. 
Figure 40 is a schematic view showing another example of a shape for the thin film pattern of Example 
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Figure 41 is a schematic view showing another example of a shape for the thin film pattern of Example 

10. 

5 Figure 42 is a cross sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device of Example 11. 

Figure 43 is a plan view showing a map for crossing electrode lines in the liquid crystal display device of 
Example 11. 

Figure 44A is a view showing a state in which a conventional ECB liquid crystal display device performs 
a half tone display in a half tone. 
10 Figure 44B is a view showing a state in which the ECB liquid crystal display device of Example 1 1 performs 
a 1/2 tone display. 

Figure 45A is a view showing the orientation state of liquid crystal molecules in the GH liquid crystal display 
device of Example 11 under no applied voltage. 

Figure 45B is a view showing the orientation state of liquid crystal molecules in the GH liquid crystal display 
15 device of Example 11 under an applied voltage. 

Figure 46 is a cross-sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device of a light scattering type appli- 
cable to the present invention 

Figure 47 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of a method for manufacturing a polymer dispersed 
liquid crystal display device of Application 39. 
20 Figure 48 is a perspective view of Figure 47. 

Figure 49 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of a method for manufacturing a surface stabilized 
ferroelectric liquid crystal (SSFLC) display device of Application 40. 

Figure 50 is a perspective view of Figure 49. 

Figure 51 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of a method for manufacturing a surface stabilized 
25 ferroelectric liquid crystal (SSFLC) display device of Application 41 . 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

According to the present invention, a mixture containing, at least, a light-curable material and a liquid crys- 
30 tal material is inserted between two substrates, each substrate having electrodes. The inserted mixture is then 
irradiated with light under the condition that the intensity of light is reduced in places where liquid crystal re- 
gions of the mixture are to be formed. 

The light-curable material which is present in regions to which light is irradiated, reacts to form a core for 
a polymer wall. After that, a concentration gradient of the material is formed due to the decrease in the con- 
35 eventration of the material in the tight-irradiated regions. Along this concentration gradient, an unreacted ma- 
terial in regions, to which light having low intensity is irradiated masking portions (the masking portions do not 
intercept light completely, but weaken the intensity of light) of a photomask, gathers in the light-irradiated re- 
gions and is polymerized to form polymer walls. In regions where the polymer walls are not formed, liquid crystal 
regions are formed. 

40 In this case, the position of the weak light-irradiated regions is set in accordance with the position of the 
liquid crystal regions to be formed in the display medium. When the mixture is irradiated with light, liquid crystal 
regions are formed in the weak light-irradiated regions. At this time, if light is irradiated to the mixture by using 
a photomask having relatively small masking portions, nearly spherical liquid crystal regions are formed in the 
weak light-irradiated regions. Thus, the resulting liquid crystal display device becomes a light scattering type. 

45 Figure 22 shows liquid crystal regions of a light scattering type. A number of liquid crystal regions d are formed 
in one pixel b and the diameter of each liquid crystal region d is very small. 

A light scattering type refers to a system in which light scattering and transparent states of a liquid crystal 
display device in which liquid crystal molecules are dispersed in a polymer are electrically regulated. A principle 
thereof is that the refractive index of liquid crystal molecules is set so as to almost coincide with that of a poly- 

so mer during the application of a voltage. In this case, while a voltage is applied, the liquid crystal display device 
is in a transparent state. In contrast, when no voltage is applied, the liquid crystal molecules are in a random 
orientation due to interaction with the polymer walls, whereby the apparent refractive index of the liquid crystal 
molecules is increased to cause mismatching with the refractive index of the polymer walls. Thus, the liquid 
crystal molecules take a light scattering state. 

55 The mixture of light-curable material and liquid crystal material is inserted between two substrates, each 
having electrodes with at least one of the substrates being transparent. The mixture is irradiated with light under 
the condition that the intensity of light is reduced in portions of the mixture which correspond to at least 30% 
of the size of each pixel. As a means for reducing the intensity of light, a photomask or the like is used. The 
mixture is irradiated with light through the photomask or the like. 
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In portions of the mixture to which light with higher intensity is irradiated, the polymer material is cured to 
form walls reaching the inside surfaces of both substrates. Liquid crystal regions are formed in portions par- 
titioned by the walls. That is, the liquid crystal regions are formed in a dispersed state. 

5 When the mixture is irradiated with light by using a photomask or the like having relatively large masking 
portions, liquid crystal regions are widened and have portions which are in parallel with the surface of the sub- 
strates. The parallel portions are formed in the vicinity of both substrates. The resulting liquid crystal display 
device is a non light scattering type. A non light scattering type refers to a system in which light scattering caused 
by the above-mentioned difference in refractive index between the liquid crystal region and the polymer wall 

10 is reduced as much as possible and a display is performed only by the change of the orientation of liquid crystal 
molecules. Examples of a method for taking advantage of the change of the orientation of liquid crystal mol- 
ecules include a mode in which the change of the refractive index is taken by using polarizing plates (e.g., a 
TN mode and an ECB mode): and a guest-host (GH) mode in which a dichroic dye is added to liquid crystal 
without using a polarizing plate. 

15 In the non light scattering type liquid crystal display device, each liquid crystal region can be provided in 
one pixel, each liquid crystal region can be provided in two or more pixels, or a plurality of liquid crystal regions 
can be provided in one pixel by appropriately regulating means for reducing the intensity of light such as a pho- 
tomask. In addition, even though the size of a pixel may be large, one or more liquid crystal region(s) can en- 
tirely be provided in one pixel; some parts of the liquid crystal regions are provided in one pixel; or one or more 

20 entire liquid crystal regions and some parts thereof are provided in one pixel. 

Moreover, it is also possible that a homogeneous mixture of a light-curable material and a liquid crystal 
material is dropped or coated onto one substrate, then two substrates are attached to each other, and the light- 
curable material is cured. 

In particular, in the case where a photomask is used, portions to which light is irradiated are clearly limited. 
25 Thus, even in the case where a plurality of liquid crystal regions are formed in one pixel, the polymer can be 
provided in a large amount outside the pixel, so that contrast can be improved, which is preferred. 

In the production of the non light scattering type liquid crystal display device, the photopolymerization rate 
is changed by varying materials of the mixture and conditions of light irradiation, whereby a phase separation 
rate of a polymer and liquid crystal can be regulated. 
30 (1) The case where the phase separation rate (i.e., photopolymerization rate) is high: 

Due to light leaked from the light-irradiated regions, photopolymerization of a polymerizable material 
is also conducted in the weak light-irradiated regions, and thus, a plurality of liquid crystal regions are 
formed therein. In this case, as shown in Figure 23, each liquid crystal region d present in a pixel b is in 
the form of a circle, when seen from the upper side of the substrate, the orientation direction of the liquid 
35 crystal molecules in the crystal regions d is in the form of concentric circles along the polymer walls and 
is nearly in parallel with the surface of the substrate. When an electrical field is applied to this display 
medium so that a half tone is obtained, the liquid crystal molecules stand omnidirectionally, so that the 
apparent refractive index becomes almost the same, even when seen from any directions, and viewing 
angle characteristics are improved, resulting in satisfactory contrast. 
40 (2) The case where the phase separation rate, (i.e., photopolymerization rate) is low: 

A photopolymerization reaction is decreased in the weak light-irradiated regions and the shape of each 
liquid crystal region becomes almost the shape of the masking portions of a photomask. However, light- 
curable materials present in the weak light-irradiated regions cannot completely reach the portions where 
the polymerization of the polymerizable material (i.e., light-irradiated regions) is conducted. As shown in 
45 Figure 24A, 24B, 24C, or 24D, an inside liquid crystal region d is formed almost in the center of each pixel 
b (the weak light-irradiated region, in this case), and a polymer region f and an outside liquid crystal region 
d' are formed so as to surround the inside liquid crystal region d. Thus, the outside liquid crystal region 
d 9 is formed, for example, in a donut shape or in a C shape. 

Liquid crystal in the inside liquid crystal region d formed almost in the center of the pixel b has the 
so same orientation as that described in the above-mentioned case (1). The liquid crystal region in a donut 
shape or the C-shaped liquid crystal region contains a plurality of liquid crystal domains g, and the plurality 
of liquid crystal domains g are formed almost in a radial manner with respect to the center of each pixel. 
Here, the respective liquid crystal domains g have different orientations from each other even though a 
polymer in a wall shape is not present between the liquid crystal domains g, and discrimination lines (ac- 
55 tually, interfaces) are present between the liquid crystal domains g. 

This phenomenon is caused as follows: 

Since a polymerization reaction is conducted while light-curable polymers move, the liquid crystal mol- 
ecules are oriented in a vertical direction with respect to the polymer walls. Moreover, in the case where 
the liquid crystal regions become large, the same phenomenon can be seen. 
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When an electrical field is applied to a display medium which has the above-mentioned orientation 
state, the inside liquid crystal region d almost in the center of the pixel b has the same orientation as that 
of the above-mentioned case (1). In contrast, in the outside liquid crystal region d' in a donut shape or in 

5 a C shape, the direction in which the liquid crystal molecules stand is different in each domain, so that 

the characteristics of the angle of visibility, i.e., viewing angle characteristics are remarkably improved in 
the same principle as that described in the above-mentioned case (1). If a photopolymerization rate is 
slightly higher than this case, liquid crystal regions as shown in Figure 25 are obtained. As is understood 
in Figure 25, a plurality of circular liquid crystal regions d2 are formed so as to be in contact with each 

10 other on the edges of pixel b and a plurality of circular liquid crystal regions d1 are formed so as to be 
surrounded by the liquid crystal regions d2. 

(3) The case where the phase separation rate (i.e., photopolymerization rate) is further lowered: 

The polymers remaining in the weak light-irradiated regions are further decreased, and the liquid crys- 
tal regions which have almost the same shape as that of the masking portions of a photomask are formed. 

15 In this case, as shown in Figure 26A, 26B, 26C, or 26D, each liquid crystal region d contains a plurality 
of liquid crystal domains g and the discrimination lines h between the liquid crystal domains g become 
vertical with respect to the polymer walls. The orientation of the liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal 
region d become random since an island portion is not present in the center of the liquid crystal region d. 
At this time, if a hole for allowing light to pass through is provided in the center of the masking region (cor- 

20 responding to the pixel b) of a photomask, an island i made of a polymer can be formed in the center of 
the liquid crystal region d as shown in Figure 27, whereby the liquid crystal domains g are formed in a 
radial manner with respect to the island i. 

When an electrical field is applied to this display medium, the liquid crystal molecules move in the same 
way as in the above-mentioned case (2). The refractive index of the liquid crystal molecules is almost the same 

25 when seen from an omnidirection with a predetermined angle from a vertical direction to the substrate surface. 
Thus, the viewing angle characteristics can be improved. This case is preferred since the ratio of the liquid 
crystal regions with respect to pixei(s) is increased and contrast is improved. 

In the above-mentioned cases (2) and (3), if a chiral agent is added to the mixture, a plurality of liquid crystal 
molecules contained in a liquid crystal region are as shown in Figures 28A, 28B, and 28C. That is, when the 

30 liquid crystal region d is seen through the substrate, a plurality of domains g are formed in a radial manner as 
shown in Figure 28B; however, as shown in Figure 28A, the respective liquid crystal molecules j are aligned 
in a helical manner around the helical axis k which is almost vertical with respect to the surface of the substrate. 
More specifically, when the I layer of Figure 28A is seen through the substrate, the I layer is disposed as shown 
in Figure 28C. When the II, III, and IV layers of Figure 28A are seen through the substrate, the II, III, and IV 

35 layers are disposed as shown in Figure 28C. 

On the other hand, when a chiral agent is not added to the mixture, a plurality of liquid crystal molecules 
are aligned as shown in Figures 29A, 29B, and 29C. When the liquid crystal region d is seen through the sub- 
strate, a plurality of domains g are disposed in a radial manner as shown in Figure 29B; however, as shown 
in Figure 29A, the respective liquid crystal molecules are aligned in a predetermined direction around the axis 

40 1 which is almost vertical with respect to the surface of the substrate. More specifically, when the I layer of 
Figure 29A is seen through the substrate, the I layer is disposed as shown in Figure 29C, and when the II, III, 
and IV layers of Figure 29A are seen through the substrate, the II, III, and IV layers are disposed as shown in 
Figure 29C. 

When an excess amount of a chiral agent is added to the mixture, as shown in Figure 30B, when the liquid 
45 crystal region d is seen through the substrate, a plurality of domains g are disposed in a radial manner; how- 
ever, as shown in Figure 30A, the helical axis becomes parallel with the surface of the substrate even though 
the liquid crystal molecules are aligned in a helical manner. This phenomenon is caused even in the case where 
cholesteric liquid crystal is added to nematic liquid crystal, in addition to the case where a chiral agent is added 
to the mixture. 

so Furthermore, the liquid crystal regions are formed in each pixel, and a light-intercepting mask is provided 
on one side of a liquid crystal layer (containing the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls). At least 50% 
or more of the area of each polymer wall is covered with the light-intercepting mask, whereby light which is 
scattered at an interface between the polymer wall and the liquid crystal region can be prevented from being 
leaked outside. In particular, in the case where the light-intercepting mask is provided closer to the light incident 

55 side than the liquid crystal region, the incident light can be prevented from being scattered at an interface be- 
tween the liquid crystal region and the polymer wall. 

In a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to the present invention, an orien- 
tation film is formed on at least one of the substrates for the purpose of improving the regularity of the orien- 
tation of liquid crystal regions. The orientation film contains a photopolymerization initiator. Moreover, the sub- 
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^strata on which the orientation film is formed is subjected to a rubbing treatment. When a cell is irradiated with 
light by using a photomask, a photopolymerizable compound material starts being cured due to the photopo- 
lymerization initiator contained in the orientation film. In this case, the curing speed of the photopolymerizable 

5 compound material is higher in regions to which strong light is irradiated than in regions to which weak light is 
irradiated. Moreover, in the regions to which strong light is irradiated, the phase separation speed between 
the liquid crystal and the cured polymer is higher. Thus, in the strong light-irradiated regions, the polymer is 
more rapidly deposited to push the liquid crystal into the weak light-irradiated regions. As a result, in the strong 
light-irradiated regions, polymer walls are formed, and in the weak light-irradiated regions, liquid crystal re- 

10 gions are formed, being in contact with the orientation film to be subjected to an orientation treatment. In this 
way, the liquid crystal regions are disposed with regularity in a planar manner. 

There is another method for improving the regularity of the orientation of the liquid crystal regions. That 
is, a thin film pattern containing a photopolymerization initiator is formed on portions, where polymer walls are 
to be formed, of at least one of the substrates. After that, the polymerizable compound material in the mixture 

15 is cured by the irradiation of UV-rays or by heating. When the mixture is irradiated with UV-rays or heated, 
the polymerizable compound material starts being cured due to the polymerization initiator contained in the 
thin film pattern, whereby the polymer walls start being formed in contact with the thin film pattern. Because 
of this, the polymer walls are formed on the portions where the thin film pattern is formed, and the liquid crystal 
regions subjected to an orientation treatment are formed in one or a plurality of adjacent pixels. 

20 In another example of the present invention, the liquid crystal material and a polymerizable compound ma- 
terial containing a liquid crystalline compound having at least one kind of polymerizable functional group in its 
molecule are polymerized. Due to this polymerization, a phase separation is caused, whereby a display medium 
in which the liquid crystal regions are partitioned by the polymer walls can be formed. Each liquid crystal region 
has a structure in which the liquid crystalline compound is fixed in the vicinity of the interface between the 

25 polymer wall and the liquid crystal region. Under this condition, the interfaces between the liquid crystal re- 
gions and the polymer walls are driven under an applied voltage; and the driving force is increased under no 
applied voltage since the liquid crystal molecules are bonded to the polymer walls. Thus, the response speed 
x r under an applied voltage and a response speed x d under no applied voltage can be improved. Moreover, since 
the liquid crystalline compound is fixed on the interfaces between the polymer walls and the liquid crystal re- 

30 gions, a phase separation is clearly conducted. 

In the case where a liquid crystal material of a fluorine type and/or a chlorine type which is chemically 
stable is used as the liquid crystal material, the liquid crystal molecules will have chemical stability by using 
a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound having fluorine atom(s) and/or chlorine atom(s) in its molecule. 
Moreover, in the case where ferroelectric liquid crystal is used as the liquid crystal material, it is possible 

35 to allow liquid crystal molecules having an optically active functional group to be present on the interfaces be- 
tween the polymer walls and the liquid crystal regions by using a liquid crystalline compound having a poly- 
merizable functional group and an optically active group in its molecule. Due to the presence of the liquid crystal 
molecules, the liquid crystal regions are influenced by the orientation regulating ability of the polymer walls 
having a component with a direction orthogonal with respect to the surface of the substrate as well as the 

40 orientation regulating ability of the substrate subjected to orientation treatment. 

Furthermore, in the case where the polymer is cured in a liquid crystal state, the polymer as well as the 
liquid crystal regions are aligned in an orientation direction of the substrate. Thus, the orientation of the cell 
can be determined artificially by taking advantage of the orientation regulating ability of the substrate. In the 
case where a dichroic dye is contained in the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls, when the liquid crys- 

45 tal regions and the polymer walls are aligned in the same direction, both of the liquid crystal regions and the 
polymer walls can be used as light transmission regions. 

In another method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device of the present invention, a liquid crystal 
material, a photopolymerizable liquid crystalline material having a liquid crystalline functional group in its mol- 
ecules, a photopolymerizable compound material, and a photopolymerization initiator are polymerized; or a liq- 

50 uid crystal material, a heat polymerizable liquid crystalline material having a liquid crystalline functional group 
in its molecule, a heat polymerizable compound material, and a heat polymerization initiator are polymerized. 
Due to this polymerization, the polymerizable liquid crystalline material becomes a liquid crystalline polymer, 
and the liquid crystalline functional groups of the liquid crystalline polymer are provided in the liquid crystal 
regions, whereby a phase separation between the polymer and the liquid crystal is clearly conducted. When 

55 a voltage is applied from outside to the liquid crystal display device thus obtained, the liquid crystalline polymer 
can easily be moved in response to the application of a voltage. Namely, when a voltage is applied, the liquid 
crystal regions and the polymer walls are driven; and when no voltage is applied, the orientation of the liquid 
crystal molecules between the polymer walls and th liquid crystal regions is disturbed, whereby the molecules 
can rapidly move. 
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It is also possible that a mixture containing a liquid crystal material, a polymerizable liquid crystalline poly- 
mer having a liquid crystalline functional group in its molecule, and a solvent capable of homogeneously dis- 
solving the liquid crystal material and the liquid crystalline polymer is coated onto one of the substrates and 

5 then the solvent is removed by evaporation. In this case, the liquid crystalline functional groups in the liquid 
crystalline polymer are provided in the liquid crystal regions in the same way as the above, whereby a phase 
separation between the polymer and the liquid crystal is clearly conducted. 

In another method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device of the present invention, a mixture in- 
serted between facing substrates is irradiated with light, the mixture containing a liquid crystal material, a pho- 

10 tosetting material, a photopolymerization initiator, and radial generating agent. Due to the light irradiation, a 
display medium in which the liquid crystal regions are dispersed in the polymer walls can be obtained. After 
that, the display medium is heated to thermally decompose the radical generating agent As a result, a radical 
is generated from the radical generating agent, and the remaining monomer before heating is polymerized with 
the radical, decreasing the remaining monomer. 

15 In still another method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device of the present invention, all of the 
portions or part thereof excluding the pixels are irradiated with linear light to cure the photopolymerizable com- 
pound material contained in the mixture injected between the substrates. Due to this, a phase separation is 
easily conducted between the polymer and the liquid crystal under the condition that the polymer and the liquid 
crystal are not mixed with each other, the polymer walls are formed with regularity, and each liquid crystal 

20 region is regularly disposed in one or a plurality of pixels. According to the present invention, as other methods 
for curing the photopolymerizable compound material, the following two methods are used: 

(1) Light in a spot shape is irradiated to all of the portions or part thereof excluding the pixels while the 
spot-shaped light is moved. 

(2) An insulating film is formed on linear electrodes formed on one transparent substrate and light is irra- 
25 diated to the substrate from the side thereof on which the insulating film is formed, whereby the polymer- 
izable compound material of the mixture in the non-pixel portions which are not covered with the insulating 
film is cured. 

In any of these methods, a phase separation between the polymer and the liquid crystal is easily con- 
ducted. 

30 

Examples 

Hereinafter, the present invention will be described by way of illustrating examples with reference to the 
drawings. 

35 

Example 1 

The present invention will be described in the case where it is applied to a light scattering type liquid crystal 
display device. 

40 Figure 1 is a cross-sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device of the present example. In the 
present example, two substrates 12 and 13 are provided so as to face each other with spacers (not shown) 
sandwiched therebetween. The substrate 12 is made of glass, and electrodes 11 made of ITO (indium tin oxide) 
are formed thereon. The substrate 13 is also made of glass; and a photomask 14 is provided on one surface 
of the substrate 13 and a counter electrode 15 made of ITO is formed on the other surface thereof. 

45 A mixture containing a liquid crystal material and a light-curable material is sealed between the substrates 
12 and 13. This mixture is irradiated with UV-rays 20 to cure the light-curable material. Consequently, a polymer 
dispersed liquid crystal layer in which liquid crystal regions 16 are partitioned by polymer walls 17 is obtained 
between the substrates 12 and 13. 

The polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device thus obtained is observed as follows: 

so The polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device thus produced is cut and one substrate is peeled off 
from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen. The liquid crystal material is washed away with acetone, and a hor- 
izontal section of the polymer walls 17 is observed by a scanning electron microscope (SEM), revealing that 
the liquid crystal regions 16 which have the same regularity as that of a dot pattern of the photomask 14 and 
have a nearly uniform spherical shape with almost the same size are formed. 

55 The present example has one characteristic: each interval a between the center of one liquid crystal region 
and the center of the adjacent liquid crystal region along the direction of a surface of the substrate is within 
a width of one pixel along this direction; and 80% or more of the intervals a satisfy a relationship: 3b/2 > a > 
b/2, where b is an average of the intervals a. 

The structure of each component applied to the present example and modified examples thereof will be 
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.described below. 

(A light regulating means such as a photomask) 

5 

The study of the inventors of the present invention revealed the following: 

Among portions of a photomask for forming light-irradiated regions and weak light-irradiated regions, in 
the case where the masking portions for forming the weak light-irradiated regions have a period of less than 
2 urn, the liquid crystal regions also have a diameter of less than 2 urn. As a result a number of liquid crystal 

10 regions on which visible light is not likely to be reflected are formed and light scattering under no voltage is 
decreased. In addition, the thickness between the substrates also influences the light scattering. That is, when 
the diameter of the masking portions of the photomask is smaller than the thickness between the substrates, 
liquid crystal regions to be formed have a honeycomb structure in the form of a circle, which causes the de- 
crease in light scattering. Moreover, in this structure, when a voltage is applied, the liquid crystal display device 

15 cannot be in a sufficiently transparent state. 

In the case where the period of the masking portions is more than 50 urn, the diameter of liquid crystal 
regions to be formed has a period of more than 50 yim. The liquid crystal regions occupy most of the part be- 
tween the substrates, so that among light scattering characteristics, the masking characteristic is decreased. 
Thus, this structure is not preferred. 

20 Accordingly, in view of the above-mentioned results, in the present example, the average range of a period 
of the masking portions is preferably in the range of 2 urn to 50 urn; and more preferably in the range of 3 
to 20 iim. When the period is taken as 20 jim or less, intensity of light scattering can be increased as the size 
of a light scattering source (in this case, the liquid crystal regions) becomes closer to a wavelength of light, 
whereby a masking characteristic among the light scattering characteristics can be improved. 

25 Under the above-mentioned limitations, the interval a between the center of one liquid crystal region and 
the center of the adjacent liquid crystal region along the direction of the surface of the substrate is within a 
width of one pixel along this direction; and 80% or more of the intervals a along this direction satisfies the 
relationship: 3b/2 > a / b/2, where b is an average of the intervals a. More specifically, the regularity of the 
liquid crystal regions is increased. 

30 Any shape of masking portions can be used as long as the intensity of UV-rays is controlled. In the present 
example, a masking portion corresponding to a circle, a square, a trapezoid, a hexagon, a rectangle, a diamond 
shape, a letter shape, a shape surrounded by a curved line(s) and/or a straight line(s) can be used, although 
it is not limited to these shapes. A configuration obtained by cutting a part of these shapes; a configuration 
obtained by the combination of the different shapes; a configuration obtained by the combination of the same 

35 shapes; and the like can be used. In the case where the configuration obtained by the combination of the same 
shapes is used, the average diameter of each masking portion is taken as a distance from a center of the con- 
figuration to an outermost portion thereof. In addition, when the present invention is put into practical use, one 
or more of these shapes are selected. In order to improve uniformity of the liquid crystal regions, it is preferred 
to limit the configuration to one shape with the same size. 

40 Another characteristic of the present example is in that the liquid crystal regions are regularly aligned in 
a horizontal direction along the surface of the substrate. In this case, the position of the weak light-irradiated 
regions is important. When the interval between the respective weak light-irradiated regions is less than 1 
lim, the weak light-irradiated regions are in a continuous shape and irradiated portions are in a dot shape; and 
thus, advantages of regulating the liquid crystal regions of the present invention will be lost. 

45 In contrast, when the interval between the respective weak light-irradiated regions is more than 50 jim, 
portions where the intensity of UV-rays cannot be intercepted so as to regulate the liquid crystal regions are 
increased in number, and the number of liquid crystal regions with a random diameter as in the conventional 
example are formed, decreasing the advantages of the present example. 

Thus, in the present example, the interval between the respective liquid crystal regions is in the range of 

so 1 uni to 50 iim, and more preferably in the range of 5 urn to 20 urn. 

A respective weak light-irradiated regions are not necessarily independent. The weak light-irradiated re- 
gions can be connected to each other at ends thereof. Any photomask with masking portions for decreasing 
the intensity of UV-rays which have the above-mentioned shape and orientation can be used. 

A similar regularity is required for the photomask. In Example 1, a photomask satisfying the following con- 

55 ditions can be used: 

Patterns are formed continuously or independently in a regular manner, and minimum repeating units of 
the patterns are within a circle having a diameter in the range of 1 urn to 50 |im. An interval from the center 
of one unit pattern to that of the adjacent unit pattern is in the range of 1 ^m to 50 urn. 

The photomask can be positioned either inside or outside the substrate. When the photomask is positioned 
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.inside the substrate, a reflective mode (e.g., GH mode), etc. can be used. In this case, light is irradiated from 
the side of the substrate on which the photomask is not formed, and the photomask is used as a reflecting 
plate. 

5 

(Irradiation light) 

It is preferred that the irradiation of light to the mixture is conducted by using light having the following 
light intensity distribution: 

10 The light intensity of at least one portion of each pixel is 90% or less of the maximum illuminance in a cir- 
cular area which corresponds to 10 times the pixel area and whose center is situated in the center of the pixel. 

(A Liquid crystal material) 

15 Examples of the liquid crystal used in the present invention include organic substances or organic mixtures 
which are in a liquid crystal state in the vicinity of an ordinary temperature, such as nematic liquid crystal (in- 
cluding liquid crystal for a dual frequency drive and liquid crystal with the anisotropy of dielectric constant As 
< 0), cholesteric liquid crystal (in particular, liquid crystal having a selective reflection characteristic with respect 
to visible light), smectic liquid crystal, ferroelectric liquid crystal (e.g., SmC*), and discotic liquid crystal. These 

20 liquid crystals can be mixed. In particular, nematic liquid crystal or nematic liquid crystal to which cholesteric 
liquid crystal is added is preferred in view of the properties thereof. More preferably, liquid crystal which is 
excellent in resistance to chemical combination reactivity due to the photopolymerization during the manufac- 
turing is used. An example thereof includes liquid crystal having an inactive functional group such as an fluorine 
atom in its compound, e.g., ZLI-4801-000, ZLI-4801-001, and ZLI-4792 which are available from Merck & Co., 

25 Inc. 

(A polymerizable material) 

A polymerizable material is mixed with a liquid crystal material to form a mixture. Finally, the polymer thus 
30 obtained functions as a wall supporting two substrates and the liquid crystal regions. Thus, the selection there- 
of is important. The polymerizable material useful for the present example is a light-curable monomer. In ad- 
dition, other polymerizable materials can be used. Examples of the light-curable monomer include acrylic acids 
and acrylic esters having a long chain alky! group containing three or more carbons or an aromatic ring. More- 
over, examples thereof include isobutyl acrylate, stearyl acrylate, lauryl acrylate, isoamyt acrylate, n-butyl- 
35 methacrylate, n-lauryl methacrylate, tridecyl methacrylate, 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, n-stearyl methacrylate, cy- 
clohexyl methacrylate, benzyl methacrylate, and 2-phenoxyethyl methacrylate. 

In order to increase the physical strength of the polymer, multi-functional material with two or more func- 
tional groups, such as bisphenol Adimethacrylate, bisphenol Adiacrylate, 1,4-butanediol dimethacryiate, 1,6- 
hexanediol dimethacryiate, trimethylol propane triacrylate, and tetramethylolmethane tetraacrylate can be 
40 used. 

Moreover, a polymerizable material obtained by halogenating, in particular, by chlorinating orfluorinating 
the above-mentioned monomer can be used. Examples of this polymerizable material include 2,2,3,4,4,4-hex- 
aphlorobutyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,4,4,4-hexachlorobutyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,3-tetraphloropropyl methacrylate, 
2,2,3,3-tetraphloropropyl methacrylate, perphlorooctyl methacrylate, perchlorooctylethyl methacrylate, per- 
45 phlorooctylethyl acrylate, and perchlorooctylethyl acrylate. 

The above-mentioned polymerizable material can be used alone or in combination of two or more kinds 
thereof. If required, chlorinated or fluorinated polymers or oligomers can be mixed with the above-mentioned 
monomer. 

In the case where a thin film transistor (TFT) is used as a switching element, an electrical insulation prop- 
so erty is required for a polymer as well as a liquid crystal material. Thus, a polymer which has a specific resistance 
of 1 x 1 0 12 Qcm or more even in an uncured state is preferred. 

In the production of a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device by the conventional photopolymeri- 
zation phase separation method, it is preferred that the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable material 
are combined so that a diameter of liquid crystal regions is larger than a dot diameter of a photomask used. 
55 in the case where the combination of the polymerizable material and the liquid crystal material causes the 
diameter of the liquid crystal regions to be smaller than the dot diameter, this combination can be used by weak- 
ening the intensity of UV-rays or reducing the added amount of a photopolymerization initiator. 

Hereinafter, applications for Example 1 will be described. 
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. Application 1 

Two substrates 12 and 13 were used. The substrate 12 was made of flint glass with ITO (a mixture con- 

s taining indium oxide and tin oxide) with a thickness of 500 Angstroms (manufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass 
Co., Ltd.) functioning as the pixel electrodes 11. The substrate 13 was also made of glass; and the photomask 
14 with a dot pattern made of aluminum (having circles with a diameter of 10 \im, the interval between the 
centers of adjacent circles being 15 jim and circles being positioned in a matrix) was provided on one surface 
of the substrate 13 and the counter electrode 15 was formed on the other surface thereof by vapor-deposited 

10 ITO to a thickness of 500 Angstroms. The two substrates 12 and 13 faced each other with spacers having a 
diameter of 12 nm sandwiched therebetween, whereby a cell was formed. 

Then, 0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate and 0.9 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate; and 4.0 g of a mixture 
in which ZLI-4792 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was mixed with 0.03 g of a photopolymerization initiator 
Irgacure 1 84 (manufactured by CI BA-GEIGY Corporation) were homogeneously mixed. After that, the resulting 

15 mixture was inserted into the cell thus obtained. Then, the UV-rays 20 were irradiated through the photomask 
14 to the cell by using a high-pressure mercury lamp (which can provide parallel rays) at an illuminance of 20 
mW/cm 2 for two minutes to cure the polymerizable material, whereby a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display 
device was obtained. In the cell, the polymer walls 17 and the liquid crystal regions 16 regulated by the pho- 
tomask 14 were formed in a regular manner. 

20 The polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was observed, revealing that the condition of uniform- 
ity was satisfied. More specifically, the interval a between the center of one liquid crystal region and the center 
of the adjacent liquid crystal region in a direction along the surface of the substrate was within a width of one 
pixel along this direction; and 95% of the intervals a satisfied the relationship: 3b/2 > a > b/2, where b is an 
average of the intervals a. 

25 The electro-optic characteristics of this polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device were as follows: 
When light transmittance was increased by 10% of a value obtained by subtracting transmlttance T 0 under 
no voltage from the saturation transmittance T^ under an excess voltage applied, an applied voltage V 10 was 
4.3 V. When light transmittance was increased by 90% of a value obtained by subtracting transmittance T 0 under 
no voltage from a saturation transmittance T^ under an excess voltage applied, an applied voltage Vgo was 

30 5.1 V. Thus, the drive voltage of Application 1 was lower than that of the conventional polymer dispersed liquid 
crystal display device, and had excellent agility (a = V 90 /V 10 = 1.18). Moreover, polarizing plates were provided 
on the upper and lower sides of the polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device so that each polarizing 
direction crossed each other at right angles (crossed Nicols). Because of this, when a voltage was applied, 
the liquid crystal display device was in a black state, and when a voltage was not applied, it was in a white 

35 state. Thus, a satisfactory black and white display was achieved. 

Comparative Example 1 

A polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 1 
40 except that a glass substrate with ITO (flint glass with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured 
by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) was used in place of the substrate 13 with the photomask 14. 

Theliquid crystal display device thus obtained was observed by using the SEM, revealing that the diameter 
and shape of the liquid crystal regions were not uniform. In this device, the interval a between the center of 
one liquid crystal region and the center of the adjacent liquid crystal region in a direction along the surface of 
45 the substrate was within a width of one pixel along this direction; and 65% of the intervals a satisfied the re- 
lationship: 3b/2 >a >b/2, where b is an average of the intervals a. As to the electro-optic characteristics, V 10 
and V90 were 7.5 V and 13.7 V, respectively and a = 1.83. 

Application 2 

50 

In place of the glass substrates 12 and 13 used in Application 1, PET films with ITO having a thickness 
of 125 nm were used. Spacers with a diameter of 12 ^m were dispersed on one PET film, and the other PET 
film was placed thereon to form a cell. The same material as that of Application 1 was injected into the cell. 
Then, a photomask 14 having the same dot pattern as that of Application 1 was placed so that a mask image 
55 was in contact with the PET film, and UV-rays were irradiated to the cell through the photomask 14 in the 
same way as in Application 1, whereby a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was obtained. 

The polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device thus obtained was cut, and one substrate was peeled 
off from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen. After, the liquid crystal material was washed away with acetone, 
and a horizontal section of the polymer walls was observed by the SEM. As a result, it was revealed that uni- 
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.formly aligned liquid crystal regions with almost the same size were formed having the same regularly as that 
of the dot pattern of the photomask 14. The interval a between the center of one liquid crystal region and the 
center of the adjacent liquid crystal region in a direction along the surface of the substrate was within a width 
5 of one pixel along this direction; and 97% of the intervals a satisfied the relationship: 3b/2 > a > b/2, where b 
is an average of the intervals a. Moreover, as to the electro-optic characteristics, V 10 and Vgo were 4.6 V and 
5.8 V, respectively. Thus, the liquid crystal display device having a lower drive voltage, compared with the con- 
ventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device and having excellent agility (a = Vgo/V^ = 1.26) was 
obtained. 

10 

Comparative Example 2 

A polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 2, 
except that UV-rays were irradiated without using the photomask 14. The shape of the polymer regions in the 

15 polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device thus obtained was not uniform. The interval a between the cen- 
ter of one liquid crystal region and the center of the adjacent liquid crystal region in a direction along the surface 
of the substrate was within a width of one pixel along this direction; and 67% of the intervals a satisfied the 
relationship: 3b/2 > a > b/2, where b is an average of the intervals a. Moreover, as to the electro-optic char- 
acteristics, V 10 and Vgo were 7.7 V and 14.3 V, respectively and a = 1.85. 

20 As described above, in the case of Example 1 , a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device in which 
liquid crystal regions each having a uniform diameter are regularly aligned along a surface of a substrate can 
be manufactured with a good yield in a smaller number of steps. 

In addition, a liquid crystal display device obtained by using the method of Example 1 has a performance 
comparable to the conventional liquid crystal display device (which is not polymer dispersed). Moreover, the 

25 number of liquid crystal regions in one pixel and the shape thereof can be freely varied, so that the regulation 
of the intensity of light scattering which occurs on the interfaces between the liquid crystal regions and the 
polymer walls, the adjustment of a drive voltage, the high precision of a screen, and the like are made possible, 
all of which cannot be achieved by the conventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device. Further- 
more, since the diameter of the liquid crystal regions is uniform, the threshold value characteristic curve be- 

30 comes steep, and a display with high precision and high contrast is made possible. In the case where a light- 
intercepting mask is provided as described above, the light scattering which occurs on the interlaces between 
the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls can be prevented and contrast characteristics can be further 
improved. The liquid crystal display device obtained in Example 1 can be used in a simple matrix drive with 
high duty ratio. The liquid crystal display device obtained in Example 1 can be used, for example, in a surface 

35 display device of a projection TV, a personal computer, etc., a display plate, a window, a door, a wall, and the 
like utilizing shutter effects. In particular, the liquid crystal display device obtained in Example 1 can be used 
as a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device of a direct viewing type. 

Example 2 

40 

Example 2 is the case where the present invention is applied to a non light scattering type liquid crystal 
display device. 

A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to Example 2 will be described with 
reference to Figures 2A and 2B. 

45 First, as shown in Figure 2A, a substrate 1 and a counter substrate 3 face each other. A mixture 5 containing 
a liquid crystal material and a light-curable material is sealed between the two facing substrates 1 and 3. The 
substrate 1 is transparent, and pixel electrodes 2 are formed on the underside of the substrate 1. A counter 
electrode 4 is formed over the entire inner surface of the counter substrate 3. 

On the substrate 1, a glass plate 6 on which a photomask 7 is formed is placed. The mixture 5 is irradiated 

50 with UV-rays 10 through the photomask 7. Consequently, as shown in Figure 2B, walls 8 formed of a polymer 
resin and liquid crystal regions 9 partitioned by the walls 8 are formed. In stronger UV-rays irradiated regions, 
a polymer is rapidly deposited due to the high polymerization rate, and liquid crystal molecules which are pres- 
ent together with the polymer are pushed out to weaker UV-rays irradiated regions. As a result, the liquid crystal 
regions 9 are formed in the weaker UV-rays irradiated regions. The liquid crystal regions 9 have flat portions 

55 in the vicinity of the substrates 1 and 3, the flat portions being parallel with the surfaces of the substrates 1 
and 3. 

In the liquid crystal display device of the present invention thus manufactured, the liquid crystal regions 
9 are formed in regions which are covered with masking portions of the photomask 7; and the polymer walls 
8 are formed in regions which are not covered with the masking portions of the photomask 7. That is to say, 
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.the liquid crystal regions 9 and the polymer walls 8 are formed under the condition that they are clearly sepa- 
rated from each other. 

The reason for providing the horizontal portions in the liquid crystal regions 9 is that boundaries between 
5 the liquid crystal regions 9 and the polymer walls 8 are positioned outside a pixel and incident light is allowed 
to pass through only the liquid crystal regions 9 which have less variation of refractive index in each portion 
thereof, thereby decreasing their light scattering ability. In this case, as the horizontal portions become larger, 
more effective results can be obtained. 

Since the polymer walls 8 reach both of the substrates 1 and 3 (strictly speaking, the polymer walls 8 do 
w not reach the surfaces of the substrates, since electrodes etc. are formed on the substrates) the substrates 
1 and 3 are securely supported by the polymer walls 8, whereby shock resistance can be improved. Moreover, 
even though the liquid crystal display device is used under the condition that the device stands on end, a lower 
gap between the substrates 1 and 3 is prevented from being wider than an upper gap therebetween. In par- 
ticular, the liquid crystal display device of the present example is effective in the case where film-shaped sub- 
15 strates are used. 

The real shape of the liquid crystal regions formed in Example 2 can be observed and confirmed by peeling 
one of the two substrates from the other substrate, removing the liquid crystal molecules with a solvent, and 
by analyzing the polymer walls 8 with the SEM. Since some portions of the liquid crystal display device are 
likely to be damaged while samples for the SEM observation are formed, it is preferred that 20 liquid crystal 
20 regions which are most excellent in regularity among samples are selected to observe the polymer matrix. 

Figure 3 shows a view obtained by observing the state, in which the polymer wall 8 and the liquid crystal 
regions 9 are divided by phase separation, by using a microscope. As is understood from this figure, the poly- 
mer wall 8 is not formed in a region to which UV-rays weakened by the photomask 7 is irradiated; and the 
polymer wall 8 is formed in a region to which UV-rays are irradiated and in the vicinity thereof. It is noted that 
25 in some cases, small liquid crystal regions are formed in the polymer walls 8. 

Hereinafter, the structure of each component applied to the present example and modified examples 
thereof will be described. 

(A light regulating means such as a photomask) 

30 

The study of the inventors of the present invention revealed the following: 

Among portions of a photomask for forming light-irradiated regions and weak light-irradiated regions, in 
the case where the masking portions for forming the weak light-irradiated regions respectively have an area 
of 30% or less of each pixel area, the liquid crystal regions also respectively have an area of 30% or less of 
35 each pixel area. This case is not practical since a number of interfaces between the liquid crystal regions and 
the polymer walls are present in one pixel, greatly decreasing contrast because of light scattering. Thus, in the 
present example, at least one liquid crystal region contained in one pixel has an area of 30% or more of each 
pixel area. 

More specifically, in the present example, as shown in Figure 2B, the size of each liquid crystal region 9 

40 is made almost the same size as that of the pixel electrode 2. In this structure, only one liquid crystal region 
9 can be formed within one pixel, and the orientation direction of the liquid crystal regions 9 can be set by 
providing orientation films on the substrates 1 and 3. This structure is preferred in view of the ratio of aperture 
(i.e., a ratio of the total effective area of all the pixels to the area of the display area). 

In the present example, it is preferred that the liquid crystal display regions 9 are regularly aligned along 

45 a surface of the substrate, i.e., with respect to each pixel. In this case, as shown in Figure 4, it is preferred 
that the position of each weak light-irradiated region for forming each liquid crystal region 9 is adjusted to an 
orientation pitch of pixels 9a, and one weak light-irradiated region is positioned in one pixel. Alternatively, as 
shown in Figure 5A, one weak light-irradiated region is positioned over two pixels 9a or over three or more 
pixels 9a. As shown in Figure 5B, it is possible that weak light-irradiated regions are formed over each column 

so of the pixels 9a. In addition, the masking portions of the photomask forforming the weak light-irradiated regions 
are not necessarily separated from each other completely, and can be connected to each other at the ends 
thereof, as long as the masking portions have the shape and orientation (described later) for effectively inter- 
cepting UV-rays (but not completely intercepting UV-rays). 

Furthermore, as shown in Figure 6, in order to decrease the number of the interfaces in a pixel between 

55 the liquid crystal regions 9 and the polymer walls 8 which cause the light scattering, it is preferred that the 
weak light-irradiated regions larger than the pixel electrodes 2 are formed. In this case, a light regulating means 
which allows UV-rays to radiate to only the portions other than the pixels can be used. In particular, as the 
light regulating means, a photomask can be used, whereby the intensity of light scattering in the pixels is de- 
creased and contrast of the liquid crystal display device can be improved. 
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Any shape of the masking portions can be used as long as the intensity of UV-rays in 30% or more of all 
of the pixels is decreased. In the present example, a masking portion corresponding to a circle, a square, a 
trapezoid, a hexagon, a rectangle, a diamond shape, a letter shape, a shape surrounded by a curved line(s) 

5 and/or a straight line(s) can be used, although it is not limited to these shapes. A configuration obtained by 
cutting a part of these shapes; a configuration obtained by the combination of the different shapes; a config- 
uration obtained by the combination of the same shapes; and the like can be used. When the present invention 
is put into practical use, one or more of these shapes are selected, in order to improve uniformity of the liquid 
crystal regions, it is preferred to limit the configuration to one shape with the same size. 

10 In the present example, another light regulating means can be used in place of a photomask. For example, 
a microlens, an interfering plate, etc. capable of forming a regular distribution of the intensity of UV-rays can 
be used. Such light regulating means can be provided inside or outside the liquid crystal display device, as 
long as strong UV-rays and weak UV-rays can be irradiated in a regular manner. In the case where a photomask 
is used, if a distance between the liquid crystal layer and the photomask is made large, an image is blurred 

15 due to the light passed through the photomask and weak light-irradiated regions become unclear, resulting in 
decreased advantages of the present invention. Thus, it is preferred that the photomask is placed as close as 
possible to the liquid crystal layer. 

(Irradiation light) 

20 

UV-rays used in the present example are desirably parallel rays, although a light beam and line light can 
be used. In the case of a liquid crystal display device using ferroelectric liquid crystal, light with a slightly poorer 
degree of parallelization can be used. More specifically, in the case of the liquid crystal display device using 
ferroelectric liquid crystal, it is required to improve shock resistance. For that purpose, it is effective to provide 
25 smaller liquid crystal regions at the periphery of the liquid crystal regions as a buffer substance. Instead of 
using light with a slightly poorer degree of parallelization, a light regulating means such as a photomask having 
end portions which allow more light to pass therethrough toward the outside thereof can be used, or the pho- 
tomask can be placed at a distance from a cell body. In the present example, ordinary light including UV-rays 
can be used. 

30 According to the present example, the weak light-irradiated regions almost corresponding to required liquid 
crystal regions in terms of position are formed, whereby a polymerizable material can regularly be optically 
polymerized and uniform liquid crystal regions can regularly be positioned in a direction along the surface of 
the substrate. 

35 (An optimum thickness of a liquid crystal layer) 

An optimum thickness of a liquid crystal layer is varied depending upon the display mode. 

(A method for injecting a mixture between substrates) 

40 

In the present example, two substrates are attached to each other by the conventional general method, 
and after that a mixture containing the liquid crystal material and the light-curable material is injected between 
the substrates. Alternatively, before the two substrates are attached to each other, the mixture is dropped or 
coated onto one substrate, and under this condition, UV-rays are irradiated to the substrate to cure the light- 

45 curable material. Then, the two substrates are attached to each other. The latter method has the advantage 
in that spacers and the like are not required for regulating the thickness of the liquid crystal layer. 

Alternatively, an injection method shown in Figure 7 (a front view) and Figure 8 (a cross-sectional view) 
can be used. According to this method, in a cell in which two substrates 51 and 52 facing each other are sealed, 
at least two openings 52a and 52b are formed in the substrate 52. While air is taken out of one opening 52a, 

50 a mixture is injected though the other opening 52b into the cell by using a injector 53 shown in Figure 9. As 
to the position of the openings, one or more opening can be provided in one substrate and the remaining open- 
ings can be provided in a sealed portion. The air in the cell can be vacuumed through an opening from outside 
thereof. In this case, it is preferred that the degree of decompression be in the range of 200 Pa to atmospheric 
pressure in the opening to which a vacuum is applied. Moreover, it is also possible that while pressure is applied 

55 from one opening, a mixture is injected from that opening to which pressure is applied. In this case, it is pre- 
ferred that the degree of pressure be in the range of atmospheric pressure to 10 6 Pa. 
This injection method can be applied to Example 1. 
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.(A method for an orientation treatment) 

Examples of a method for an orientation treatment Include a rubbing method in which after a polymer ma- 
5 terial such as polyimide and an inorganic material are coated onto a surface of a substrate, the resulting sub- 
strate is rubbed by using a cloth; a homeotropic method in which a surfactant compound with low surface ten- 
sion is coated onto a substrate; and a diagonal orientation method in which Si0 2 is vapor-deposited onto a 
substrate. 

10 (An orientation film) 

In the present example, substrates with orientation films can be used. In this case, as shown in Figures 
10A and 1 0B, orientation films 8a and liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal regions 9 are in direct contact 
with each other, whereby the liquid crystal molecules can be oriented. 
is A preferred orientation film will be described in detail in Example 9. 

(A polymerizable material) 

A polymerizable material is mixed with a liquid crystal material to form a mixture. Finally, the polymer thus 
20 obtained functions as a wall supporting two substrates and the liquid crystal regions. Thus, the selection there- 
of is important. The polymerizable material useful for the present example is a light-curable monomer. In ad- 
dition, other polymerizable materials can be used. Examples of the light-curable monomer include acrylic acids 
and acrylic esters having a long chain alkyl group containing three or more carbons or an aromatic ring. More- 
over, examples thereof include isobutyl acrylate, stearyl acrylate, lauryl acrylate, isoamyl acrylate, n-butyl- 
25 methacrylate, n-lauryl methacrylate, tridecyl methacrylate, 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, n-stearyl methacrylate, cy- 
clohexyl methacrylate, benzyl methacrylate, and 2-phenoxyethy! methacrylate. 

In order to increase the physical strength of the polymer, multi-functional materials with two or more func- 
tional groups, such as bisphenol Adimethacrylate, bisphenol Adiacrylate, 1,4-butanediol dimethacrylate, 1,6- 
hexanediol dimethacrylate, trimethylol propane triacrylate, and tetramethylolmethane tetra acrylate can be 
30 used. 

Moreover, a polymerizable material obtained by halogenating, in particular, by chlorinating or fluorinating 
the above-mentioned monomer can be used. Examples of this polymerizable material include 2,2,3,4,4,4-hex- 
aphlorobutyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,4,4, 4-hexachlorobutyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,3-tetraphloropropyl methacry- 
late, 2,2,3,3-tetraphloropropyl methacrylate, perphlorooctyi methacrylate, perchlorooctylethyl methacrylate, 
35 perphlorooctylethyl acrylate, and perchlorooctylethyl acrylate. 

The above-mentioned polymerizable material can be used alone or in a combination of two or more kinds 
thereof. If required, chlorinated and/or fluorinated polymers or oligomers can be mixed with the above- 
mentioned monomer. 

In the case where a thin film transistor (TFT) is used as a switching element, an electrical insulation prop- 
40 erty is required for a polymer as well as a liquid crystal material. Thus, a polymerizable material which has a 
specific resistance of 1 x 10 12 Ocm or more even in an uncured state is preferred. 

(A liquid crystal material) 

45 Examples of the liquid crystal used in the present invention include organic substances or organic mixtures 
which are in a liquid crystal state in the vicinity of an ordinary temperature, such as nematic liquid crystal (in- 
cluding liquid crystal for a dual frequency drive and liquid crystal with anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae< 0), 
cholesteric liquid crystal (in particular, liquid crystal having a selective reflection characteristic with respect to 
visible light), smectic liquid crystal, ferroelectric liquid crystal (e.g., SmC*), and discotic liquid crystal. 

so As the ferroelectric liquid crystal, linear molecules having a hard core portion and an optically active portion 
in the molecules can be used. Moreover, it is also possible that a guest-host mode liquid crystal display device 
using the ferroelectric liquid crystal material to which a multi-color dye is added is manufactured, and this de- 
vice is combined with one polarizing plate to form a liquid crystal display device. As a ferroelectric liquid crystal 
prepolymer, a compound obtained by binding one part of the above-mentioned ferroelectric liquid crystal with 

55 a polymerizable functional group can be used. Examples of the polymerizable functional group include an ac- 
rylate group, a methacrylate group, an epoxy group, etc. Examples of the ferroelectric liquid crystal prepolymer 
include compounds disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication Nos. 62-277412, 63-264629, and 63- 
280742. Moreover, a curable resin which is not liquid crystal can be added to liquid crystal to such a degree 
that the response speed of the liquid crystal display device is not deteriorated. 
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Two or more liquid crystal materials can be mixed. In particular, nematic liquid crystal or nematic liquid 
crystal to which cholesteric liquid crystal ora chiral agent is added is preferred in view of the properties thereof. 
Moreover, photopolymerization is involved during the manufacturing of liquid crystal regions, so that a liquid 
5 crystal material excellent in resistance to chemical combination reactivity without being modified during the 
polymerization is preferably used. An example thereof includes liquid crystal having an inactive functional group 
such as a fluorine atom in its compound, e.g., ZLI-4801-000, ZLI-4801-001, and ZLI-4792 which are available 
from Merck & Co., Inc. 

10 (Conditions for forming liquid crystal regions) 

It is difficult to separately form light scattering type and non light scattering type liquid crystal regions. In 
general, liquid crystal regions which have a diameter of less than 20 ^m in a cell and are uniformly formed in 
a pixel can be used in a liquid crystal display device suitable for a light scattering type. In contrast, liquid crystal 
is regions which have large horizontal portions which are parallel with the substrates can be used in a liquid crys- 
tal display device suitable for a non light scattering type. 

The size of liquid crystal regions depends upon the shape of the masking portions of a photomask, a de- 
gree of parallelization of light of a light irradiation device, and a photopolymerization rate, respectively. The 
shape of the masking portions is an important factor for determining the size of the liquid crystal regions. When 
20 the shape of the masking portions is determined, an outline of the liquid crystal regions is almost determined. 

The degree of parallelization of light is a factor for determining whether light can exactly be irradiated to 
a mixture containing liquid crystal, a light-curable material, and a photopolymerization initiator, as in the form 
of the shape of the masking portions of the photomask. The degree of parallelization of light also influences 
the amount of light leaked from light-irradiated regions to weak light-irradiated regions. Because of such leaked 
25 light, the light-curable material present in the weak light-irradiated regions is cured before moving into the light- 
irradiated regions; as a result, small liquid crystal regions which are suitable for a light scattering type liquid 
crystal display device are formed in the weak light-irradiated regions. 

In the case of a high photopolymerization rate, the light-curable material is cured even due to slightly leaked 
light, and consequently, polymer walls are formed in the weak light-irradiated regions. Examples of a factor 
30 for determining the photopolymerization rate include added amounts of the photopolymerization initiator, the 
intensity of light irradiation, the kind of the polymerizable material, and the like. 

(A display mode) 

35 The liquid crystal display device manufactured in the present example is sandwiched by two polarizing 
plates, whereby a liquid crystal display device of a TN mode, an STN mode, an ECB mode, and a guest-host 
mode (in which the drive voltage characteristic curve is steep); and a ferroelectric liquid crystal display device 
can be manufactured. One polarizing plate can be provided only on the side of one substrate. Namely, when 
a polarizing plane of light is changed by electrically regulating the orientation direction in liquid crystal which 

40 is obtained by adding a dichroic dye to ferroelectric liquid crystal, only one polarizing plate can be used. 

(Ability for regulating the orientation of liquid crystal molecules) 

In the case where light is irradiated to the mixture containing the liquid crystal molecules and the light- 
45 curable material under the condition that weak light is irradiated to some parts of the mixture as in the present 
invention, a thin polymer film is sometimes retained on the surface of the substrate even in the liquid crystal 
regions. Thus, the ability of the orientation films on the substrates is sometimes decreased. The liquid crystal 
molecules can be aligned depending upon the light irradiation conditions as in applications described later by 
completely removing the ability of the orientation films. More specifically, domains in the liquid crystal regions 
so are aligned in a radial manner or a random manner, and when a voltage is applied, the liquid crystal molecules 
stand in almost the same way when seen from any direction. Thus, the refractive index no longer depends upon 
the direction in which the liquid crystal display device is seen, and the characteristics of the viewing angle can 
be improved. In this case, orientation films are not required, so that the number of manufacturing steps (coating 
of orientation films, rubbing treatment, washing, etc.) can greatly be reduced, which is industrially advanta- 
55 geous. 

Liquid crystal molecules can be in homeotropic orientation in which the liquid crystal molecules stand on 
end with respect to the cell by using a homeotropic orientation film with a strong ability for regulating the ori- 
entation. When a voltage is applied to the liquid crystal display device using homeotropic orientation films, the 
liquid crystal molecules tilt toward each polymer wall at a certain angle due to the interaction between the liquid 
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.crystal molecules and the polymer material. Thus, the same refractive index is obtained when seen from any 
direction, improving the characteristics of the viewing angle. 
The following is also confirmed in the present example: 
5 In the case where a liquid crystal material with a strong orientation ability, such as ferroelectric liquid crystal 

is used, the liquid crystal molecules in the material can be aligned along the orientation state of the substrate 
even in the present invention in which the ability for regulating the orientation of substrates is decreased. 

(Others) 

10 

In the present example, a simple matrix drive system, an active drive system using a TFT, an MIM, etc. 
can be applied; however, the drive system is not limited thereto. 

Moreover, in the liquid crystal display device of the present example, a color display can be performed by 
providing a color filter on a pixel. 
is Hereinafter, applications for Example 2 will be described. 

Application 3 

A plurality of electrode lines formed of ITO with a thickness of 50 nm were formed on a PET film with a 

20 thickness of 0.25 mm. Substrates were formed, two PET films thus obtained being counted as one set. The 
width of the electrode line, the gap between the adjacent electrode lines, and the number of the electrode 
lines were 200 turn, 50 jim, and 20, respectively. Polyimide (SE150: manufactured by Nissan Chemical Indus- 
tries Ltd.) was coated onto one set of substrates by a spin coating method, and the substrates were subjected 
to rubbing in one direction with a nylon cloth, whereby orientation films were formed. 

25 The resulting two substrates were combined so that the electrode lines on each substrate crossed each 
other at right angles. A gap between the substrates were kept at a predetermined size by inserting spacers 
with a diameter of 6 nm between the substrates, whereby a cell was formed. 

A photomask was placed on the cell under the condition that masking portions of the photomask cover 
each pixel 9a as shown in Figure 4. A homogeneous mixture containing 0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimetha- 

30 crylate, 0.9 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, 4 g of a mixture in which 0.3% cholesteric nanonate (CN) was added to 
a ferroelectric liquid crystal material (ZLI-3700-000, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.03g of a pho- 
topolymerization initiator (Irgacure 1 84, manufactured by CIBA-GEIGY Corporation) was injected into the cell. 

Next, the mixture was irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask at an illuminance of 10 mW/cm 2 for 
2 minutes by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, whereby the polymerizable 

35 material in the mixture was cured. 

The liquid crystal display device manufactured as described above was cut and one substrate was peeled 
off from the other substrate. The liquid crystal material was washed away with acetone, and after that, the 
liquid crystal layer was observed by an SEM. As a result, it was confirmed that uniformly aligned liquid crystal 
regions having the same regularity as those of a dot pattern of the photomask and a pixel pattern and having 

40 almost the same size as that of the dot pattern were formed. 

Moreover, polarizing plates were attached to another liquid crystal display device manufactured in the 
same way as the above so that the polarizing direction of the polarizing plates coincides with the orientation 
direction of the substrates, thereby obtaining a polymer matrix TN liquid crystal display device. 

45 Comparative Example 3 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 3, a TN liquid crystal display device with a conven- 
tional structure was manufactured as follows: 

Two glass plates with ITO (flint glass with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured by Nip- 
50 pon Sheet Glass Co., LTd.) were used in place of the substrates of Application 3. A cell was formed in the same 
way as in Application 3, only the same liquid crystal material as that of Application 3 was injected into the cell, 
and polarizing plates were attached to the cell so that the polarizing direction of the polarizing plates coincided 
with the orientation direction of the substrate, whereby a liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

55 Comparative Example 4 

In addition, as a comparative example with respect to Application 3, a liquid crystal display device with a 
conventional structure was manufactured as follows: 

A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 3. The same mixture containing the liquid crystal and 
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.the light-curable material as that of Application 3 was injected into the cell, and after that the cell was irradiated 
with UV-rays without a photomask, whereby a polymer dispersed TN liquid crystal display device was pro- 
duced. 

Table 1 shows contrast characteristics of the liquid crystal display device of Application 3 and of the liquid 
crystal display devices of Comparative Examples 3 and 4. 



Table 1 



Comparison of contrast characteristics 




Application 3 


Comparative Example 3 


Comparative Example 4 


Contrast 


38 


41 


9 



It is understood from Table 1 that the liquid crystal display device of Application 3 has an electro-optic char- 
acteristic comparable to that of Comparative Example 3. Compared with the conventional polymer dispersed 
TN liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 4, the liquid crystal display device of Application 3 
has higher contrast due to less light scattering in the pixels. Moreover, in the liquid crystal display device of 
Application 3, two substrates are securely supported by the polymer walls as described above, so that sub- 
strates formed of a PET film can be used. When other plastic films or glass substrates were used instead of 
the PET film, the same advantages were obtained. 

Application 4 

Cytop (manufactured by Asahi Glass Co., Ltd.) was coated onto the same substrate as that of Application 
3 so that the Cytop had a thickness of 0.2 pm. Next, spacers were dispersed on one substrate, and the other 
substrate was placed thereon to form a cell in the same way as in Application 3. Then, the same photomask 
as that of Application 3 was placed in the same way as in Application 3. A homogeneous mixture containing 
0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate, 0.9 g of lauryl acrylate, 4 g of a liquid crystal material (ZLI-4788- 
000, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.03 g of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 184, manu- 
factured by CIBA-GEIGY Corporation) was injected into the cell. 

Next, the cell was irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask at an illuminance of 10 mW/cm 2 for 2 
minutes by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, whereby the polymerizable 
material in the mixture was cured. 

The liquid crystal display device manufactured as described above was cut, and one substrate was peeled 
off from the other substrate. The liquid crystal material was washed away with acetone, and after that, the 
liquid crystal layer was observed by an SEM. As a result, it was confirmed that uniformly aligned liquid crystal 
regions having the same regularity as those of a dot pattern of the photomask and a pixel pattern and having 
almost the same size as that of the dot pattern were formed. 

Moreover, polarizing plates were attached to another liquid crystal display device manufactured in the 
same way as the above so that each polarizing direction thereof crossed each other at right angles, whereby 
a polymer dispersed ECB liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

As shown in Figure 11 A, in an ordinary ECB liquid crystal display device, liquid crystal molecules e are in 
a homeotropic orientation having a tilt angle of several degrees when no voltage is applied. Therefore, as shown 
in Figure 11 B, when a voltage is applied, the liquid crystal molecules e tilt in the same direction. As a result, 
the apparent refractive index is different depending upon direction of observation, and retardation ( A nd, 
where A n is a birefringence of liquid crystal molecules and d is a thickness of a liquid crystal cell) is changed, 
causing an inversion phenomenon in which black and white are inverted depending upon the position of ob- 
servation and nonuniform contrast In contrast, in the case where the mixture containing the liquid crystal and 
the light-curable material is irradiated with light having an illuminance distribution, a thin polymer layer is 
formed between the substrate and the liquid crystal to decrease the ability of the orientation film on the sub- 
strate for regulating the orientation. However, it was confirmed that when a homeotropic orientation film with 
a strong ability for regulating the orientation was used as in Application 4, the liquid crystal molecules were in 
a homeotropic orientation. More specifically, it was observed that the liquid crystal molecules e stood on end 
with respect to the cell as shown in Figure 12A. When a voltage is applied to the cell, as shown in Figure 12B, 
the liquid crystal molecules e tilt toward each polymer wall due to the interaction between the liquid crystal 
and the polymer walls. Thus, the refractive index becomes almost the same, when seen from any direction 
with a certain angle from a vertical direction of the cell, greatly improving the characteristics of the viewing 
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.angle. 

Comparative Example 5 

5 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 4, an ECB liquid crystal display device with a con- 
ventional structure was manufactured as follows: 

Two glass plates with ITO (flint glass with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured by Nip- 
pon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) were used instead of the substrates of Application 4. Acell was formed in the same 
10 way as in Application 4. The liquid crystal material (ZLI-4788-000) which was the same as that used in Appli- 
cation 4 was injected into the cell. Two polarizing plates were attached to the cell so that each polarizing di- 
rection thereof crossed each other at right angles, whereby a conventional liquid crystal display device was 
manufactured. 

15 Comparative Example 6 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 4, a liquid crystal display device was manufactured 
as follows: 

Acell was formed in the same way as in Application 4. The same mixture containing the liquid crystal and 
20 the light-curable material as that of Application 4 was injected into the ceil. Then, the cell was irradiated with 
UV-rays without a photomask in the same way as in Application 4, whereby a polymer dispersed ECB liquid 
crystal display device was manufactured. 

Table 2 shows the contrast characteristic of the liquid crystal display device of Application 4 together with 
those of Comparative Examples 5 and 6. 

25 

Table 2 



Comparison of contrast characteristics 




Application 4 


Comparative Example 5 


Comparative Example 6 


Contrast 


32 


35 


8 



It is understood from Table 2 that the liquid crystal display device of Application 4 has an electro-optic char- 
acteristic comparable to that of Comparative Example 5. Compared with the conventional polymer dispersed 
liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 6, the liquid crystal display device of Application 4 has 
higher contrast due to less light scattering in pixels. As to the characteristics of the viewing angle, in Compar- 
ative Example 5, inversion phenomenon was caused when seen from various directions, and in Application 4, 
such phenomenon was not caused and a large viewing angle was obtained. Moreover, in the liquid crystal dis- 
play device of Application 4, substrates formed of PET films can be used. When other plastic films or glass 
substrates were used instead of the PET film, the same advantages were obtained. 

Application 5 

ITO films with a thickness of about 1000 Angstroms were formed on two glass substrates by a vapor de- 
position method, and a plurality of electrode lines were provided in parallel on the substrates by a wet etching 
method. Polyimide orientation films with a thickness of about 500 Angstroms were coated onto surfaces of 
the substrates, on which the electrode lines were formed, by a spin coating method. The resulting substrates 
were baked at 1 90°C for one hour and subjected to a uniaxial rubbing treatment, whereby orientation films were 
formed thereon. In order to regulate cell thickness, silica beads with a diameter of 2 urn were dispersed on 
the substrate as spacers, and two substrates were attached to each other, whereby a cell was formed. 

It is noted that the rubbing treatment was conducted so as to obtain the same rubbing treated directions 
of the substrates, when the two surfaces of the substrates having the electrode lines faced each other so that 
the electrode lines crossed at right angles. 

Next, a homogeneous mixture containing 0.80 g of ferroelectric liquid crystal composition (ZLI-4003, man- 
ufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), 0.02 g of polyethylene glycol diacrylate (NK ESTER A-200, manufactured by 
Shin Nakamura Chemical Industrial Co., Ltd.) as a polymerizable material, and 0.18 g of lauryl acrylate (NK 
ESTER LA, Shin Nakamura Chemical Industrial Co., Ltd.) was injected between the substrates. This mixture 
is in a nematic phase state or an isotropic liquid phase state at an ordinary temperature. The phase transition 
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•temperature of this mixture is shown below: 

SmC* <- 25°C SmA <- 31 °C -> cholesteric phase <- 35°C -> isotropic phase 

Next, a photomask was placed on the cell in the same way as in Application 3. The mixture was irradiated 
5 with UV-rays through the photomask at an illuminance of 1 0 mW/cm 2 for 2 minutes by using a high-pressure 
mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, under the condition that the mixture was in a nematic phase or 
an isotropic liquid phase. The polymerizable material was cured by this irradiation, and a phase separation 
occurred in the mixture. 

The phase separation was observed by a microscope, revealing that the polymer walls 8 were not formed 
10 in regions which were not covered with masking portions of the photomask, and the polymer walls 8 were 
formed in regions to which the UV-rays were irradiated and in the vicinity thereof as shown in Figure 3. 

Moreover, the observation of the cell by a polarizing microscope having crossed Nicols revealed the fol- 
lowing: 

Center portions of the liquid crystal regions were in an ordinary surface stabilized ferroelectric (SSF) type 
15 orientation in the rubbed direction of the substrate. The orientation was rapidly changed in the vicinity of the 
polymer walls to be in a homeotropic orientation. On the other hand, in the regions to which the UV-rays were 
irradiated, light scattering occurred. 

In the case where the mixture containing the liquid crystal and the light-curable material was irradiated 
with light having an illuminance distribution as in Application 5, even though a horizontal orientation film with 
20 weak ability for regulating the orientation is used, the liquid crystal molecules can be aligned in the orientation 
direction of the substrate by using a liquid crystal material such as ferroelectric liquid crystal (FCL) excellent 
in regulating ability. 

Furthermore, the ferroelectric liquid crystal cell thus manufactured was placed under a microscope having 
crossed Nicols and applied with a memory pulse. It was confirmed that in the liquid crystal regions to which 

25 weak light was irradiated, the same switching as that obtained in an ordinary SSF type cell was obtained. In 
addition, when quenching phases of the cell and a polarizing plate were aligned so that switching occurred 
between a complete quenching state and a light transmission state, it was observed that the light irradiated 
regions have brightness between on and off states due to the leakage of light caused by disturbance of the 
orientation of the liquid crystal molecules and due to light scattering, even under the condition that an electrical 

30 field was not applied. 

When other plastic films or the like were used instead of the glass substrate, the same results as the above 
were obtained. 

Comparative Example 7 

35 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 5, a liquid crystal display device was manufactured 
as follows: 

A ceil was formed in the same way as in Application 5. A liquid crystal material (ZLI-4003) was injected 
into the ceil, followed by being sealed, whereby a liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

40 

Comparative Example 8 

A liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 5 and by using the 
same materials as those of Application 5, except that a photomask was not used during the light irradiation 
45 step. 

Table 3 shows the contrast characteristic of the liquid crystal display device of Application 5 together with 
those of the liquid crystal display devices of Comparative Examples 7 and 8. 



Table 3 





Application 5 


Comparative Example 7 


Comparative Example 8 


Contrast 


35 


40 


8 



It is understood from Table 3 that the liquid crystal display device of Application 5 has an electro-optic char- 
acteristic comparable to that of Comparative Example 7. Compared with the conventional liquid crystal display 
device of Comparative Example 8, the liquid crystal display device of Application 5 has higher contrast due to 
less light scattering in the pixels. Moreover, in the liquid crystal display device of Application 5, even when plas- 
tic films or the like were used, the same advantages were obtained. 
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In the liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 8 t when the mixture of the liquid crystal and 
the polymerizable material was irradiated with UV-rays, the polymerizable material was almost uniformly 
cured, whereby a phase separation was caused between the liquid crystal and the polymerizable material. 
5 When the portion where the phase separation occurred was observed by a microscope, it was revealed that 
the liquid crystal regions 9 were randomly dispersed in the polymer walls 8 almost over that portion as shown 
in Figure 13. Moreover, when this cell was observed by using a polarizing microscope having crossed Nicols, 
it was confirmed that light scattering occurred in the polymer walls 8 and center portions of the liquid crystal 
regions 9 were in nearly an SSF type orientation along the rubbed direction of the substrate, and the orientation 
10 of the liquid crystal molecules became more random toward the polymer walls 8. 

The ferroelectric liquid crystal cell thus obtained was sandwiched by polarizing plates so that the polarizing 
directions thereof crossed each other at right angles and applied with a memory pulse, confirming that the 
same switching as that of an ordinary SSF type cell was conducted. However, in the case of a reverse switch- 
ing, complete quenching was not obtained and the orientation seemed to be partially nonuniform. The inspec- 
ts tion of this nonuniform portion by the polarizing microscope revealed that light scattered in the polymer walls 
8, and light was leaked due to the disturbance of the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules in the vicinity 
of the polymer walls. 

Table 4 shows the shock resistance of the liquid crystal display devices of Application 5, Comparative Ex- 
amples 7 and 8. These results were obtained by applying a pressure of 5 kg/cm 2 to the respective liquid crystal 
20 display devices and observing the change in the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules thereof. 



Table 4 





Results of pressure test 


25 


Application 5 


The orientation of the liquid crystal molecules were slightly disturbed only 
in a pixel present in a boundary portion between the pressurized region 
and the non-pressurized region. No problem was caused in terms of practi- 
cal use. 


30 


Comparative Example 7 


The orientation of the liquid crystal molecules was disturbed from the pres- 
sured point up to the periphery thereof. A problem was caused in terms of 
practical use. 


35 


Comparative Example 8 


The orientation was disturbed in a pixel in a boundary portion between the 
pressurized region and the non-pressurized region. A problem was caused 
in terms of practical use. 


40 


Table 5 shows the change of the orientation in the case where the above-mentioned three liquid crystal 
display devices were dropped from a height of 30 cm. 




Table 5 




Results of drop test 


45 


Application 5 


Distinct disturbance of the orientation was not acknowledged. 


Comparative Example 7 


The orientation was disturbed over the entire region. 




Comparative Example 8 


Distinct disturbance of the orientation was not acknowledged. 



so As is understood from these tables, in the case of Application 5, there are no problems in the pressure 
test and in the drop test. In the case of both of Comparative Examples 7 and 8, there are problems in the pres- 
sure test and/or in the drop test. 



Application 6 

55 

Two substrates on which a plurality of electrode lines were formed and which were subjected to a rubbing 
treatment in the same way as in Application 5 were prepared. A homogeneous mixture containing 0.80 g of 
ferroelectric liquid crystal composition (ZLI-4003, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), 0.02 g of polyethylene 
glycol acrylate as a polymerizable material (NK ESTER A-200, manufactured by Shin Nakamura Chemical In- 
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•dustrial Co., Ltd.), 0.18 g of lauryl acrylate as a polymerizable material (NK ESTER LA, manufactured by Shin 

Nakamura Chemical Industrial Co., Ltd.) and silica beads with a diameter of 2 nm was coated onto one of the 

substrates under the condition that the mixture was in a nematic phase state or in an isotropic liquid phase 
5 state at an ordinary temperature. Then, the two substrates were attached to each other in the same way as 

in Application 5, whereby a cell was formed. A phase transition temperature of the mixture is shown below: 

SmC* <- 25°C SmA «- 31 °C -> cholesteric phase <- 35°C -> isotropic phase 

Next, a photomask was placed on the cell in the same way as in Application 5. The mixture was irradiated 

with UV-rays through the photomask under the same condition as that of Application 5, whereby the polymer- 
10 izable material in the mixture was cured. As a result a phase separation occurred between the liquid crystal 

and the polymer. 

The observation of the cured portion of the mixture revealed that the polymer walls were not formed in 
the regions which were not covered with the masking portions of the photomask and the polymer walls were 
formed in the light irradiated regions and in the vicinity thereof. 

15 As described above, the liquid crystal display device of Application 6 was obtained by coating the mixture 
onto one of the glass substrates on which the electrodes and orientation films were formed under the condition 
that the mixture was in a nematic phase state or an isotropic liquid phase state and attaching both of the glass 
substrates. There was no disturbed orientation in the liquid crystal display device thus obtained. However, in 
the case where the two glass substrates having the electrodes and the orientation films were attached to each 

20 other, and then the mixture containing the liquid crystal and the polymerizable material was injected between 
the substrates under the condition that liquid crystal molecules were in a nematic state or an isotropic state, 
as described in Application 5, distinct disturbance of the orientation was observed by a microscope in the vi- 
cinity of the hole for injection and in the vicinity of the sealing. 

In Example 2, one liquid crystal region was provided in one pixel or one liquid crystal region was formed 

25 in two or more pixels. The present invention is not limited thereto. For example, it is also possible in the present 
invention that at least one liquid crystal region is provided in one pixel and another one or more liquid crystal 
region or a part thereof is provided in the same pixel. This structure is effective for enlarging a screen by in- 
creasing the size of each pixel for the following reasons: 

When a photomask which completely covers a large pixel, an unreacted polymerizable material present 

30 in a center of the pixel is polymerized due to the leaked light during the irradiation of light; as a result, a number 
of liquid crystal regions or polymer islands are formed (which become a source for light scattering). Thus, con- 
trast is remarkably decreased. On the other hand, a plurality of weak light-irradiated regions are formed in a 
pixel so that the above-mentioned structure is obtained. In this case, masking portions of a photomask to be 
used become small and an unreacted polymerizable material does not remain in the center of the pixel, so 

35 that a number of liquid crystal regions or polymer islands are not formed. Thus, satisfactory contrast can be 
obtained. In particular, in the case where a longitudinal side of the pixel exceeds 200 tun, this structure is ef- 
fective. In the case where a longitudinal side of the pixel exceeds 200 urn, the maximum diameter of each weak 
light-irradiated region is preferably in the range of 20 to 500 ^m, and more preferably in the range of 50 to 200 
lim. In the case where the maximum diameter is less than 20 ym, contrast is remarkably decreased due to a 

40 number of polymer walls in the pixel. In the case where the maximum diameter is more than 500 urn, a light- 
curable material present in the center of the pixel is not likely to move to the end of the pixel. Thus, the liquid 
crystal regions cannot be formed substantially corresponding to the shape of the masking portions of the pho- 
tomask. As to the position of the weak light-irradiated regions, it is preferred that the weak light-irradiated re- 
gions are provided so as to make the maximum diameter thereof as small as possible. 

45 

Example 3 

Example 3 is a non light scattering type liquid crystal display device in which characteristics of the viewing 
angle and contrast are improved. The non light scattering type liquid crystal display device will be described 
50 by way of illustrating Applications. 

Application 7 

ITO (mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide) with a thickness of 500 Angstroms was provided on a glass 
55 substrate (flint glass: 1.1 mm thickness). Then, polyimide (SE150, manufactured by Nissan Chemical Industries 
Ltd.) was coated onto the substrate by a spin coating method, whereby an orientation film was formed thereon. 
In this way, two substrates were formed. 

Spacers with a diameter of 5 were dispersed on one substrate, and the other substrate was placed 
thereon so that the gap therebetween was kept at a predetermined size, whereby a cell was formed. 
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A photomask 43 shown in Figure 14 having square masking portions 43a, each side being 200 jim was 
placed on the cell thus formed. Each square masking portion 43a was provided with an interval of 50 u.m. In 
the cell, a homogeneous mixture containing 0.9 g of isobornyl methacrylate, 0.1 g of acrylate with two func- 
5 tional groups, i.e., a photopolymerizable compound (R-684, manufactured by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 4 g of a 
mixture in which 0.3% by weight of a chiral agent (S-811, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was added to 
liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.02 g of a photopolymerization ini- 
tiator (Irgacure 184, manufactured by CIBA-GEIGY Corporation) was injected. 

The cell was irradiated with UV-rays by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel 
10 rays. This irradiation was conducted under the condition that one cycle (including one second irradiation at 
an illuminance of 15 mW/cm 2 and 30 seconds non-irradiation) was repeated 20 times and then the irradiation 
was continuously conducted for 5 minutes. Thus, the polymerizable material was cured. 

The resulting cell was observed by a polarizing microscope, which revealed the followings: 

As shown in Figure 24A, 24B, 24C or 24D, an outside liquid crystal region d f was formed. The respective 
15 outside liquid crystal regions d v were formed with the same regularity as that of a dot pattern of the photomask 
43 (or a pixel), each region d f having almost the same size. Moreover, liquid crystal domains g in each outside 
liquid crystal region d' were oriented in an omnidirection on a surface parallel with the surface of the substrate, 
and an inside liquid crystal region d was formed being surrounded by each outside liquid crystal region d v . 

Polarizing plates were attached to the resulting cell, thereby manufacturing a liquid crystal display device. 

20 

Comparative Example 9 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 7, a cell was formed in the same way as in Application 
7. Then, the same liquid crystal material (in which 0.3% of S-811 was added) was injected into the cell thus 
25 formed. Polarizing plates were attached to the cell so that each polarizing direction thereof was aligned with 
the orientation direction of the cell, whereby a conventional TN liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Comparative Example 10 

30 Moreover, as a comparative example with respect to Application 7, a cell was formed in the same way as 
in Application 7. In the cell thus formed, a mixture containing liquid crystal, a light-curable material, and a pho- 
topolymerization initiator was injected in the same way as in Application 7. Then, the cell was irradiated with 
UV-rays in the same way as in Application 7, except that a photomask was not used. The resulting cell was 
sandwiched by polarizing plates so that the polarizing directions of each polarizing plate crossed each other 

35 at right angles, whereby a conventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Table 6 shows the electro-optic characteristics of the cell of Application 7 together with those of the cells 
of Comparative Examples 9 and 10. 



Table 6 



40 


Comparison of electro-optic characteristics 






Application 7 


Comparative Example 9 


Comparative Example 10 


45 


Contrast 


30 


41 


9 


Inversion phenomenon 
in half tone 


0 


X 


A 



For the purpose of measuring contrast, a ceil and polarizing plates were combined so as to obtain a nor- 
50 mally white state, and contrast of the cell thus obtained was measured by a liquid crystal evaluation device 
(LC-5000, manufactured by Ohtsuka Denshi Co., Ltd.). It is noted that a measurement value was taken as a 
ratio of light transmittance T 0 with respect to light transmittance T^ (To/TsaJ, where the light transmittance T 0 
was obtained when a lens with a collecting angle of 24° from the vertical direction of the cell was used under 
no voltage applied, and the light transmittance T^ was obtained when the above lens was used with a satur- 
55 ation voltage applied. In Table 6, a mark O shows a state in which inversion phenomenon hardly occurs; a mark 
x shows a state in which inversion phenomenon is easily observed; and a mark A shows a state in which in- 
version phenomenon is barely observed. 

As is understood from Table 6, the liquid crystal display device of Application 7 has electrooptic charac- 
teristics comparable to those of the conventional TN liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 9. 
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.In particular, in Application 7, the inversion phenomenon caused by changing the viewing angle as seen in the 
TN liquid crystal display device in a halftone is not observed, and contrast obtained by observing in a direction 
with an angle of 40° from the vertical direction of the cell is hardly changed. Moreover, compared with the con- 
5 ventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device (Comparative Example 10), less light scattering oc- 
curs, increasing contrast In Comparative Example 10, as shown in Fugure 22 a great number of liquid crystal 
regions d were dispersed in one pixel and the diameter of each region is very small. Thus, the liquid crystal 
display device thus obtained was a light scattering type. 

10 Application 8 

A homogeneous mixture containing 0.9 g of isobornyl methacrylate, 0.1 g of acrylate with two functional 
groups, i.e., a photopolymerizable compound (R-684, manufactured by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 4 g of a mixture 
in which 0.3% by weight of a chiral agent (S-811, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was added to a liquid 
15 crystal material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.02 g of a photopolymerization initiator 
(Irgacure 184, manufactured by CIBA-GEIGY Corporation) was injected into a cell manufactured in the same 
way as in Application 7. 

The cell was covered with the photomask shown in Figure 14 and irradiated with UV-rays by using a high- 
pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays at an illuminance of 1 5 mW/cm 2 for 5 minutes, whereby 
20 a polymerizable material was cured. 

The cell thus obtained was observed by a polarizing microscope, which revealed the following: 
As shown in Figure 25, a plurality of circular liquid crystal regions d2 were formed at the end portions of 
a weak light-irradiated region b and a plurality of circular liquid crystal regions d1 were formed surrounded by 
the liquid crystal regions d2. Each liquid crystal region d2 was divided into one to several circular liquid crystal 
25 domains, and the respective domains were formed in a radial manner. Each liquid crystal region d1 was also 
divided into one to several circular domains, and each domain was randomly oriented. 

When a voltage is applied under this condition, the direction in which liquid crystal molecules stand is dif- 
ferent depending upon each liquid crystal domain. Therefore, when the weak light-irradiated region is seen 
from an omnidirection with a predetermined angle from the vertical direction of the weak light-irradiated region, 
30 an apparent refractive index becomes almost constant. Thus, characteristics of the viewing angle in a halftone 
can be improved. 

Polarizing plates were attached to both sides of the cell thus manufactured so that each polarizing angle 
of the polarizing plates crossed each other at right angles. The electro-optic characteristic of the cell is shown 
in Table 7. 

35 

Table 7 



Comparison of electro-optic characteristics 




Application 8 


Application 9 


Contrast 


25 


19 


Inversion phenomenon in halftone 


O 


A 



45 

Application 9 

A homogeneous mixture containing 0.9 g of isobornyl methacrylate, 0.1 g of acrylate with two functional 
groups, i.e., a photopolymerizable compound (R-684, manufactured by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 4 g of a mixture 
50 in which 0.3% by weight of a chiral agent (S-811, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was added to a liquid 
crystal material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.12 g of a photopolymerization initiator 
(Irgacure 184, manufactured by CIBA-GEIGY Corporation) was injected into a cell manufactured in the same 
way as in Application 7. 

The cell was covered with the photomask shown in Figure 14 and irradiated with UV-rays by using a high- 
55 pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays at an illuminance of 45 mW/cm 2 for 5 minutes, whereby 

a polymerizable material was cured. 

The cell thus obtained was observed by a polarizing microscope, which revealed the following: 

As shown in Figure 23, a plurality of circular liquid crystal regions d were formed in a weak light-irradiated 

region b. Polarizing plates were attached to both sides of the cell thus manufactured so that each polarizing 
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•angle of the polarizing plates crossed each other at right angles. The electro-optic characteristic of the cell is 
„, shown in Table 7. 

It is understood from the comparison of Applications 7, 8, and 9 based on Tables 6 and 7 that the inversion 

5 phenomenon in a half tone in the liquid crystal regions shown in Figure 25 of Application 8 is satisfactory to 
the same degree as that of Application 7, where the liquid crystal domains of the outside liquid crystal region 
are formed in a radial manner so as to surround another liquid crystal region; however, contrast is slightly less 
satisfactory than that of Application 7. Application 9 has a structure as shown in Figure 23, so that the inversion 
phenomenon occurs in a half tone and contrast is decreased. 

10 In Applications 7 to 9, UV-rays were irradiated at an illuminance in the range of 15 mW/cm 2 of 45 mW/cm 2 
by using a high-pressure mercury lamp. The conditions for irradiation of UV-rays are different depending upon 
the composition of a mixture of liquid crystal and a polymerizable material and are not particularly limited. How- 
ever, in order to allow liquid crystal regions to sufficiently grow and to prevent damage to a liquid crystal material 
by UV-rays, the illuminance is preferably 60 mW/cm 2 (measured at 365 nm) or less. 

is The reason why a pulse irradiation is conducted at a cycle including one second irradiation and 30 seconds 
non-irradiation in Application 7 is as follows: 

In the case where a mixture containing liquid crystal and a light-curable material is irradiated with light 
having an illuminance distribution, the light-curable material in light-irradiated regions reacts to form the cores 
of the polymer walls. Then, the concentration of the light-curable material in the light-irradiated region is de- 

20 creased and the concentration gradient of the light-curable material is formed. As a result, an unreacted light- 
curable material in weak light-irradiated regions move to gather in the light-irradiated regions along the con- 
centration gradient, whereby the unreacted light-curable material moved into the light-irradiated regions are 
polymerized to form polymer walls. At this time, in the case where the light-curable material has a high poly- 
merization rate, the light-curable material in the weak light-irradiated regions is polymerized due to light leaked 

25 from the light-irradiated regions, before the light-curable material reaches the light-irradiated regions. There- 
fore, even in the weak light-irradiated regions, a plurality of liquid crystal regions are formed. If these liquid 
crystal regions are extremely small (e.g., 20 \xm or less), light is scattered at interfaces between the polymer 
walls and the liquid crystal regions, resulting in decreased contrast. For this reason, the extremely small liquid 
crystal regions are not preferred. In order to avoid this, the polymerization rate is made low, whereby the light- 

30 curable material in the weak light-irradiated regions can reach the light-irradiated regions completely, and a 
phase separation between the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls can be made clear. This means 
that each pixel in the liquid crystal display device is almost covered with the liquid crystal regions to improve 
contrast. 

In addition, as a method for making the phase separation clear, the light-curable material in the weak light- 
35 irradiated regions is allowed to be sufficiently moved into the light-irradiated regions under a non-irradiation 
condition by using light in a pulse state, whereby liquid crystal regions can be formed without forming small 
liquid crystal regions in the weak light-irradiated regions. 

It is preferred to conduct a pulse irradiation for 5 seconds or less during which the polymerizable material 
is not sufficiently cured, with an interval of 30 seconds or more. In this pulse irradiation, liquid crystal domains 
40 can be in a random orientation instead of an omnidirectional orientation by regulating the polymerizable material 
and irradiation conditions. 

Application 10 

45 Application 10 is the case where a photopolymerization reaction is suppressed, a phase separation be- 
tween liquid crystal molecules and a polymerizable material is made clear, and liquid crystal regions are formed 
so as to correspond to the shape of the masking portions of a photomask. In order to suppress a photopoly- 
merization reaction, it is preferred that a photopolymerization suppressor be added. 

ITO (mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide) with a thickness of 500 Angstroms was provided on a glass 

so substrate (flint glass: 1.1 mm thickness). Spacers (micropearl, manufactured by Sekisui Fine Chemical Co., 6 
Ltd.) with a diameter of 5 ^m were dispersed on one substrate, and the other substrate was placed thereon 
so as to keep a gap therebetween, whereby a cell was formed. 

The photomask 43 shown in Figure 14 having squares, each side being 200 \xm and each square being 
formed in a pitch of 250 \im was placed on the cell thus formed. In the cell, a homogeneous mixture containing 

55 0.85 g of isobornyl methacrylate, 0.1 g of acrylate with two functinal groups, i.e., a photopolymerizable com- 
pound (R-684, manufactured by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 0.05 g of styrene as a photopolymerization suppressor, 
4 g of a mixture in which 0.3% by weight of a chiral agent (S-81 1 , manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was added 
to a liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.02 g of a photopolymerization 
initiator (Irgacure 651, manufactured by CIBA-GEIGY Corporation) was injected. 
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The cell was continuously irradiated with UV-rays from the side of a dot pattern of the photomask 43 by 
„ using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays at an illuminance of 1 5 mW/cm 2 (measured 
at 356 nm) for 5 minutes. 

5 The cell thus formed was observed by a polarizing microscope, which revealed the following: 

Liquid crystal regions were uniformly formed with the same regularity as that of the dot pattern (or a pixel), 
each region having almost the same size. Moreover, liquid crystal domains in the liquid crystal regions were 
oriented in an omnidirection. Polarizing plates were attached to the upper and lower sides of the cell to man- 
ufacture a liquid crystal display device. 

10 

Comparative Example 11 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 1 0, a liquid crystal display device was manufactured 
as follows: 

15 A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 10, and a mixture containing liquid crystal, a light- 
curable material, a photopolymerization initiator, which was the same as that of Application 10, was injected 
into the cell. The resulting cell was irradiated with light under the same conditions as those of Application 10. 
Polarizing plates were attached to the cell thus formed so that each polarizing angle crossed each other at 
right angles, whereby a conventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device in which the cell was sand- 

20 wiched by the polarizing plates was manufactured. 

Comparative Example 12 

Moreover, as a comparative example with respect to Application 10, a liquid crystal display device was 
25 manufactured as follows: 

First, polyimide (SE150, manufactured by Nissan Chemical Co., Ltd.) was coated onto a substrate which 
was the same as that of Application 10 by a spin coating method. The substrate was subjected to a uniaxial 
rubbing treatment by using a nylon cloth. Two substrates which were treated in this way were attached to each 
other at right angles so that each rubbing direction crossed the other. Spacers (micropearl, manufactured by 
30 Sekisui Fine Chemical Co., Ltd.) with a diameter of 5 nm were dispersed on one substrate, and the other sub- 
strate was formed thereon so as to keep a gap therebetween, whereby a cell was formed. Then, a mixture in 
which 0.3% by weight of a chiral agent (S-81 1 , manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was added to a liquid crystal 
material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was injected into the cell. Moreover, polarizing plates 
were attached to the cell so that the polarizing directions thereof coincided with the orientation direction of 
35 liquid crystal molecules in the cell, whereby a conventional TN liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 
Table 8 shows the electro-optic characteristic of the display device of Application 1 0 together with those 
of the display devices of Comparative Examples 11 and 12. 



Table 8 
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For the purpose of measuring contrast, a cell and polarizing plates were combined so as to obtain a nor- 
50 mally white state, and contrast of the cell thus obtained was measured by a liquid crystal evaluation device 
(LC-5000, manufactured by Ohtsuka Denshi Co., Ltd.). It is noted that the measurement value was taken as a 
ratio of light transmittance T 0 with respect to light transmittance Tsat (TofT^), where the light transmittance T 0 
was obtained when a lens with a collecting angle of 24° from the vertical direction with respect to the cell was 
used under no voltage applied, and the light transmittance T^ was obtained when the above lens was used 
55 with a saturation voltage applied. In Table 8, a mark O shows a state in which inversion phenomenon hardly 
occurs; a mark x shows a state in which inversion phenomenon is easily observed; and a mark A shows a 
state in which inversion phenomenon is barely observed. 

As is understood from Table 8, the liquid crystal display device of Application 10 has an electro-optic char- 
acteristic comparable to that of the conventional TN liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 12. 
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'In particular, in Application 10, the inversion phenomenon caused by changing the viewing angle as seen in 
, the TN liquid crystal display device in a half tone is not observed, and the contrast obtained by observing in 
a direction with an angle of 40° from the vertical direction with respect to the cell is hardly changed. Moreover, 

s compared with the conventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device (Comparative Example 11), 
less light scattering occurs, increasing contrast 

Moreover, in Application 8, the liquid crystal regions shown in Figure 25 were obtained without using a 
photopolymerization suppressor. In Application 10 using a photopolymerization suppressor, the liquid crystal 
regions as shown in Figure 26A, 26B, 26C, or 26D were obtained. Thus, the liquid crystal display device in 

10 Application 1 0 is excellent in contrast. 

The above-mentioned photopolymerization suppressor is a compound capable of decreasing the photo- 
polymerization rate by being added to the polymerizable material to be used. Examples of the photopolymer- 
ization suppressor include polymerizable compounds which have lower reactivity than acrylate and met hacry- 
late and which have a Q valve of 0.8 or more; such as styrene (Q = 1), parachlorostyrene (Q = 1.03), a-me- 

15 thylstyrene (Q = 0.98), and butadiene (Q = 2.39), where Q represents the resonance stability of a monomer 
in a radical polymerization. When a monomer has a larger value of Q, a radical to be generated is likely to be 
stabilized due to resonance effects, decreasing the radical polymerization rate. In the present invention, when 
a polymerization reaction is slow, the phase separation rate between the liquid crystal and the polymerizable 
material becomes lower. As a result, liquid crystal regions to be formed become large and almost the same 

20 size as that of masking portions of a photomask. This is preferred since contrast is improved. In addition, it is 
preferred to use a radical catcher such as a p-quinone derivative (e.g., p-quinone, p-chloroquinone, p-methyl- 
quinone), 2,2-diphenyM-picrylhydrazyl (DPPH), aromatic nitro compounds, and nitroso compounds (e.g., ni- 
trobenzene, nitrotoluene, aniline, nitrosodimethylaniline). 

The added amount of photopolymerization suppressor is varied depending upon its effects, and there is 

25 no particular limitation thereto in the present invention. However, it is preferred to add the photopolymerization 
suppressor in such a manner that when a change of photopolymerization reaction heat of a mixture of a light- 
curable material, a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 651, 0.3% added) and a photopolymerization sup- 
pressor is observed at an illuminance of 100 mW/cm 2 (measured at 365 nm), 25°C by a photodifferential scan- 
ning calorimeter (photo DSC: PDC121, manufactured by Seiko Instruments & Electronics Ltd.), the peak of 

30 the reaction heat lasts for 20 seconds or more. When the peak value is 20 seconds or less, liquid crystal regions 
do not sufficiently grow and polymer walls are partially formed within weak light-irradiated regions of the pho- 
tomask, leading to a decrease in contrast. 

Examples of the liquid crystal include organic mixtures exhibiting a liquid crystal state in the vicinity of an 
ordinary temperature, e.g., nematic liquid crystal (including liquid crystal for a dual frequency drive and liquid 

35 crystal with dielectric anisotropy of dielectric constant As < 0), cholesteric liquid crystal (in particular, liquid crys- 
tal having selective reflection characteristics with respect to visible light), smectic liquid crystal, ferroelectric 
liquid crystal, and discotic liquid crystal. These liquid crystals can be mixed. In particular, nematic liquid crystal, 
cholesteric liquid crystal, or nematic liquid crystal to which a chiral agent is added are preferred in terms of 
the characteristics thereof. Considering problems of coloring caused by hysteresis, uniformity, and d A n (re- 

40 tardation), cholesteric liquid crystal, nematic liquid crystal to which a chiral agent having a helical pitch of 10 
\im or more is added is preferred. Moreover, liquid crystal which is excellent in resistance to chemical reaction 
is preferred since a photopolymerization reaction is involved in manufacturing. More specifically, liquid crystal 
which has a functional group such as a fluorine atom in a compound is preferred. Examples thereof include 
ZLI-4801-000, ZLI-4801-001, ZLI-4792 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.). 

45 In the combination of the liquid crystal material and the polymer material, it is preferred that the diameter 
of a liquid crystal region formed becomes larger than the dot diameter of a photomask to be used in the present 
invention, when a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device is manufactured by a conventional photopo- 
lymerization phase separation method. Even though the diameter of a liquid crystal region becomes smaller 
than a dot diameter of a photomask in a certain combination of the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable 

so material, this combination can be used by decreasing the intensity of UV-rays, suppressing the added amount 
of the photopoly merization initiator, etc. 

The mixed ratio of the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable material is preferably in the range of 
60:40 to 95:5 by weight. When the polymerizable material exceeds the ratio of 60:40, regions which change 
with respect to a voltage are decreased, resulting in poor contrast. When the polymerizable material is less 

55 than the ratio of 95:5, it becomes difficult to form polymer walls sufficiently, and moreover, the T h4 _ j point of 
the mixture of the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable material becomes higher, resulting in difficulty 
for the vacuum injection of the mixture into the cell. 

The added amount of the photopolymerization initiator is preferably in the range of 3 to 0.01% by weight 
based on the weight of the mixture of the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable material. When the add- 
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■ed amount exceeds 3% by weight, the photopolymerization rate is too high to make the liquid crystal region 
, large, decreasing an electrical holding ratio required for driving a TFT. When the added amount is less than 
0.01% by weight, a sufficient photopoly merization reaction does not occur, and thus, polymer walls cannot 
5 be formed. 

Application 11 

As in Application 8, a liquid crystal display device, in which liquid crystal regions were partitioned by poly- 
10 mer walls, was manufactured by using the same substrate and materials as those of Application 10. In Appli- 
cation 11 , a photomask 44 as shown in Figure 15 having a light transmission hole 44b in each masking portion 
44a thereof and light transmission slit 44c formed in a broken line shape from the hole 44b toward four corners 
of the masking portion 44a was used. 

The cell obtained was observed by a polarizing microscope, revealing the following: 
15 As shown in Figure 27, in the center of each liquid crystal region d with regularity, there was a polymer 
region i in an island shape. In the liquid crystal region d, liquid crystal domains g were formed in a radial manner. 
The contrast measured in a vertical direction with respect to the cell was 29; and the contrast measured at an 
angle of 45° from the vertical direction of the cell in an omnidirection was in the range of 21 to 25. In a con- 
ventional TN cell, inversion phenomenon was obtained in a direction of a stigmatic angle, remarkably decreas- 
20 ing the display quality. 

The liquid crystal display device, in which the liquid crystal regions are partitioned by the polymer walls 
and quasi-solidified, has the same function as that of a conventionally used liquid crystal display device (TN, 
STN, ECB, ferroelectric liquid crystal display devices, etc.) which has a high contrast and a steep drive voltage 
characteristic curve, and in which the cell is sandwiched by two polarizing plates. The liquid crystal display 
25 device of the present invention can be driven by a simple matrix drive method, an active drive method using 
a TFT or an MiM. The present invention is not particularly limited thereto. 

Application 12 

30 Application 12 is the case where a liquid crystal display device with a large screen is provided by aligning 
liquid crystal molecules in an omnidirection or in a random direction. 

Hereinafter a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device of Application 12 will be described. 
First, ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide) with a thickness of 500 Angstroms was provided on a 
glass substrate (flint glass: 1.1 mm thickness). Then, polyimide (SE150, manufactured by Nissan Chemical 
35 Industries Ltd.) was coated onto the glass substrate by a spin coating method, whereby an orientation film was 
formed thereon. In this way, two substrates were formed. 

Spacers with a diameter of 5 jam were dispersed on one substrate, and the other substrate was placed 
thereon so as to keep a predetermined gap therebetween, whereby a cell was formed. 

Then, a photomask 44 having a circular light transmission hole 44b with a diameter of 25 iim in the center 
40 of each masking portion 44a as shown in Figure 16 was placed on the cell thus formed. In the cell, a homo- 
geneous mixture containing 0.9 g of isobornyl methacrylate, 0.1 g of acrylate with two functional groups, i.e., 
a photopolymerizable compound (R-684, manufactured by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 4 g of a mixture in which 0.3% 
by weight of a chiral agent (S-811 , manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was added to a liquid crystal material 
(ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.02 g of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 1 84, man- 
45 ufactured by CIBA-GEJGY Corporation) was injected. 

Next, the cell was continuously irradiated with UV-rays at an illuminance of 15 mW/cm 2 for 5 minutes by 
using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, whereby the polymerizable material was 
cured. 

The resulting cell was observed by a polarizing microscope, which revealed the following: 
so As shown in Figure 27, in the center of each liquid crystal region d with regularity, there was a polymer 
region i in an island shape. In the liquid crystal region d, liquid crystal domains g were formed in a radial manner. 
The contrast measured in a vertical direction with respect to the cell was 28; and the contrast measured at an 
angle of 45° from the vertical direction of the cell in an omnidirection was in the range of 21 to 25. In a con- 
ventional TN cell, inversion phenomenon was obtained in a direction of a stigmatic angle, remarkably decreas- 
55 jng the display quality. 

As described in Applications 11 and 12, when light irradiation is conducted by using a photomask having 
a light transmission hole in the center of each masking portion, a decrease in contrast due to light scattering 
can be prevented by aligning liquid crystal molecules in liquid crystal regions in an omnidirection, suppressing 
viewing angle dependency in a half tone, and letting the liquid crystal regions cover almost the entire pixel. 
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-Moreover, a liquid crystal display device obtained by using this type of photomask can be utilized for a large 
, screen and used as a liquid crystal display device required to have less viewing angle dependency. Thus, its 
application range is remarkably wide. Its application range covers a liquid crystal TV, a display device for a 

5 video camera (liquid crystal viewcam, manufactured by Sharp K.K.). eyeglasses-type liquid crystal display de- 
vice for virtual reality, and a liquid crystal display device for vehicles. In the case where an area of a masking 
portion is very large, a plurality of light transmission holes can be provided, and one of the transmission holes 
is not necessarily positioned in the center of the masking portion. What is important is that almost all of the 
weak light-irradiated regions become liquid crystal regions and the liquid crystal molecules therein are aligned 

10 in a radial manner. 

The technique of Example 3 can be applied to the case where two or more liquid crystal regions are formed 
in one pixel. Figure 17 shows this application. In Figure 17, the reference mark b denotes a pixel or a masking 
portion of a photomask, c an open portion of the photomask, d a liquid crystal region, and e liquid crystal mol- 
ecules. 

15 In Example 3, each item described in Example 2, such as the Light regulating means such as a photomask, 
Irradiation of light, etc. can be applied in the same way. 

Example 4 

20 In addition to the structure of Example 3, Example 4 is the case where a plurality of liquid crystal molecules 
j in a liquid crystal region d are aligned in a helical manner around a helical axis k which is nearly vertical with 
respect to a surface of a substrate as shown in Figure 28A. In this case, a liquid crystal material in which chol- 
esteric liquid crystal, a chiral agent, or the like added to the nematic liquid crystal is used. Examples of the 
chiral agent include S-811, R-811, and CE12. 

25 For example, when nematic liquid crystal (in particular, liquid crystal having a helical pitch) is used, the 
characteristics thereof are changed depending upon its helical pitch. 

(1) In the case of a helical pitch of more than 100 \m t the observation by a polarizing microscope reveals 
that as shown in Figures 29A and 29B, liquid crystal molecules are aligned in a liquid crystal region d in 
parallel with the substrate and orientation planes of the liquid crystal are hardly twisted. Namely, the liquid 

30 crystal molecules are in a nearly homogeneous orientation. In this case, when the cell is sandwiched by 
polarizing plates so that each polarizing direction crosses the other at right angles (crossed Nicols), light 
is transmitted through the cell only influenced by the effects of birefringence of the liquid crystal. Thus, 
the amount of light transmitted therethrough is small. Moreover, the difference of refractive index at an 
interface between the polymer wall and the liquid crystal region d becomes large under no applied voltage. 

35 Therefore, when seen at a position with an angle from a vertical direction with respect to the cell, the in- 
terface between the polymer wall and the liquid crystal region d is revealed, resulting in a rough display. 

(2) In the case of a helical pitch of 15 urn to 100 urn, the observation by a polarizing microscope reveals 
that as shown in Figures 28A, 28B, and 28C, liquid crystal molecules are aligned in parallel with the sub- 
strate, twisted with each other, and have an orientation state in which the liquid crystal molecules on the 

40 upper and lower substrates are twisted (nearly in a TN orientation). In this case, light incident upon the 
cell is optically rotated by the twisted molecules, so that the incident light passes through the polarizing 
plates under crossed Nicols. Thus, the amount of light passed through the cell is increased. Moreover, 
the liquid crystal molecules at the interfaces between the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls are 
aligned in parallel with the substrate, but randomly aligned within each interface. Therefore, when seen 

45 at a position with an angle from the vertical direction with respect to the cell, the interfaces between the 
liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls are hardly revealed, resulting in an improved display quality 
without roughness. 

(3) In the case of a helical pitch of less than 15 urn, the observation by a polarizing microscope reveals 
that as shown in Figures 30A and 30B, minute stripe patterns are generated in liquid crystal regions since 

so a helical axis of the liquid crystal molecules is tilted from a vertical plane with respect to the cell. In an 
orientation state in which the helical axis lies down, only part of the liquid crystal molecules stands in the 
vertical direction of the cell, decreasing light transmittance. 

As described above, in Example 4, the helical pitch is preferably in the range of 15 \xm to 100 urn. More 
preferably, in view of light transmittance and roughness of a display, the helical pitch is in the range of 25 \im 
55 to 75 urn. 

Applications 13, 14, 15 and 16 

Two transparent electrode substrates with ITO were attached to each other so as to have a cell thickness 
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•of 5.5 urn. A mixture containing 0.1 g of R-684, 0.05 g of styrene, 0.85 g of isobornyl methacrylate, 4 g of a 
, liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792), and 0.02 g of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 651 ) was injected into 
the cell thus obtained. In the liquid crystal material, 0.3% by weight of S-811 (Application 13), 0.6% by weight 

5 of S-811 (Application 14), 0.9% by weight of S-811 (Application 15), and 1.2% by weight of S-811 (Application 
16) were added as a chiral agent, respectively. The mixture was heated to 40°C so as to obtain a homogene- 
ously mixed state. Then, a photomask having square masking portions each side of which is 200 jxm, the mask- 
ing portions being provided in a matrix with an interval of 50 urn from each other, was placed on the cell. The 
cell was irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask by using a high-pressure mercury lamp at an illumi- 

10 nance of 14 mW/cm 2 under the condition that a cycle including one second irradiation and 29 seconds non- 
irradiation was repeated 20 times and then continuously irradiated for 5 minutes. Moreover, the cell was irra- 
diated for 5 minutes without the photomask. Polarizing plates were attached to the upper and lower sides of 
the resulting cell so that each polarizing direction crossed the other at right angles. 

15 Comparative Examples 13 and 14 

As comparative examples with respect to Applications 1 3, 14, 1 5 and 16, liquid crystal display devices were 
manufactured as follows: 

Cells were formed in the same way as in Applications 13, 14, 15 and 16. Then, a mixture containing 4 g 
20 of a liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792), and 0.02 g of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 651) was injected 
into each cell. In the liquid crystal material, 0% by weight of S-811 (Comparative Example 13) and 1.5% by 
weight of S-811 (Comparative Example 14) were added as a chiral agent, respectively. 

Table 9 shows electro-optic characteristics of the liquid crystal display devices of Applications 13, 14, 15 
and 16; and Comparative Examples 13 and 14. Adrive voltage (V th ) represents a voltage when light transmit- 
25 tance is changed by 10%; and T 0 represents light transmittance under no applied voltage, (where light trans- 
mittance obtained when two polarizing plates are attached so that each polarizing plate is aligned is taken as 
100%). A helical pitch of the liquid crystal material was measured by using a wedge-shaped ceil. 
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As is understood from Table 9, when the helical pitch of the liquid crystal material is in the range of 15 nm 
to 100 ^m, a bright display with improved light transmittance is made possible. The helical pitch is more pre- 
ferably in the range of 25 urn to 75 nm. Furthermore, there is a tendency that the addition of a chiral agent 
decreases the drive voltage. 



Example 5 

Example 5 is the case where light transmittance and contrast can be improved in a liquid crystal display 
device in which liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner or in a random manner. Hereinafter, Ex- 
ample 5 will be described by way of illustrating applications. 
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• Applications 17, 18, 19 and 20 

■ 

Two glass substrates with a thickness of 1 .1 mm having ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide with 
5 a thickness of 500 Angstroms) were used. Spacers with a diameter of 6 urn were dispersed on one substrate, 
and the other substrate was placed thereon so as to keep a gap therebetween. Then, a photomask as shown 
in Figure 31 was placed on the cell thus obtained so that the pixels were covered with masking portions of 
the photomask. Moreover, in the cell, a homogeneous mixture containing 0.1 g of acrylate with two functional 
groups, i.e., a photopolymerizable compound (R-684, manufactured by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 0.05 g of styrene, 
10 0.85 g of isobornyl methacrylate, fluorine and/or chlorine type liquid crystal material shown in Table 10 (in which 
0.5% of S-81 1 was added as a chiral agent), and 0.0025 g of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 651 ) was 
injected. 



Table 10 
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25 Next, the ceil was irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask by using a high-pressure mercury lamp 
(which can provide parallel rays) at an illuminance of 10 mW/cm 2 under the condition that a cycle including 
one second irradiation and 30 seconds non-irradiation was repeated 20 times and then continuously irradiated 
for 10 minutes. Moreover, the cell was irradiated for 10 minutes without the photomask. Polarizing plates were 
attached to the upper and lower sides of the resulting cell so that each polarizing direction crossed the other 

20 at right angles. Thus, a liquid crystal display device in which liquid crystal regions were partitioned by polymer 
walls. 

Table 11 shows light transmittance T 0 which is an electro-optic characteristic of the cell thus formed under 
no applied voltage, where light transmittance obtained when the two polarizing plates are positioned so that 
each polarizing direction is aligned is taken as 100%. 



35 
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Viewing angle characteristics of the liquid crystal display devices of Applications 1 7 to 20 were satisfactory 
without inversion phenomenon. 

45 Applications 21 and 22 



The same material for a substrate as that of Application 17 was used, and each cell was formed so as to 
have a cell thickness of 7.2 urn (Application 21) and 9.1 \im (Application 22) by changing the spacers to be 
provided in each cell. 

50 The same mixture as that of Application 1 7 was injected into the respective cells, and the cells were irra- 
diated with UV-rays through a photomask in the same way as in Application 17. The cells were observed by 
a polarizing microscope, which revealed the following: 

In Applications 21 and 22, liquid crystal regions each having almost the same shape as that of a masking 
portion of the photomask were formed. 

55 

Comparative Examples 15 and 16 

Cells were formed in the same way as in Applications 21 and 22, except that the thickness thereof is 
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•changed. In Comparative Example 15, the cell thickness was 3.5 \im, and in Comparative Example 16, the 
ceil thickness was 12.0 ^m. 

Table 12 shows the electro-optic characteristics of the liquid crystal display devices manufactured as de- 
scribed above. 



Table 12 





Application 21 


Application 22 


Comparative Example 
15 


Comparative Example 
16 


Cell thickness 
(urn) 


7.2 


9.1 


3.5 


12.0 


d -An 


0.648 


0.819 


0.315 


1.17 


Light transmist- 
tance T 0 (%) 


38 


32 


12 


20 



As is understood from Table 12, the viewing angle characteristics of the liquid crystal display devices of 
Applications 21 and 22 were satisfactory without inversion phenomenon. Moreover, as is understood from Ta- 
bles 10 to 12, display characteristics of the liquid crystal display devices, particularly, light transmittance T 0 
under no applied voltage are greatly influenced by a product of An of the liquid crystal materia! and the thick- 
ness d of the liquid crystal layer (An d). In the case of the product An d of 0.4 to 1 .1 \xm t higher tight transmit- 
tance is obtained. In Comparative Example 1 5, since the cell thickness was too small, the liquid crystal material 
and the light-curable material do not sufficiently move; as a result, polymer walls were also formed in weak 
light-irradiated regions. Thus, light transmittance is low under no applied voltage. Moreover, the cell thickness 
influences the product A n-d. When the cell thickness was 3 \im or less, the liquid crystal material and the 
light-curable material do not sufficiently move; as a result, a great number of liquid crystal regions are formed 
in the weak light-irradiated regions, decreasing contrast. When the cell thickness is 10 or more, part of the 
polymer walls is not sufficiently in contact with the upper and lower substrates, decreasing the controllability 
of the size of liquid crystal regions. Thus, it is preferred that the product A n-d is in the range of 0.4 to 1.1 urn, 
and the cell thickness is in the range of 3 to 10 \itr\. 

Example 6 

In the present example, a photomask preferred for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device in which 
liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner or in a random manner. 

A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 17. Then, the same mixture as that of Application 17 
was injected into the cell. A photomask shown in Figure 32 was placed on the cell and irradiated with UV-rays 
in the same way as in Application 17. The observation of the cell thus obtained by a polarizing microscope 
revealed that liquid crystal regions as shown in Figure 33 were formed. Each liquid crystal region d had a struc- 
ture in which an inside liquid crystal region d1 and an outside liquid crystal region d2 were separated by a poly- 
mer region, and a polymer island I was formed in the vicinity of the center of the inside liquid crystal region 
d1. 

Figures 34A, 34B, and 34C show viewing angle characteristic curves of the liquid crystal display device 
obtained in the present example. Figures 34A and 34B show the relationships between the light transmittance 
and the applied voltage of the liquid crystal display device in which a cell was sandwiched by polarizing plates 
so that each polarizing direction crossed the other at right angles. As shown in Figure 34D, in Figure 34A, the 
viewing angle characteristic was measured in a direction a (i.e., in a vertical direction with respect to the cell); 
in Figure 34B, the viewing angle characteristic was measured in a direction b (i.e., in a direction with an angle 
of 40° from the vertical direction with respect to the cell); and in Figure 34C, the viewing angle characteristic 
was measured in a direction c (i.e., in a direction with an angle of 90° from the direction b and with an angle 
of 40° from the direction a). As is understood from those figures, even though the viewing angle is changed, 
the light transmittance and the applied voltage characteristic curves are hardly changed, showing that the view- 
ing characteristic of the liquid crystal display device of the present example is excellent. In particular, it is hardly 
seen that the light transmittance is increased under an applied saturation voltage. 

As in the present example, when a photomask, in which each masking portion has an opening whose shape 
is the same as that of a periphery of the masking portion, is used, small liquid crystal domains are formed in 
a radial manner between the periphery and the opening, thereby greatly improving the viewing angle charac- 
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'teristic. The shape of the periphery and the opening is not necessarily identical. For example, a circular open- 
., ing, a hexagonal opening, a square opening, etc. with respect to a rectangular periphery can provide the same 
advantages. In the case where the hexagonal shape is used as in the present example, a flat surface can en- 
5 tirely be covered, and the liquid crystal domains can readily be formed in a nearly circular liquid crystal region. 

Example 7 

Example 7 is the case where viewing angle dependency is further improved in a non light scattering type 
10 liquid crystal display device. 

In a non light scattering type liquid crystal display device, a viewing angle characteristic in a half tone is 
much improved, compared with a conventional liquid crystal display device. However, liquid crystal molecules 
tilt with respect to a vertical direction of a cell, so that a refractive index of the vertical direction of the cell and 
that of a diagonal direction of the cell are slightly changed. Due to this phenomenon, apparent contrast is also 
15 slightly changed. In order to correct this phenomenon, a disk-shaped refractive index anisotropic film 62 having 
anisotropy of refractive index can be formed between a polarizing plate (not shown) and a substrate 61, as 
shown in Figure 18. Because of this, the refractive index in a vertical direction (m direction) and in a diagonal 
direction (n direction) become almost the same, thereby remarkably decreasing viewing angle dependency 
on contrast. This is disclosed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 2-400795. This is a general meth- 
20 od for canceling birefringence. 

The refractive index film 62 is formed of a biaxially oriented film such as polyvinyl alcohol (PVA), in which 
there is no anisotropy of refractive index in a film surface and the refractive index in a surface direction of the 
film is made larger than that in a vertical direction thereof. 

25 Example 8 

Example 8 is the case where a masking property is improved in a non light scattering type liquid crystal 
display device by placing a light-intercepting mask such as a black mask on a polymer wall. 

Figure 19 is a cross-sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device according to the present exam- 
30 pie. This liquid crystal display device includes two transparent substrates 30 and 35 facing each other, polymer 
walls 37 provided so as to reach inner surfaces (strictly speaking, orientation films 34a and 34b) of the sub- 
strates 30 and 35, liquid crystal regions 38 partitioned by the polymer walls 37, polarizing plates 39a and 39b 
respectively provided on the outer surface of the substrates 30 and 35, and a backlight 40 provided outside 
of one (lower) substrate 30. 

35 The substrate 30 has pixel electrodes 31 formed on the side of the liquid crystal regions 38. Moreover, on 
the substrate 30 having the pixel electrodes 31 , a flat film 32 for flattening, a light-intercepting mask 33, and 
the orientation film 34a are formed in this order. The light-intercepting mask 33 is provided so that its masking 
portions cover 50% or more of each contact area where the polymer walls 37 are in contact with the inner sur- 
face of the substrate 30. The substrate 35 has counter electrodes 36 on the side of the liquid crystal regions 

40 38 so that the counter electrodes 36 face and cross the pixel electrodes 31 , and the orientation film 34b formed 
so as to cover the counter electrode 36. 

When the masking portions of the light-intercepting mask 33 covers 100% or more of the contact area of 
the polymer walls 37, pixels correspond to portions which are not covered with the light-intercepting mask 33. 
In contrast, when the masking portions of the light-intercepting mask 33 covers less than 1 00% of the contact 

45 area of the polymer walls 37, pixels correspond to the area where the pixel electrodes 31 overlap the counter 
electrodes 36. 

A liquid crystal display device with the above-mentioned structure is manufactured as follows: 

First, the substrate 30 on which the pixel electrodes 31, the scanning lines, the signal lines, the flat film 
32, the light-intercepting mask 33 and the orientation film 34a are formed, and the substrate 35 on which the 
so counter electrode 36 and the orientation film 34b are obtained. 

The orientation films 34a and 34b are subjected to a rubbing treatment. Then, the substrates 30 and 35 
are disposed so as to face each other, and a previously prepared mixture at least containing a light-curable 
material and a liquid crystal material is injected between the substrates 30 and 35. Then, a photomask having 
masking portions is placed outside of the substrate 35. Each masking portion has a size smaller than that of 
55 each pixel, and the masking portions are formed in a matrix, the other portions of the photomask being light 
transmission portions. The position and size of the light transmission portions of the photomask are previously 
determined so that the masking portions of the light-intercepting mask 33 covers 50% or more of each area 
of the polymer walls 37 reaching the inner surface of the substrate 30. 

As described above, it is preferred that the masking portions of the light-intercepting mask 33 cover 50% 
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•or more of each area of the polymer walls 37 reaching the inner surface of the substrate 30. However, if 300% 
, or more area is covered, the peripheral areas of the pixel electrodes 31 covered with the masking portions 
increase, resulting in a decrease in brightness. Thus, the percentage of each area of the polymer walls to be 
5 covered should be in the range of 50% to 300%. The range of 80% to 1 50% is more preferred. The use of the 
light-intercepting mask 33 has the following advantage: 

Even though one liquid crystal region is provided over two pixels or one liquid crystal region is formed 
between the adjacent pixels, the light-intercepting mask 33 intercepts light between the adjacent pixels. Thus, 
light can be prevented from being transmitted between the adjacent pixels, thereby avoiding the decrease in 
10 contrast. 

In the present example, the light-intercepting mask 33 is positioned on the side of the backlight 40 with 
respect to the liquid crystal regions 38. Alternatively, the light-intercepting mask can be positioned on the op- 
posite side of the backlight 40 with respect to the liquid crystal regions 38. In the case where the light- 
intercepting mask 33 is positioned on the side of the backlight 40 with respect to the liquid crystal region 38, 
15 light can be intercepted before being scattered by the polymer walls 37. Thus, the light-intercepting property 
can be improved. In addition, the light-intercepting mask 33 is preferably provided close to the portions of the 
polymer walls 37 reaching the inner surface of the substrate 30 as much as possible. 

Any material can be used for the light-intercepting mask 33 as long as visible light can be intercepted by 
50% or more. Examples of the material include metal such as aluminum, tantalum, and molybdenum; or organic 
20 materials such as colored paints. The material is used as a thin film. 

Hereinafter, Example 8 will be described by way of illustrating applications. 

Application 23 

25 First, electrode lines formed of ITO with a thickness of 500 Angstroms were respectively formed on PET 
films with a thickness of 0.25 mm. In both of the substrates, the width of each electrode line was 200 iim; the 
distance between the electrodes lines was 50 \xm; and the respective number of the electrode lines was 20. 

Next, polyimide (SE1 50, manufactured by Nissan Chemical Industries Ltd.) was coated onto the substrates 
by a spin coating method, whereby orientation films were formed. These orientation films were subjected to 
30 a rubbing treatment by using a nylon cloth. In this way, two substrates were formed. 

Then, spacers with a diameter of 6 |im were dispersed on one substrate, and the other substrate was 
placed thereon so as to keep a gap therebetween, whereby a cell was formed. At this time, the electrode lines 
formed on the respective PET films crossed each other at right angles. 

A photomask 41 made of Al as shown in Figure 20 was placed on the cell thus obtained. The photomask 
35 41 had square (for example) masking portions 41a, each side of which was 200 jim. The distance between 
the respective centers of the adjacent square masking portions 41a was 250 jim, and each width of light trans- 
mission portions 41b between the adjacent square masking portions 41a was 50 nm. Then, a homogeneous 
mixture containing 0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate, 0.9 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, 4 g of a mixture 
in which 0.3 g of cholesteric nanonate (CN) was added to liquid crystal material (ZLI-3700-000, manufactured 
40 by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.03 g of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 184, manufactured by CIBA-GEIGY 
Corporation) was injected into the cell. 

The cell was irradiated with UV-rays by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel 
rays at an illuminance of 10 mW/cm 2 for two minutes. 

Finally, polarizing plates were attached to the resulting cell so that the respective polarizing directions were 
45 aligned with the orientation directions of the corresponding orientation films, whereby a polymer dispersed TN 
liquid crystal display device was obtained. 

Application 24 

so Another cell was formed as follows: 

First, a cell was formed in the same way as in Application 23 except for the step of attaching the polarizing 
plates. Then, a light-intercepting mask 42 as shown in Figure 21 was attached to the cell. The light-intercepting 
mask 42 made of molybdenum had masking portions 42a (which just correspond to the light transmission po- 
tions of the photomask 41 in Application 23). The light-intercepting mask 42 was attached to the substrate which 

55 was to be on the side of a backlight so that the masking portions 42a overlapped the light transmission portions 
of the photomask 41. 

Finally, polarizing plates were attached to the resulting cell so that the respective polarizing directions were 
aligned with the orientation directions of the corresponding orientation films, whereby a polymer dispersed TN 
liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 
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• Comparative Example 17 

As a comparative example with respect to Applications 23 and 24, a cell was formed in the same way as 
5 in Application 23 by using glass with ITO (flint glass with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufac- 
tured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) instead of the substrate used in Application 23. Moreover, only the same 
liquid crystal as that of Application 23 was injected into the cell. Then, polarizing plates were attached to the 
cell so thatthe respective polarizing directions were aligned with the orientation directions of the corresponding 
orientation films, whereby a conventional TN liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

10 

Comparative Example 18 



As a comparative example with respect to Applications 23 and 24, a TN type cell was formed in the same 
way as in Application 23. Moreover, the same mixture as that of Application 23 was injected into the cell. Then, 
15 the cell was irradiated with UV-rays in the same way as Application 23, except that a photomask was not used, 
whereby a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Table 13 shows contrast characteristics of the liquid crystal display devices of Applications 23 and 24 to- 
gether with those of Comparative Examples 17 and 18. 



Table 13 



Comparison of contrast characteristics 




Application 23 


Application 24 


Comparative Example 
17 


Comparative Example 18 


Contrast 


38 


40 


41 
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As is understood from Table 1 3, the liquid crystal display device of Application 23 has an electro-optic char- 
acteristic comparable to that of Comparative Example 17. in particular, the liquid crystal display device of Ap- 
plication 24 exhibits almost the same contrast as that of Comparative Example 17. Much more satisfactory 
contrast can be obtained in Applications 23 and 24, compared with that of Comparative Example 18. 

Thus, according to the method of Example 8, a film-shaped substrate can be used, and higher contrast 
can be obtained, compared with the conventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device, because of 
little light scattering in the pixels. 

The liquid crystal display devices of Applications 23 and 24 were cut and one substrate was peeled off 
from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen. Then, the liquid crystal material was washed away with acetone. 
After that, a horizontal cross-section of the polymer walls was observed by the SEM, revealing that the liquid 
crystal regions with the same regularity as that of the masking portions of the photomask (i.e., the same reg- 
ularity as that of the pixels) were uniformly formed, each liquid crystal region having almost the same size. 

In Example 8, each item described in Example 2, such as the Light regulating means such as a photomask, 
Irradiation of light, etc. can be applied in the same way. 

Example 9 

Example 9 is the case where a photopolymerizable compound material and liquid crystal are clearly sepa- 
rated (phase separation) by curing the material in a non light scattering type liquid crystal display device. 

In this type of liquid crystal display device, at least one substrate has an orientation film containing a thin 
film material and a photopolymerization initiator, and the substrate with the orientation film is subjected to a 
rubbing treatment in one direction. 

A method for manufacturing this liquid crystal display device will be described as follows: 

First, two substrates having the above-mentioned orientation films are disposed so that the respective ori- 
entation films face each other, whereby a cell is formed. Then, a mixture containing a liquid crystal material 
and a photopolymerizable material is injected between the substrates. When the cell thus formed is irradiated 
with light, the polymerizable material starts being polymerized due to the photopolymerization initiator con- 
tained in the orientation films. As a result, polymer walls are formed in desired positions. 

Hereinafter, materials and the like applicable to the present example will be described. 
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•(A thin film material for an orientation film) 

ti 

In general, polymer materials, inorganic materials, and the like can be used. Organic materials such as 
5 polyimide, thermoplastic resins, and condensation type polymers are preferred. Examples of the polyimide in- 
clude JALS-203 and JALS-204. (both manufactured by Nippon Chemical Industries Ltd.), and SE150 (manu- 
factured by Japan Synthetic Rubber Co., Ltd.) etc. Examples of the thermoplastic resins include polystyrene, 
PMMA, polyphenylene oxide (PPO), polycarbonate, etc. Examples of the condensation type polymers include 
polyimide, novolac resins, etc. 

10 

(A photopolymerization initiator) 

A general photopolymerization initiator can be used. Examples of the photopolymerization initiator include 
Irgacure 184, Irgacure 651, Irgacure 907, Darocure 1173, Darocure 1116, and Darocure 2959, etc. The photo- 
15 polymerization initiator can be added in the range of 1 to 50% by weight based on the total weight of the above- 
mentioned thin film material. 

The thin film material and the photopolymerization initiator are dissolved in a solvent (which allows the 
thin film material and the photopolymerization initiator to be dissolved) to obtain a dilute solution. The solution 
thus obtained is coated onto the substrate by a spin coating method, a printing method, etc., whereby an ori- 
20 entation film is formed. 

Hereinafter, Example 9 will be described by way of illustrating applications. 

Application 25 

25 Figure 35 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device of the 
present example. Figure 36 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of a method for manufacturing the poly- 
mer dispersed liquid crystal display device. As shown in Figure 35, a pair of substrates 71 and 72 face each 
other so as to have liquid crystal regions 78 supported by polymer walls 77. Electrode lines 73 are provided 
on an inner side of the substrate 71, and an orientation film 75 is formed so as to cover the electrode lines 73. 

30 Electrode lines 74 are provided on an inner side of the substrate 72, and an orientation film 76 is formed so 
as to cover the electrode lines 74. 

The liquid crystal display device with the above-mentioned structure was manufactured as follows: 
As shown in Figure 36, the electrode lines 73 and 74 formed of ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide) 
were formed on the substrates 71 and 72, respectively. The thickness of the respective substrates 71 and 72 

35 was 1.1 mm. Each thickness and width of the electrode lines 73 and 74 was 500 Angstroms and 200 ym. Twenty 
electrode lines 73 and 74 were respectively formed with a distance of 50 \xm between adjacent lines. Glass 
with ITO (flint glass with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., 
Ltd.) can be used for the substrates 71 and 72. 

Then, the orientation films 75 and 76 were coated so as to cover the electrode lines 73 and 74, respectively 

40 by a spin coating method. The orientation films 75 and 76 were subjected to a rubbing treatment in one direction 
by using a nylon cloth. The orientation films 75 and 76 were formed of polyimide (SE150, manufactured by 
Nissan Chemical Industries Ltd.) to which 5% by weight of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 184) was 
added. The substrates 71 and 72 thus obtained were attached so that the electrode lines 73 and 74 faced and 
crossed each other. Then, spacers with a diameter of 6 nm were dispersed on one of the substrates 71 and 

45 72, and the other substrate was placed thereon, whereby a cell was formed. 

Next, a photomask 79 was placed outside of the substrate 72 so that pixel portions were masked. More- 
over, a homogeneous mixture 80 containing a photopolymerizable material and a liquid crystal material was 
injected into the cell. The photopolymerizable material contained 0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate, 
0.4 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, and 0.5 g of isobornyl acrylate; and the liquid crystal material contained 4 g of 

so a mixture in which 0.3% of cholesteric nanonate (CN) was added to ZLI-3700-000 (manufactured by Merck & 
Co., Inc.). The cell thus obtained was irradiated with UV-rays at an illuminance of 10 mW/cm 2 for 10 minutes 
by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, whereby the photopolymerizable ma- 
terial was cured. 

One substrate was peeled off from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen, and the liquid crystal material 
55 was washed away with acetone. After that, a horizontal cross-section of the polymer walls was observed by 
the SEM, revealing that liquid crystal regions 78 with the same regularity as that of the photomask 79 (i.e., 
the same regularity as that of the pixels) were uniformly formed, each liquid crystal region 78 having almost 
the same size. Here, it is noted that 20 polymer walls which had the most excellent regularity were selected 
for observation from samples, since some of the samples were damaged during the formation thereof. 
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Finally, two polarizing plates were attached to the cell so that each polarizing direction was aligned with 
the orientation direction of the cell, whereby a liquid crystal display device of the present example was man- 
ufactured. 

Comparative Example 19 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 25, a liquid crystal display device was manufactured 
as follows: 

In Comparative Example 19, glass with ITO (flint glass with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, man- 
ufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) was used instead of the substrates 71 and 72 of application 25, 
and only a liquid crystal material (ZLI-3700-000) was used. 

Comparative Example 20 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 25, and a liquid crystal display device was manu- 
factured in the same way as in Application 25 except that a photomask was not used. 

Table 14 shows the results obtained by measuring the contrast of the liquid crystal display devices of Ap- 
plication 25 and Comparative Examples 19 and 20. Contrast is measured by using a Photal LC 5000 system, 
and is taken as a ratio of light transmittance T 0 under no applied voltage with respect to light transmittance 
under the condition that a saturation voltage is applied: {JofT^. 



Table 14 



Comparison of contrast characteristics 
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Comparative Example 19 


Comparative Example 20 


Contrast 


39 


41 
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As is understood from Table 14, the liquid crystal display device manufactured by using a photomask has 
high contrast. The use of the photomask enables the formation of the polymer walls with the same regularity 
as that of the pixels and greatly decreases the interfaces between the polymer walls and the liquid crystal 
regions, sufficiently reducing light scattering between the polymer walls and the liquid crystal regions. 

In Example 9, each item described in Example 2 V such as Light regulating means such as a photomask, 
Irradiation of light, etc. can be applied in the same way. 

Example 10 

Example 10 is the case where a phase separation is clearly conducted between a polymer and liquid crys- 
tal by curing a photopolymerizable compound in a non light scattering type polymer dispersed liquid crystal 
display device. 

Figure 37 shows a cross-sectional view illustrating a method for manufacturing a polymer dispersed liquid 
crystal display device of the present example. Figure 38 shows a schematic cross-sectional view of the polymer 
dispersed liquid crystal display device of the present example. As shown in Figure 37, substrates 81 and 82 
face each other with liquid crystal regions 88 sandwiched therebetween. The liquid crystal regions 88 are par- 
titioned by polymer walls 87. The substrate 81 has electrode lines 83 on the side of the liquid crystal regions 
88, and an orientation film 85 is formed so as to cover the electrode lines 83. On the orientation film 85 other 
than pixels 92, a thin film pattern 89 containing a polymerization initiator are formed. Electrode lines 84 are 
provided on an inner side of the substrate 82, and an orientation film 86 is formed so as to cover the electrode 
lines 84. On the orientation film 86 other than the pixels 92, a thin film pattern 90 containing a polymerization 
initiator is formed. 

A method for manufacturing the liquid crystal display device with the above-mentioned structure is as fol- 
lows: 

First, the thin film patterns 89 and 90 containing a polymerization initiator are respectively formed on por- 
tions of the substrates 81 and 82 in which the polymer walls 87 are to be formed. Then, the substrates 81 and 
82 are attached to each other, and a mixture containing a liquid crystal material and photopolymerizable or 
heat-polymerizable compound material is injected between the substrates 81 and 82 whereby a cell is formed. 
Next, the mixture is irradiated with UV-rays or heated. As a result, the polymerizable compound starts being 
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cured due to the polymerization initiator contained in the thin film patterns 89 and 90, and the polymer walls 
. 87 starts being formed in contact with the thin film patterns 89 and 90. Thus, the liquid crystal regions 88 which 
are subjected to orientation treatment are formed in one pixel or an adjacent plurality of pixels. 
5 The thin film pattern is prepared by adding a polymerization initiator to a supporter and then dissolving 

the mixture in a solvent, thereby obtaining a dilute solution. The thin film pattern is formed at least one substrate 
so as to cover the electrode lines formed on the substrate. Preferably, the same thin film patters are formed 
on both substrates. 

Hereinafter, materials and a method for manufacturing applicable to the present example will be described. 

10 

(A thin film pattern) 

It is preferred that a thin film pattern does not cover 60% or more of each area of the pixels. When the 
thin film pattern covers 60% or more of each area of the pixels, polymer walls formed in the pixel portions 
15 which are covered with the thin film pattern cause light scattering, decreasing contrast. 

The shape of a portion on which the thin film pattern is not formed (i.e., the shape of a portion in which 
a liquid crystal region is formed) is not particularly limited. Preferred shapes include a circle, a square, a tra- 
pezoid, a hexagon, a rectangle, a diamond shape, a letter shape, a shape surrounded by a curved line(s) and/or 
a straight line(s), a configuration obtained by cutting a part of these shapes, a configuration obtained by the 
20 combination of the different shapes, a configuration obtained by the combination of the same shapes, and the 
like. When the present invention is put into practical use, one or more of these shapes is selected. In order to 
improve productivity of the liquid crystal region, it is preferred to limit the configuration to one shape with the 
same size. 

Moreover, as shown in Figure 39, as in the present example, it is preferred to form the thin film pattern 
25 on the entire portions other than pixels. Because this structure decreases the intensity of light scattering in 
the pixels and improves the contrast of the liquid crystal display device. Alternatively, the thin film pattern can 
be formed on a part of the portions other than pixels. For example, as shown in Figure 40, the thin film pattern 
is formed in a line shape or as shown in Figure 41, the above-mentioned shapes are combined as one pixel. 

30 (A method for forming a thin film pattern) 

An example of the method for forming a thin film pattern includes a printing method or lithography used 
in the semiconductor industry. 

In the printing method, a material obtained by adding a polymerization initiator to a supporter and dissolving 
35 the mixture in a solvent is formed into a thin film pattern by a seal printing, a screen printing, an offset printing, 
etc. As the supporter, a polymer material can be used. Examples of the polymer material include methyl poly- 
methacrylate (PMMA), polyvinyl alcohol, nitrocellulose, polycarbonate, vinyl acetate, polyimide, etc. The sol- 
vent depends upon the material of the supporter to be used. The examples of the solvent include toluene, me- 
thyl ethyl ketone (MEK), y-butyrolactone, etc. The mixture of the supporter and the polymerization initiator is 
40 dissolved in the solvent to obtain a solution containing the mixture in an amount of 0.1 to 50% by weight. 

In the photolithography, a polymerization initiator is added to a positive resist material, and the mixture is 
coated onto at least one of the two substrates. Then, a photomask is placed on the substrate, on which the 
mixture is coated, so that a thin film pattern is formed on a desired place, and under this condition, the substrate 
is exposed to light. After that, a resist material on a light-exposed portion is removed. An example of the positive 
45 resist material includes AZ1350 (manufactured by Shipley Corporation). 

(A polymerization initiator) 

As a polymerization initiator, a photopolymerization initiator and a thermal polymerization initiator can be 
so used. Examples of the photopolymerization initiator include Irgacure 184, Irgacure 651, Irgacure 907, Darocure 
1173, Darocure 1116, and Darocure 2959. Examples of the thermal polymerization initiator include peroxides 
such as BPO and t-butylperoxide; radical generating agents such as azobisisobutyronitrile (AIBN); and amine 
compounds such as ethylamine, n-butylamine, benzylamine, diethylenetriamine, tetramethylenepentamine, 
diaminodiphenylmethane. 

55 

(A thickness of a cell) 

When two substrates face each other, the thickness of a cell is varied depending upon a display mode. 
In the case of photosetting, the thickness of the cell is preferably larger than a dot diameter of the photomask 
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•to be used. Due to this, liquid crystal regions are formed in a column-shaped honeycomb structure, decreasing 
« the intensity of light scattering in pixels and improving the contrast of the liquid crystal display device. 

5 (A polymerizable compound material) 

In addition to the materials described in "A polymerizable material" of Example 2 f a thermosetting monomer 
can be used as the polymerizable compound material. Examples of the thermosetting monomer include bi- 
sphenol A type epoxy resins, bisphenol Adiglycidyl ether, bisphenol F diglycidyt ether, hexahydrobisphenol A 
10 diglycidyi ether, propylene glycol diglycidyl ether, neopentyl glycol diglycidyl ether, diglycidylester phthalate, 
triglycidyl isocyanate, tetraglycidylmethaxylenediamine, etc. These monomers can be used alone or in com- 
binations of two or more kinds. As the light-curable and thermosetting oligomers and polymers, for example, 
chlorinated and/or fluorinated polymers obtained from these monomers can be used. These monomers, oligo- 
mers, and polymers can be used in combination. 

15 

(A method for curing a polymerizable compound material) 

A polymerizable compound material is cured by being irradiated with light or by being heated. 

In the case of the light irradiation, it is preferred that the UV-rays to be used are parallel rays. Here, when 

20 ferroelectric liquid crystal (FLC) is used, it is effective for improving shock resistance to provide small liquid 
crystal droplets as a buffer at the periphery of large liquid crystal regions with almost the same size as that 
of pixels. Thus, for the purpose of forming such small liquid crystal droplets, the end portions of the photomask 
are made so that much more light can be transmitted toward outside of the photomask; the photomask is placed 
away from the substrate; and UV-rays with a relatively poor degree of parallelization are used. It is preferred 

25 to select the polymerizable compound material and the liquid crystal material so that the diameter of each liquid 
crystal region becomes larger than a dot diameter of the photomask used during the UV-rays irradiation step. 
However, even though the selected polymerizable compound material and liquid crystal material make the di- 
ameter of each liquid crystal region smaller than a dot diameter of the photomask, these selected materials 
can be used by decreasing the intensity of UV-rays, conducting the reaction at low temperatures over a long 

30 period of time, and reducing the added amount of the polymerization initiator. 

Moreover, the shape of the photomask to be used is not particularly limited as long as it appropriately de- 
creases the intensity of UV-rays. It is preferred that the photomask is provided so that each masking portion 
thereof covers 30% or more of the size of each pixel and 50% or more of each portion of a thin film pattern is 
exposed to light. When each masking portion of the photomask covers less than 30% of the size of each pixel, 

35 each liquid crystal region obtained has a size corresponding to less than 30% of the size of each pixel. As a 
result, the number of interfaces between the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls are formed in pixels, 
increasing the degree of light scattering in the pixels and decreasing contrast. Therefore, this case is not pre- 
ferred. When less than 50% of each portion of the thin film pattern is exposed to light, the area occupied by 
the liquid crystal regions formed is reduced, resulting in the decrease in overall contrast Thus, this case is 

40 not preferred, either. 

In the case of thermosetting, when the reaction rate is low, polymer walls are formed in liquid crystal re- 
gions due to the formation of polymerized ends in the liquid crystal regions, decreasing contrast Thus, it is 
preferred to select a reaction system and reaction conditions which allow reaction to be completed within 10 
minutes. 

45 Hereinafter, Example 10 will be described by way of illustrating Applications. 
Application 26 

Aliquid crystal display device with a structure shown in Figure 37 was manufactured by the following met h- 

50 od: 

First, as shown in Figure 37, the electrodes 83 and 84 formed of ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin 
oxide) were formed on the substrates 81 and 82. As the substrates 81 and 82, flint glass (manufactured by 
Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) with a thickness of 1.1 mm, a length of 30 mm, and a width of 30 mm was used. 
The electrode lines 83 and 84 had a thickness of 500 Angstroms and a width of 200 urn. The respective elec- 
55 trode lines 83 and 84 were formed with a distance between them of 50 iim. The respective number of the elec- 
trode lines 83 and 84 was 100. Then, polyimide (SE150, manufactured by Nissan Chemical Industries Ltd.) 
was respectively coated so as to cover the electrode lines 83 and 84 by a spin coating method. The polyimide 
was cured by heating to form orientation films 85 and 86. The orientation films 85 and 86 were subjected to a 
rubbing treatment in one direction with a nylon cloth. 
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Next, the thin film patterns 89 and 90 were formed on the orientation films 85 and 86, respectively by the 
, following method: 

First, a solution in which a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 184) was added to a positive resist ma- 
5 terial (i.e., a supporter) (AZ1350, manufactured by Shipley Corporation) in an amount of 5% by weight was coat- 
ed onto the orientation films 85 and 86 by a spin coating method, thereby forming positive photoresists. Then, 
a photomask was placed on each photoresist so that its masking portions covered portions of the positive pho- 
toresist other than the portions to be pixels 92. Under this condition, UV-rays were irradiated to each photo- 
resist at an illuminance of 15 mW/cm 2 (measured at 365 nm) by using a high-pressure mercury lamp and de- 
10 veloped with a developer. Then, photoresist portions exposed to light were removed to obtain the thin film pat- 
terns 89 and 90 as shown in Figure 38. Here, the portions of the photoresist patterns 89 and 90 other than 
the portions to be pixels 92 correspond to portions between the adjacent electrode lines 83 formed on the 
substrate 81 and portions between the adjacent electrode lines 84 formed on the substrate 82. 

Spacers with a diameter of 6 ^m were dispersed on one of the substrates 81 and 82 and the other substrate 
is was placed thereon so as to keep a gap therebetween, whereby a cell was formed. At this time, the electrode 
lines 83 and 84 faced and crossed each other. 

Next, as shown in Figure 38, a photomask 91 was placed on the substrate 82 so that its masking portions 
covered the pixels 92. Moreover, a homogeneous mixture 93 containing a photopolymerizable compound ma- 
terial and a liquid crystal material was injected into the cell. Then, the cell was irradiated with UV-rays at an 
20 illuminance of 1 0 mW/cm 2 for 5 minutes by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, 
whereby the photopolymerizable compound material was cured. As the photopolymerizable compound mate- 
rial, a mixture containing 0.1 g of trimethylol propane methacrylate, 0.4 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, and 0.5 g 
of isobornyl acrylate was used. As the liquid crystal material, 4 g of a mixture in which 0.3% of cholesteric nano- 
nate was added to ZU-3700-000 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) was used. As a result, as shown in Figure 
25 37, in regions which were irradiated with the UV-rays, polymer walls 87 with high physical strength were formed 
in contact with the thin film patterns 89 and 90; and in regions which were covered with the masking portions 
of the photomask 91, the liquid crystal regions 88 subjected to orientation treatment were formed in contact 
with the orientation films 85 and 86. 

The cell thus obtained was sandwiched by two polarizing plates so that the respective polarizing directions 
30 were aligned with the orientation directions of the corresponding orientation films, whereby a liquid crystal dis- 
play device of Application 26 was obtained. 

One substrate was peeled off from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen, and the liquid crystal material 
was washed away with acetone. After that, a horizontal cross-section of the polymer walls was observed by 
the SEM, revealing that liquid crystal regions with the same regularity as that of a pattern of the photomask 
35 91 (i.e., the same distribution as that of the pixels 92) were uniformly formed, each liquid crystal region having 
almost the same size. The polymer walls were likely to be damaged while forming samples, so that 20 polymer 
walls which had the most excellent regularity among the samples were selected for observation. 

Application 27 

40 

First, the electrode lines 83 and 84, and the orientation films 85 and 86 were formed on the substrates 81 
and 82 in the same way as in Application 26. Then, the rubbing treatment was conducted in the same way as 
in Application 26. 

Next, the same photopolymerization initiator as that of Application 26 was added in an amount of 5% by 
45 weight to a supporter (polystyrene), and the mixture was diluted with toluene to obtain 3% by weight of solution. 
Then, on portions of the orientation films 85 and 86 other than portions to be pixels 92, the toluene solution 
thus obtained was printed by seal printing to form thin film patterns 89 and 90, respectively with a thickness 
of 1 \im after being dried. The thin film patterns 89 and 90 had the same pattern. Then, a cell was formed in 
the same way as in Application 26, the photomask 91 was mounted, and the same mixture 93 as that of Ap- 
so plication 26 was injected into the cell. After that, the cell was irradiated with UV-rays in the same way as in 
Application 26, whereby the photopolymerizable compound material was cured. The cell was sandwiched by 
two polarizing plates in the same way as in Application 26, whereby a liquid crystal display device of Application 
27 was obtained. 

55 Comparative Example 21 

A conventional TN liquid crystal display device (which is not a polymer dispersed type) was manufactured. 
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' Comparative Example 22 

t 

A liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 26, except that the 
5 thin f iim patterns 89 and 90 were not formed. 

Table 15 shows the results obtained by measuring the contrast of the liquid crystal display devices of Ap- 
plications 26 and 27, and those of Comparative Examples 21 and 22. The contrast is taken as a ratio of trans- 
mittance of light passing though a liquid crystal display device under no voltage with respect to light transmit- 
tance under the condition that a voltage of 10 V is applied to electrodes, i.e., (light transmittance under no ap- 
10 plied voltage)/(light transmittance under the condition of a voltage 1 0V applied). 



Table 15 
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As is understood from Table 15, the polymer dispersed liquid crystal display devices of Applications 26 
and 27 in which the thin film patterns 89 and 90 are formed have high contrast. The liquid crystal display device 
of Comparative Example 21 which is not a polymer dispersed type also has high contrast. However, when this 
device was raised, a rough display was observed on the upper and lower parts. It is understood from this result 
that the formation of the thin film patterns 89 and 90 enables a clear separation between the liquid crystal 
regions and the polymer walls, greatly decreases interfaces between the liquid crystal regions and the polymer 
walls in the pixels 92, and sufficiently reduces the light scattering between the liquid crystal regions and the 
polymer walls. 

Items described in Example 2: Alight regulating means such as a photomask, Irradiation light, etc. can be 
applied to Example 10. 

Example 11 

Example 11 is the case where the response speed is sufficiently improved and a high electrical holding 
ratio can be maintained. The present example will be described by way of illustrating Applications. 

Application 28 

Figure 42 is a cross-sectional view showing a liquid crystal display device of Application 28. In the liquid 
crystal display device, a display medium is provided between two facing substrates 101 and 102. The display 
medium has a structure in which liquid crystal regions 108 are partitioned by polymer walls 107 formed in a 
matrix. A plurality of electrode lines 103 are provided in parallel on a base substrate 101a. Moreover, an ori- 
entation film 105 is formed so as to cover the electrode lines 103. On the substrate 102, a plurality of electrode 
lines 104 are provided in parallel on a substrate 102a. Moreover, an orientation film 106 is formed so as to 
cover the electrode lines 104. The electrode lines 104 are formed on the substrate 102 so as to cross the elec- 
trode lines 103 formed on the substrate 101 at right angles. 

Each crossed portion of the electrode lines 103 and 104 defines a pixel 110 as shown in Figure 43. It is 
not necessary that the electrode lines 103 and 104 cross each other at right angles, and they may just cross 
each other. Furthermore, in the case where a display device is used in an active matrix system, e.g., a TFT 
is used as an active element formed on a pixel electrode on one substrate (generally, one TFT is provided for 
one pixel), one counter electrode can be used on the other substrate. 

The display medium containing polymer walls 107 and liquid crystal regions 108 is obtained as follows: 

A liquid crystal material and a polymerizable compound material containing a liquid crystalline compound 
having at least one polymerizable functional group in its molecule is mixed, and the mixture is polymerized. 
Thus, the display medium is obtained by a phase separation involved in this reaction. Each liquid crystal region 
108 has a structure in which a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound 109 is present in the vicinity of the 
interface between the liquid crystal region 108 and the polymer wall 107. 

Hereinafter, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device with the above-mentioned structure 
will be described. 
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First, a liquid crystalline compound having a polymerizable functional group in its molecule was prepared. 
.. The polymerizable liquid crystalline compound was referred to as, for example, a compound X (represented 
by the following Formula (1)). 

5 

X: CH 2 «CHCOO(CH 2 ) 10 -^ ... (1) 

10 The compound X was prepared as follows: 

First, 4'-hydroxy-4-phlorobiphenyl was esterified by using excess 1,10-dibromodecane in the presence of 
calcium carbonate. Then, the esterified 4'-hydroxy-4-f luorobiphenyl was purified by a column chromatography, 
and the purified substance was mixed with an equimolar tetramethyleneammonium-hydroxypentahydrate. The 
mixture thus obtained was esterified with acrylic acid to obtain a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound. 

15 The polymerizable liquid crystalline compound can previously be prepared. 

Next, a pair of substrates each having electrode lines 103 and 104 on a PET film with a thickness of 0.25 
mm were obtained. The electrode lines 103 and 104 were formed of ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin 
oxide), had a thickness of 500 Angstroms, a width of 200 urn, and each electrode line was disposed with an 
interval of 50 \xm between lines. The number of the electrode lines 103 and that of the electrode lines 104 

20 were 20, respectively. Poiyimide obtained by adding 5% of a polymerization initiator (Irgacure184) to SE150 
(manufactured by Nissan Chemical Industries Ltd.) was coated onto one substrate by a spin coating method. 
The coated film was subjected to a rubbing treatment by using a nylon cloth. 

Spacers with a diameter of 6 \xm were dispersed on one of the substrates 101 and 102 and the other sub- 
strate was placed theron so as to keep a predetermined gap therebetween, whereby a cell was formed. At 

25 this time, the electrode lines 103 and 104 crossed each other at right angles. 

Then, a photomask having masking portions 111 for each pixel 110 as shown by shaded portions of Figure 
43 (i.e., having masking portions in a dot pattern) was placed on the cell thus formed so that the masking por- 
tions 111 covered the pixels 110. Moreover, a homogeneous mixture previously prepared was injected into the 
cell. The mixture contained 0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate, 0.35 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, 0.45 

30 g of isobornyi acrylate, 4 g of the compound X and a liquid crystal material (i.e., 0.2 g of the compound X and 
3.8 g of a liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.)) to which 0.3% of cholesteric 
nanonate (CN) was added, and 0.15 g of a polymerization initiator (Irgacure 184). Namely, the mixture con- 
tained a polymerizable material, a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound (compound X), a liquid crystal 
material, and a polymerization initiator. Then, the cell was irradiated through the photomask with UV-rays at 

35 an illuminance of 1 0 mW/cm 2 for 5 minutes by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel 
rays, whereby the polymerizable material was cured. 

Another cell was separately formed in the same manner as the above, and one substrate of the cell was 
peeled off from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen, and the liquid crystal material was washed away with 
acetone. After that, a horizontal cross-section of the polymer walls was observed by an SEM, revealing that 

40 liquid crystal regions with the same regularity as that of a dot pattern of the photomask (i.e., the same regularity 
as that of the pixels 110) were uniformly formed, each liquid crystal droplet having almost the same size. Since 
the polymer walls 107 were likely to be damaged while forming a sample, 20 liquid crystal regions which had 
the most excellent regularity in the sample were selected for observation. Thus, the same regularity is required 
for the photomask. 

45 Polarizing plates were attached to the cell so that the respective polarizing directions were aligned with 
the orientation directions of the corresponding orientation films, whereby a polymer dispersed liquid crystal 
display device of a TN mode was manufactured. 

Comparative Example 23 

50 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 28, a liquid crystal display device was manufactured 
as follows: 

A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 28, except that glass with ITO (flint glass with ITO 
having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) was used instead of the 
55 substrates used in Application 28. Moreover, only the same liquid crystal material as that of Application 28 was 
injected into the cell. Then, polarizing plates were attached to the cell so that the respective polarizing direc- 
tions were aligned with the orientation directions of the corresponding orientation films, whereby a conven- 
tional TN liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 
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■ Comparative Example 24 

As a comparative example with respect to Application 28, a TN cell was formed in the same way as in 
5 Application 28. Then, the same mixture as that of Application 28 containing the liquid crystal material and the 
light-curable material (to which the compound X was not added) was injected into the cell. The cell was irra- 
diated with UV-rays in the same way as in Application 28 without a photomask, whereby a polymer dispersed 
liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Table 16 shows the electro-optic characteristics of the liquid crystal display device of Application 28 to- 
10 gether with those of the liquid crystal display devices of Comparative Examples 23 and 24. 



Table 16 





Comparison of electro-optic characteristics 


15 




Application 28 


Comparative Example 23 


Comparative Example 24 




Contrast 


40 


41 


9 


20 


Response speed x r + 
T d (ms) 


30 


45 


150 



As is understood from Table 16, the liquid crystal display device of Application 28 has an electro-optic char- 
acteristic comparable to that of the liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 23 which has con- 
ventionally been used. Moreover, in Application 28, the liquid crystal display device has less light scattering in 

25 pixels, compared with the conventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device (Comparative Example 
24), so that contrast of the liquid crystal display device in Application 28 is remarkably high. Moreover, the 
response speed of Application 28 is about 5 times that of Comparative Example 24. Furthermore, the response 
speed of Application 28 is faster than that of the TN liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 23 
due to the effects of the liquid crystalline compound fixed on the polymer walls. In the present invention, the 

30 response speed was taken as a sum of a response speed (x r ) under the condition that a saturation voltage 
was applied and a response speed (x d ) under the condition that the saturation voltage was not applied. 

In application 28, in order to use ZLI-4792 having fluorine as a liquid crystal material, a fluorine atom was 
contained in the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound as shown in Formula (1). Because of this, the liquid 
crystal molecules present in the vicinity of the interfaces between the liquid crystal regions and the polymer 

35 walls are chemically stabilized; as a result, a TFT of a charge holding type can be applied to the liquid crystal 
display device without decreasing the electrical holding ratio of an entire liquid crystal display device. Such 
advantages can also be obtained in the case where chlorine atoms are contained in the polymerizable liquid 
crystalline compound. 

40 Application 29 

A liquid crystal display device was manufactured by changing the kinds of polymerizable liquid crystalline 
compound to be used. In Application 29, a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound prepared by using a fer- 
roelectric compound Y represented by the following Formula (2) in accordance with "Liquid Crystal" vol. 9, No. 
45 5, pp. 635-641 (1991) was used. 



Y : CH 3 
CH 2 -CHCOO(CH 2 ) 12 -0-^Q^TyCOOCH 2 CH -C 2 Hjj . . . ( 2 ) 

First, two substrates which were subjected to uniaxial orientation treatment in the same way as in Appli- 
cation 28 were made to face each other with silica beads having a diameter of 2 iim sandwiched therebetween. 
At this time, each rubbing direction of the substrates was aligned. Then, a homogeneous mixture containing 
55 0.018 g of trimethylol propane methacrylate, 0.060 g of lauryl acrylate, 0.020 g of compound Y, 0.002 g of a 
polymerization initiator (Irgacure 651), and 0.400 g of a ferroelectric liquid crystal material (ZLI-4237-000) was 
injected into the cell. Namely, the mixture contained the polymerizable material, the polymerizable liquid crys- 
talline compound (compound Y), the polymerization initiator, and the ferroelectric liquid crystal material. 
After that, a photomask was placed on the cell in the same way as in Application 28, and the cell was 
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* irradiated through the photomask with UV-rays at 1 0 mW/cm 2 for 20 minutes by using a high-pressure mercury 
• lamp which can provide parallel rays, whereby the polymerizable material was cured. 

5 Comparative Example 25 

A mixture containing the ferroelectric liquid crystal (ZLI-4003) which was the same kind as that of Appli- 
cation 29 and a light-curable material excluding the compound Y was injected into the cell. Then, the cell was 
irradiated with UV-rays without a photomask in the same way as in Application 28, whereby a polymer dis- 
10 persed liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Comparative Example 26 

Only the ferroelectric liquid crystal (ZLI-4003) was injected between the substrates prepared in the same 
15 way as in Application 29, whereby a liquid crystal cell was formed. 

Table 17 shows electro-optic characteristics of the cell of Application 29 and results obtained by measuring 
shock resistance together with those of the cells of Comparative Examples 25 and 26. The electro-optic char- 
acteristics were obtained by measuring a response speed, a memory pulse width, contrast, and applied pres- 
sure; and the shock resistance was measured by an impact test 
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Table 17 



Application 29 Comparative Comparative 

Example 25 Example 26 



Response 
speed 



130 psec 



120 psec 



150 psec 



Memory pulse 

width 200 psec 



180 psec 



Contrast 



35 



40 



5 or less 



Pressure 

application 

test 



10 kgf/cm 2 



1 kgf/cm 2 10 kgf/cm 2 



Impact test 



o 



Note: In Comparative Example 26 , the liquid crystal 
layer takes a certain state by the application of a 
voltage; however, it cannot hold the state, when a 
voltage is made 0 V. The liquid crystal molecules in 
the device are not in a symmetrical orientation which 
enables bistability. 



The above-mentioned electro-optic characteristics were measured under the following conditions: 
A cell was placed between polarizing plates of an optical characteristic measurement system under crossed 
Nicols. Then, the electro-optic characteristics of the cell were measured under the condition that the polarizing 
plate was rotated by 22.5° so that polarity of the electrical field and that of the signal from a photodetector 
coincided with each other (here, the angle of the polarizing plate, in which the maximum values of the photo- 
detector with respect to the intensity of transmitted light in positive and negative electrical fields became almost 
the same, was taken as 0, when a rectangular wave with 100 Hz and ±10 V was applied). Each measurement 
value was obtained as follows: 
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'(Response speed) 

ii 

A response speed is taken as the average time which is required for the optical amount of the cell to change 
5 from 1 0% to 90% when a pulse rises/falls as a result of the application of a rectangular wave with 1 00 Hz and 
±10 V. 

(A memory pulse width) 

10 A memory refers to a pulse width required for holding bistable two states, when a voltage is made 0 V. 
The two states are obtained, when voltages with different polarity are applied to the polymer dispersed liquid 
crystal layer (i.e., energy required for changing the two states expressed by the formula: Voltage x Pulse width 
(sec.) is given to the layer). In this case, a memory pulse width is a pulse width of a bipolar pulse of ±10 V. 

15 (Contrast) 

Contrast is measured as (Von - V d )/(Voff - V D ), where V 0 n is a photodetector signal in an ON state, V 0F f 
is a photodetector signal in an OFF state, and V D is a photodetector signal in a dark state under the condition 
that a memory state of all of the pixels is switched. 

20 

(A pressure application test) 

A pressure application test is conducted by a compression test using a pressure test machine (AGS-1 00A, 
manufactured by Shimadzu Seisakusho Ltd.). A cell is placed on a horizontal table, and a load is applied to 
25 the cell through a bar which is in contact with the cell in a horizontal manner. The diameter and the cross section 
of the bar are 8 mm and 0.670 cm 2 , respectively. The change of load is checked when the orientation is 
changed. 

(An impact test) 

30 

The change of the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules in a cell is checked, when the ceil is dropped 
from a height of 50 cm to a linoleum table. In Table 1 7, a mark O shows that the orientation is slightly disturbed 
between the polymer walls and the liquid crystal; however, no problem is caused for practical use. A mark x 
shows that the orientation is disturbed in the pixels. This indicates a problem for practical use. A mark A shows 

35 that the orientation state is partially disturbed due to the impact. 

As is understood from Table 17, the cell of Application 29 is more excellent in the pressure application test 
and the impact test, compared with the cell of Comparative Example 25 using the same ferroelectric liquid 
crystal as that of Application 29. Moreover, in Comparative Example 26, the liquid crystal molecules are not 
sufficiently aligned, so that contrast is low. Furthermore, the cell of Comparative Example 26 cannot be meas- 

40 ured in the impact test, since the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules are not sufficient from the beginning. 
In contrast, the cell of Application 29 provides satisfactory results in both of these tests. 

As described above, according to Application 29, a mixture containing a liquid crystal material and a poly- 
merizable compound material which contains a liquid crystalline compound having at least one polymerizable 
functional group in its molecule is polymerized. As a result of this reaction, a phase separation occurs between 

45 polymer walls and liquid crystal regions, whereby a display medium in which the liquid crystal regions are par- 
titioned by the polymer walls is formed. On each interface between the polymer wall and the liquid crystal re- 
gion, the liquid crystalline compound is fixed. Due to this structure, each interface between the liquid crystal 
region and the polymer wall is driven by the application of a voltage, and a driving force is increased under no 
applied voltage, since the liquid crystalline compound is bound to the polymer wall. Thus, x r and x d are im- 

so proved. Moreover, the phase separation is clearly conducted since the liquid crystalline compound is fixed to 
the interface between the polymer wall and the liquid crystal region. 

In the case where a mixture containing ferroelectric liquid crystal as a liquid crystal material and a poly- 
merizable compound material which contains a liquid crystalline compound having a polymerizable functional 
group and an optically active group in its molecule is used, liquid crystal molecules having an optically active 

55 functional group are present at the interfaces between the polymer walls and the liquid crystal regions. Due 
to the presence of the liquid crystalline molecules, the liquid crystal regions are influenced by the ability of 
the polymer walls as well as that of the substrate. That is, the orientation regulating ability of the substrate 
(subjected to an orientation treatment) and that of the polymer walls (which have a component in a direction 
orthogonal to the surface of the substrate) influence the liquid crystal regions. Thus, the orientation of the 
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* liquid crystal molecules is stabilized to improve shock resistance. 

Furthermore, in the case where a mixture containing a liquid crystal material of a fluorine type and/or a 
chlorine type and a polymerizable compound which contains a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound hav- 
5 ing a fluorine atom(s) and/or a chlorine atom(s) in its molecule is used, liquid crystal molecules are chemically 
stabilized. Due to the chemical stability, a charge holding type element such as a TFT can be applied to the 
liquid crystal display device of the present invention without decreasing the electrical holding ratio of an entire 
display device. 

10 Application 30 

Application 30 is the case where the orientation regulating ability of a polymer with respect to liquid crystal 
is increased. In this case, a mixture containing a polymerizable material having a liquid crystalline functional 
group and a liquid crystal material is used, whereby a phase separation of the mixture containing a curable 
15 material and liquid crystal is achieved in a liquid crystal phase. Thus, the polymer walls as well as the liquid 
crystal regions can be in an orientation state. 

Hereinafter, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device of Application 30 will be described. 

First, the compound X used in Application 28 was prepared. Then, a homeotropic orientation film (JALS- 
203-R6, manufactured by Nippon Synthetic Rubber Co., Ltd.) was coated onto a glass substrate (1.1 mm thick- 
20 ness) with ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide having a thickness of 500 Angstroms) as transparent 
electrodes by a spin coating method. After that, the substrate was baked. Two substrates treated in this way 
were made to face each other with spacers sandwiched therebetween so as to give a gap of 6 iim. Thus, a 
cell was formed. 

Then, a photomask having square masking portions was placed on the cell so that the masking portions 
25 covered the pixels. Each square masking portion had a side of 200 \xm and were provided at an interval of 50 
jim therebetween (i.e., the masking portions were disposed at a pitch of 250 \xm). Moreover, a mixture con- 
taining 0.1 g of acrylate with two functional groups, i.e., a photopolymerizable compound (R-684, manufactured 
by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 0.05 g of styrene, 0.85 g of the compound X, 4 g of a liquid crystal material (ZLI-2806, 
where anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae is < 0: manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.0025 g of a pho- 
30 topolymerization initiator (Irgacure 651) was prepared. 

The mixture thus prepared was observed by a polarizing microscope while varying temperature, revealing 
that the transition temperature at which liquid crystal was changed to nematic liquid crystal was 45°C and a 
transition temperature at which nematic liquid crystal was changed to a homogeneous liquid was 78°C. The 
mixture was injected into the cell at 48°C (in a nematic state). After that, the cell was irradiated with UV r rays 
35 through the photomask by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays under the con- 
dition that a cycle including one second irradiation and 30 seconds non-irradiation was repeated 20 times at 
10 mW/cm 2 and 48°C. Then, the cell was continuously irradiated for 10 minutes. Moreover, the cell was irra- 
diated without the photomask for 1 0 minutes, whereby the polymerizable compound contained in the mixture 
was cured. 

40 One substrate was peeled off from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen, and the liquid crystal material 
was washed away with acetone. After that, a horizontal section of the polymer walls was observed by the SEM, 
confirming that the liquid crystal regions with the same regularity as that of a dot pattern of the photomask 
(i.e., the same regularity of the pixels) were formed, each liquid crystal region having almost the same size. 
Two polarizing plates were attached to the upper and lower sides of the cell so that each polarizing direction 

45 crossed each other at right angles, whereby an ECB liquid crystal display device, in which the liquid crystal 
regions were partitioned by the polymer walls, was manufactured. 

Application 31 

50 Application 31 is within the scope of Application 29 or 30. A liquid crystal display device of Application 31 
was manufactured as follows: 

First, a cell was formed in the same way as in Application 30. The same mixture as that of Application 30 
was injected into the cell. Then, the mixture was kept at 100°C, at which temperature the mixture became ho- 
mogeneous. A photomask was placed on the cell in the same way as in Application 30 and the cell was irra- 

55 diated with UV-rays. Finally, two polarizing plates were attached to the cell in the same way as in Application 
30. 
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• Comparative Example 27 

The same orientation film as that of Application 30 was formed on the same substrate as that of Application 
5 30, and the orientation film was subjected to a rubbing treatment by a nylon cloth. Then, the two substrates 
thus treated were made to face each other in the same way as in Application 30 so that the directions of the 
orientation films which are not in parallel with each other was obtained. After that, only the same liquid crystal 
material (ZLI-2806) as that of Application 30 was injected between the substrates, whereby a cell was formed. 
Two polarizing plates were attached to the upper and lower sides of the cell so that each polarizing direction 
10 crossed the other at right angles, whereby a conventional ECB display device was obtained. 

Comparative Example 28 

A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 30. The same mixture as that of Application 30 was 
is injected into the cell, and then the cell was irradiated with UV-rays in the same way as in Application 30 without 
a photomask. Two polarizing plates were attached to the cell in the same way as in Application 30, whereby 
a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Table 18 shows the electro-optic characteristics of the above-mentioned liquid crystal display devices. In 
an item of Inversion phenomenon in halftone, a mark O shows a state in which inversion phenomenon is not 
20 caused, a mark x shows a state in which inversion phenomenon is easily observed, and a mark A shows a 
state in which inversion phenomenon is barely observed. 



Table 18 



25 


Comparison of electro-optic characteristics 






Application 30 


Application 31 


Comparative Example 
27 


Comparative Example 
28 


30 


Contrast 


33 


23 


39 


17 


Inversion phe- 
nomenon in 
half tone 


0 


o 


X 


A 



35 As is understood from Table 18, the liquid crystal display device of Application 30 is excellent in a black 
state under no applied voltage due to the homeotropic orientation of the polymer portions, and has an electro- 
optic characteristic comparable to that of the liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 27. More- 
over, in Application 30, a film substrate can also be used. Compared with the polymer dispersed liquid crystal 
display device of Comparative Example 28, the liquid crystal display device of Application 30 has higher con- 

40 trast because of less light scattering in its pixels. 

Furthermore, in Application 30, the liquid crystal molecules tilt in various directions due to the interaction 
with the polymer walls, so that the same refractive index can be obtained when seen from any direction, im- 
proving the viewing angle characteristic. In Comparative Example 27, the liquid crystal molecules tilt in one 
direction under an applied voltage, due to the rubbing treatment in one direction. Thus, the refractive index is 

45 varied depending upon the direction in which the liquid crystal molecules are seen, so that inversion phenom- 
enon and change of contrast are caused depending upon the direction of the observation, deteriorating the 
viewing angle characteristic. In Comparative Example 28, liquid crystal regions in a particle shape were formed, 
and as a whole, a rough display was obtained. 

The observation of the cell of Application 31 by a polarizing microscope revealed that the liquid crystal 

so regions were in a nearly homeotropic orientation and light was passed through the polymer walls under crossed 
Nicols. Thus, contrast of the liquid crystal display device of Application 31 is slightly lower than that of Appli- 
cation 30. 

Next, the reasons why a viewing angle characteristic is improved in Application 30 will be described. 

A liquid crystal display device utilizing a conventional polarizing plate has a poor viewing angle character- 
's istic. Thus, such a device is not suitable as a liquid crystal display device which is seen at a large angle (i.e., 
which is seen from various directions). For example, in the case where an initial orientation of liquid crystal 
molecules is a homeotropic orientation in an ECB liquid crystal display device, an orientation film is subjected 
to an orientation treatment so that the liquid crystal molecules tilt in one direction when applied with a voltage. 
Because of this, the liquid crystal molecules tilt in one direction in a halftone. Thus, when a liquid crystal mol- 
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'ecule 121 is seen from an A direction and a B direction as shown in Figure 44A, each apparent refractive index 
• is different, and contrast seen from the respective directions is greatly different. In some cases, a display defect 
such as inversion phenomenon is caused. In this way, the conventional liquid crystal display device has a poor 

5 viewing angle characteristic. 

On the other hand, in a liquid crystal display device (with a polarizing plate) in which a phase separation 
between liquid crystal and a polymer material is regularly conducted by using a photomask, the liquid crystal 
molecule 121 tilts toward each polymer wall 126 under a voltage applied, due to the interaction between the 
liquid crystal molecule 121 and the polymer wall 126 as shown in Figure 44B. Thus, each apparent refractive 

10 index of a C direction and a D direction is almost the same, having great advantages in the improvement of a 
viewing angle characteristic. However, in this case, a very thin polymer film is formed between the liquid crystal 
molecules and the substrate in the liquid crystal regions, so that homeotropic orientation effects of the sub- 
strate are decreased, even though a homeotropic orientation film excellent in orientation regulating ability is 
used. Due to this, the homeotropic orientation of the liquid crystal molecules is slightly disturbed, and part of 

15 the light is passed through the cell under crossed Nicols, slightly decreasing contrast Moreover, in the case 
of a mode utilizing a homeotropic orientation film, small liquid crystal droplets are formed in the polymer walls, 
the orientation state on the substrate is not reflected in the orientation of the liquid crystal molecules, and the 
liquid crystal molecules are in a random orientation. Therefore, part of the light is transmitted though the cell 
under crossed Nicols, remarkably decreasing apparent contrast. In the case of a ferroelectric liquid crystal dis- 

20 play device, there is a problem of low shock resistance. This problem can be overcome by dispersing liquid 
crystal regions in the polymer walls; however, in this case, a phase separation is not clearly conducted making 
it difficult to regulate the orientation. 

In Application 30, a homogeneous mixture containing a liquid crystal material and a polymerizable com- 
pound material (polymerizable compound having liquid crystallinity) is used and the polymerizable compound 

25 is cured in a liquid crystal state, whereby a phase separation is conducted between the liquid crystal and the 
polymer. According to this method, the liquid crystal and the polymer can be made in the same orientation 
state. In addition, if the polymerizable compound is cured in a liquid crystal state, the orientation state of the 
polymer walls as well as that of the liquid crystal regions can be maintained, so that the orientation of the liquid 
crystal regions becomes strong. 

30 In particular, in the case of a general ECB liquid crystal display device, minute liquid crystal molecules 
are randomly aligned in the polymer walls, so that light is transmitted through the cell under crossed Nicols, 
decreasing contrast. On the other hand, in the case of Application 31, the liquid crystalline compound is con- 
tained in the polymer, and the compound has the same orientation as that of the liquid crystal material, so 
that light is hardly transmitted through the cell under crossed Nicols. Moreover, in the case of an ECB liquid 

35 crystal display device (with polarizing plates) to which Application 31 is applied, the liquid crystal molecules 
tilt in a random direction under an electrical field, due to the interaction between the polymer walls and the 
liquid crystal molecules. Therefore, the refractive index becomes the same, when seen from any direction, mak- 
ing the viewing angle characteristic in a half tone excellent. 

40 Application 32 

Application 32 is the case where contrast is improved, in addition to Application 30 in which the liquid crystal 
regions and the polymer walls have the same orientation state. In Application 32, a dichroic dye is used. 

Hereinafter, a method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device of Application 32 will be described. 
45 A cell was formed so as to have a thickness of 9 urn in the same way as in Application 30. A mixture was 
prepared in the same way as in Application 30, except that a liquid crystal material in which 4% of a dichroic 
dye (S-301, manufactured by Mitsui Toatsu Chemicals. Inc.) was added to ZLI-2806 was used. A mixture con- 
taining the liquid crystal material and the other materials (e.g., a photopolymerizatton initiator) was checked 
for its transition temperature by a differential scanning calorimeter (DSC), leading to almost the same results 
so as those of Application 30. Then, the mixture was injected into the cell at 48°C and the cell was irradiated with 
UV-rays through a photomask, whereby the polymerizable material contained in the mixture was cured. 

A substrate on which Al was vapor-deposited was placed on the cell thus obtained. Then, an optical source 
and an observation section were respectively placed in different positions at an angle of 30° from a vertical 
direction with respect to the cell, whereby an electro-optic characteristic as a reflective liquid crystal display 
55 device was measured. 

In the cell thus obtained, as shown in Figure 45A, liquid crystal molecules 121 and a dichroic dye 122 in 
a liquid crystal region 127 and a polymer and the dichroic dye 122 in a polymer wall 126 were aligned in the 
same direction under no applied voltage, so that the whole area (i.e., the liquid crystal regions and the polymer 
walls) was in a colorless state. When a voltage was applied to electrodes 123, as shown in Figure 45B, the 
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'liquid crystal molecules 121 and the dichroic dye 122 in the liquid crystal region 127 alone changed their ori- 
• entation to be colored. In Figures 45A and 45B, the reference numeral 124 denotes a substrate, and 128 an 
orientation film. The contrast and saturation drive voltage of the liquid crystal display device of Application 32 
5 were 7 and in the vicinity of 7 V, respectively. Moreover, the liquid crystal molecules tilt in an omnidirection 
under an applied voltage, so that contrast was uniform in an omnidirection. 

Comparative Example 29 

10 A liquid crystal display device was manufactured as follows: 

A substrate was subjected to a rubbing treatment in one direction by using a nylon cloth in the same way 
as in Application 32. Two substrates thus obtained faced each other so that each orientation direction was in 
an anti-parallel state. Then, ZLI-2806 (containing 4% of a dichroic dye S-301) was injected into the cell. Thus, 
a conventional liquid crystal display device of a GH mode was manufactured. In this device, the liquid crystal 

15 molecules tilted in one direction under a voltage applied, so that contrast was varied depending upon the ob- 
servation direction, decreasing display characteristics. 

As described above, in the case of Applications 30 and 32, the polymerizable material is cured in a liquid 
crystal state, so that the orientation direction of the liquid crystal layer can artificially be determined. When 
the polymerizable material is cured in a non-liquid crystal state as in Applications 28 and 29, a very thin polymer 

20 film is formed between the substrate and the liquid crystal layer. Therefore, the orientation regulating ability 
of the substrate is decreased, making it difficult to artificially determine the orientation of the liquid crystal layer. 
Moreover, in Applications 28 and 29, the polymer is not aligned, so that minute liquid crystal molecules entered 
from the liquid crystal regions into the polymer walls are randomly aligned since the molecules are aligned 
along the polymer walls, causing problems. For example, in the case where the liquid crystal display device 

25 is used under crossed Nicols, utilizing a homeotropic orientation film, the minute liquid crystal molecules in 
the liquid crystal regions are randomly aligned, so that light leakage is generated to decrease contrast in the 
case of Applications 30 and 32, due to the thin polymer film entered between the substrate and the liquid crystal 
regions, the polymer is also aligned to be cured in the orientation direction of the substrate; as a result, the 
liquid crystal regions are aligned in the orientation direction of the substrate. 

30 The liquid crystal display devices of Applications 30 and 32 can be applied to conventional liquid crystal 
display devices which require an orientation treatment, such as TN, GH, STN, ECB and FLC liquid crystal dis- 
play devices. In particular, applications in ECB, GH, FLC liquid crystal display devices are effective. For ex- 
ample, when the liquid crystal display devices of Applications 30 and 32 are applied to an ECB liquid crystal 
display device, the viewing angle characteristic can be improved. That is, in an ECB mode, liquid crystal mol- 

35 ecules are in a homeotropic orientation under no applied voltage (black state under crossed Nicols). When a 
voltage is applied, the liquid crystal molecules tilt (a white state is obtained due to birefringence). The liquid 
crystal molecules tilt in various directions due to the interaction between the liquid crystal molecules and the 
polymer, so that the refractive index becomes the same in any directions, whereby the viewing angle charac- 
teristic can be improved. 

40 Even in the case of the ECB liquid crystal display device (with no polarizing plate) in which a dichroic dye 

is added, when the polymer wails are not aligned, the dichroic dye contained in the polymer walls takes a col- 
ored state in a random orientation and the orientation of the dichroic dye is not changed with respect to the 
application of an electrical field, decreasing overall contrast. On the other hand, in the case where the polymer 
is also aligned as in Applications 30 and 32, the dichroic dye contained in the polymer walls can also be in a 

45 homeotropic orientation state. Thus, in the polymer walls, a nearly transparent state as a whole is changed to 
a state in which only the dichroic dye is colored, and the dichroic ratio of the dichroic dye can be used to the 
full. Moreover, when the polymerizable compound material is cured by using a photomask, since the dichroic 
dye is contained in the mixture, light is not leaked into masking portions of the photomask. Therefore, regions 
where the polymer walls are to be formed are clearly limited. Furthermore, in this case, due to the electrical 

50 field, the polymer walls and the orientation ability of the liquid crystal, the liquid crystal molecules in a vertical 
direction are aligned in a horizontal direction with respect to the cell and in a random direction within a surface 
horizontal with respect to the cell. Thus, a reflective liquid crystal display device excellent in viewing angle char- 
acteristic can be manufactured. 

In the application to a GH mode using liquid crystal to which a dichroic dye is added, the vertical direction 

55 and the horizontal direction of the liquid crystal molecules can electrically be switched, so that a dichroic ratio 
of the dichroic dye can be used to the full. Moreover, the dichroic dye contained in the polymer walls are in a 
homeotropic orientation, so that its molecules are aligned in a direction to be colorless. Thus, a colorless state 
as a whole can be electrically changed into a state in which only liquid crystal regions are colored. 

In the application to an FLC liquid crystal display device, the liquid crystal molecules are more strongly 
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' aligned due to the uniaxially oriented polymer. Because of this, low shock resistance which is the most serious 
• disadvantage of the FLC can be improved by the polymer walls. Furthermore, in the case where a FLC poly- 
merizable material is used as a light-curable material, the FLC polymer also responds to the application of a 
5 voltage, and a half tone display can be realized because of the difference in the drive voltage between the 
FCL and the FLC polymer. 

In Applications 30 and 32, the polymerizable material contained in the mixture is cured in a liquid crystal 
state. Examples of the liquid crystal state include a nematic phase, smectic phase, and a cholesteric phase. 
Hereinafter, materials applicable to the present examples will be described. 

10 

(A polymerizable liquid crystalline compound) 

As a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound, the compound X is used In Applications 28, 30 and 32 
and the compound Y is used in Application 29. The present invention is not limited thereto. Ageneral compound 
15 represented by the following Formula (3) can be used. 

A - B - LC (3) 

In Formula (3), Letter A represents a polymerizable functional group. Examples thereof include functional 
groups having unsaturated bonds such as CH 2 =CH-, CH 2 =CH-COO-, CH 2 =C(CH 3 )-COO-, and -N=C=0, and 
functional groups having a heterocyclic structure with strain such as a structure represented by the following 
20 Formula (4). 

CH 2 - CH - ... (4) 

25 

Letters LC represent a liquid crystalline compound. Examples thereof include a compound represented 
by the following Formula (5), a cholesterol ring, and derivatives thereof. 

D - E - G (5) 

Letter B represents a coupling group connecting the polymerizable functional group to the liquid crystalline 

30 compound. Examples thereof include an alkyl chain (-(CHJn-), an ester bond (-COO-), an ether bond (-0-), a 
polyethylene glycol chain (-CH 2 CH 2 0-), and coupling groups obtained by combining these coupling groups. 
In particular, in order that the liquid crystalline compound can easily move on the polymer walls in response 
to the electrical field, a coupling group having 6 or more bonds from the polymerizable functional group to the 
fixed portion of the liquid crystal molecules is preferred. 

35 In the case where the polymer walls are also aligned, it is preferred that the liquid crystalline compound 
exhibits liquid crystallinity when mixed with the liquid crystal material. 

In Formula (5), Letter D represents a functional group capable of being bound to the coupling group rep- 
resented by Letter B, and has a function of influencing the degree of anisotropy of dielectric constant of the 
liquid crystal molecules and that of the anisotropy of refractive index. Examples thereof include a p-phenyl 

40 ring, a 1,10-diphenyl ring, a 1,4-cyclohexane ring, a 1,10-phenylcyclohexane ring, a naphthalene ring, and a 
tarphenyl ring. G represents a polar group which makes the anisotropy of dielectric constant of the liquid crystal 
exhibited. Examples thereof include a benzene ring, a cyclohexane ring, a p-diphenyl ring, a phenylcyclohex- 
ane ring, a tarphenyl ring, and a diphenylcyclohexane ring, each having a functional group such as -CN, -OCH 3 , 
-F, -CI, -OCF 3 , -OCCI3, -H, -R (R: alkyl group). E represents a functional group connecting D to G. Examples 

45 thereof include a single bond, -CH^, -CH 2 CH 2 -, -O-, a triple bond of carbon-carbon, and -CH=CH-. 

(A liquid crystal material) 

The liquid crystal material as that of Example 2 can be used. 

50 

(A polymerizable material) 

Alight-curable material (photopolymerizable material), a thermosetting material (heat-polymerizable ma- 
terial), and the like can be used. As a light-curable material, there are acrylic acids and acrylic esters having 
55 a long chain alkyl group with three or more carbons or having a benzene ring. Examples of the light-curable 
material include isobutyl acrylate, stearyl acrylate, lauryl acrylate, isoamyl acrylate, n-butyl methacrylate, n- 
lauryl methacrylate, tridecyl methacrylate, 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, n-stearyl methacrylate, cyclohexyl metha- 
crylate, benzyl methacrylate, 2-phenoxyethyl methacrylate, isobornyl acrylate, and isobornyi methacrylate. 
In addition, in order to increase the physical strength of the polymer, mult-functional materials having two or 
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'more functional groups can be used. Examples of the mult-functional materials include bisphenyl Adimetha- 
• crylate, bisphenol Adiacrylate, 1 ,4-butanediol dimet hacrylate, 1 ,6-hexanediol dimethacryiate, trimethylol pro- 
pane trimethacrylate, trimethylol propane triacryiate, tetramethylolmethane tetraacrylate, and neopentyl dia- 
5 crylate. More preferably, material obtained by halogenating, in particular, chlorinating or fluorinating these 
monomers are used. Examples thereof include 2,2,3,4,4,4-hexaphlorobutyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,4,4, 4-hexa- 
chlorobutyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,3-tetraphloropropyl methacrylate, 2,2,3,3-tetraphloropropyl methacrylate, 
perphlorooctylethyl methacrylate, perchlorooctylethyl methacrylate, perphlorooctylethyl acrylate, and per- 
chlorooctyiethyl acrylate. 

10 As the thermosetting compound, the above-mentioned light-curable materials and compounds having an 
epoxy group, an isocyanate group, etc. in its molecules can be used. Examples of the light-curable compound 
include bisphenol A type epoxy compounds, bisphenol Adiglycidyl ether, bisphenol F diglycidyi ether, hexa- 
hydrobisphenol Adiglycidyl ether, propylene glycol diglycidyi ether, neopentyl glycol diglycidyi ether, diglycidyi 
ester phthalate, triglycidyl isocyanate, and tetraglycidylmethaxylene diamine. 

15 These monomers can be used alone or in a combination of two or more kinds. Moreover, compounds which 
have both a light-curable property and heat-curable property can be used. Among the light-curable or heat- 
curable compounds, in the case where fluorinated compounds having the effects of reducing hysteresis and 
increasing the response speed are used, the interaction between the liquid crystal regions and the polymer 
walls can be decreased. 

20 As the dichroic dye used in the present invention, both N-type and P-type dyes can be used. Examples 
of the dichroic dye include a merocyanine type, an ant hraquinone type, a stylyl type, and an azobenzene type. 
The added amount of the dichroic dye is in the range of 0.5% to 10% by weight based on the weight of the 
liquid crystal, preferably in the range of 1 % to 5%. Moreover, it is also possible to use another dye for coloring 
together with the dichroic dye; however, in some cases, sufficient contrast cannot be obtained due to the light 

25 absorption effects. 

When the liquid crystalline compound having a polymerizable functional group in its molecule is selected, 
it is preferred in terms of compatibility that portions exhibiting liquid crystallinity of the liquid crystal material 
and those of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound are similar to each other. In particular, when a flu- 
orine and/or chlorine type liquid crystal material (which has specific chemical environment) is used, it is pre- 
30 ferred that a fluorine and/or chlorine type liquid crystal material is used as a liquid crystalline compound having 
a polymerizable functional group. Moreover, in the case where ferroelectric crystal is used, a polymerizable 
compound having ferroelectric liquid crystal in its molecule is preferred for forming a stable smectic phase. 

(The weight ratio of liquid crystal and a polymerizable compound) 

35 

The weight ratio of the liquid crystal and the polymerizable compound is preferably in the range of 50:50 
to 97:3, more preferably in the range of 70:30 to 90:10. When the percentage of the liquid crystal material is 
less than 50%, the ratio occupied by the polymer walls increases, resulting in a remarkable rise in the drive 
voltage of the cell. Thus, practicality is lost. In contrast, when the percentage of the liquid crystal material is 
40 more than 97%, the physical strength of the polymer walls decreases. Thus, stable performance cannot be 
obtained. 

Moreover, in the case where a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound and a polymerizable non-liquid 
crystalline compound are mixed, it is preferred that the weight ratio thereof is within the above-mentioned 
range and the percentage of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound is 0.5% or more. In particular, in 
45 the case where ferroelectric liquid crystal is used, a ferroelectric liquid crystal display device capable of per- 
forming a half tone display can be manufactured as follows: 

The percentage of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound is made 70% or more, whereby two re- 
gions, i.e., a low molecular liquid crystal region and a polymer liquid crystal region are formed. Then, a voltage 
is adjusted to a value at which each compound is driven. 

50 

(A photopolymerization initiator or catalyst) 

A reaction initiator includes a photopolymerization initiator, a heat polymerization initiator, etc. As the pho- 
topolymerization initiator, Irgacure 184, Irgacure 651, Irgacure 907, Darocure 1173, Darocure 1116, Darocure 
55 2959, and the like can be used. As the heat polymerization initiator, peroxides such as biphenyl peroxide and 
t-butyl peroxide; and a radical generating agent such as AIBN can be used. Moreover, the added amount of 
the polymerization initiator(s) is varied depending upon the reactivity of each compound. There is no special 
limit in the present example. It is preferred that the added amount of the photopolymerization initiators) is in 
the range of 0.01% to 5% based on the total amount of a mixture of liquid crystal and a light-curable material 
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' (containing polymerizable liquid crystalline material). When the added amount is more than 5%, the phase sep- 
• aration speed between the liquid crystal and the polymer is too high to be regulated. As a result, liquid crystal 
regions become small, the drive voltage is increased, the orientation regulating ability of the orientation film 
5 on the substrate is decreased, less liquid crystal regions are formed in pixels (liquid crystal regions are formed 
in the masking portions in the case where a photomask is used), and contrast is decreased. In contrast, when 
the added amount is less than 0.01%, the polymerizable material cannot be sufficiently cured. 

(An orientation film) 

10 

As a material for the orientation film, organic films such as polyimide (SE 150, manufactured by Nissan 
Chemical Industries Ltd.; Cytop, manufactured by Asahi Glass Co., Ltd., etc.) and inorganic films such as SiO 
can be used. If required, the orientation film is subjected to a rubbing treatment. 

In Example 11, items described in Example 2: A light regulating means such as a photomask, Irradiation 
is light, etc. can be applicable. 

Example 12 

Example 12 is the case where the response speed and the electrical holding ratio of a non light scattering 
20 type liquid crystal display device are increased by taking advantage of the mixture. 

The mixture to be used in the liquid crystal display device of the present example is formed of a liquid 
crystal material, a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound, a photopolymerizable compound, and a photo- 
polymerization initiator; or a liquid crystal material, a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound, a heat poly- 
merizable compound, and a heat polymerization initiator. 
25 The liquid crystal material and the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound are selected so that the prod- 
uct of anisotropy of dielectric constant As L and a polymerizable liquid crystal compound Ae P (i.e., As L - Aep) be- 
comes negative. The purpose of this condition is that a liquid crystalline polymer is supported by polymer walls 
when the photo- or heat-polymerizable compound and the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound are 
cured. In this structure, the interfaces between the liquid crystal regions and the polymer walls are driven under 
30 an applied voltage. When a voltage is not applied, the interaction between the liquid crystalline polymer and 
the polymer walls is increased since the end portions (polymerizable functional groups) of the liquid crystalline 
polymer and the polymer walls are bonded to each other. Then, the orientation is disturbed between the liquid 
crystalline polymer and the liquid crystal molecules in the liquid crystal regions, so that the liquid crystal mol- 
ecules immediately return to the orientation in a light scattering state. As a result, the response speed of the 
35 liquid crystal display device can be improved. The anisotropy of dielectric constant is an intrinsic property of 
the liquid crystalline functional group and does not change before and after the polymerization reaction, so 
that the anisotropy of the dielectric constant of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound and that of the 
polymerized liquid crystalline compound are the same. Moreover, even in the case where the liquid crystal 
material and the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound which have a fluorine atom(s) and/or a chlorine 
40 atom(s) in its molecule and have a weak interaction therebetween are used, an element of a charge holding 
type such as a TFT can be applied to the liquid crystal display device due to the chemical stability inherent in 
these materials without decreasing the electrical holding ratio of the device itself. 

In the case where the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound and the heat polymerizable compound 
are thermally polymerized in the present example, if a response speed is low, polymerized ends are formed 
45 in the liquid crystal regions, resulting in the formation of the polymer walls in the liquid crystal regions and 
decreasing contrast. Thus, it is preferred that the reaction system and reaction conditions which make the poly- 
merization reaction complete within 10 minutes are selected. 

Hereinafter, materials and the like applicable to the present example will be described. 

so (A polymerizable material) 

The respective polymerizable compounds described: A polymer material in Example 11 can be used as 
the photopolymerizable compound and the heat polymerizable compound. 

55 (A weight ratio of the liquid crystal material with respect to the polymerizable compound, etc.) 

The mixed ratio of the liquid crystal material with respect to the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound 
and the photo- or heat-polymerizable compound is preferably in the range of 50:50 to 97:3 (weight ratio), more 
preferably in the range of 70:30 to 90:10 (weight ratio). When the mixed ratio of the liquid crystal material is 
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•less than 50% by weight, a great number of polymer walls are formed, remarkably increasing the drive voltage 
• of the liquid crystal display device, resulting in a loss of practicability of the device. When the mixed ratio of 
the liquid crystal material is more than 97% by weight, the physical strength of the polymer walls to be formed 
5 is decreased, making it difficult to obtain stable performance. Thus, these cases are not preferred. Under the 
condition of the above-mentioned range, it is preferred that the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound is 
made 0.05% or more by weight based on the total weight of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound and 
the photo- or heat-polymerizable compound. 



10 (A polymerization initiator) 



Ageneral photo- or heat-polymerization initiator can be used. Examples of the photopolymerization initiator 
include Irgacure 184, Irgacure 651, Irgacure 907, Darocure 1173, Darocure 1116, Darocure 2959, etc. Exam- 
ples of the heat polymerizable initiator include peroxides such as benzoperoxide (BPO), t-butyl peroxide; and 

15 azo compounds such as azobis(isobutylonitrile) (AIBN). It is preferred that the mixed ratio of the photo- or heat- 
polymerizable initiator is in the range of 0.3 to 5% by weight based on the total weight of the liquid crystal ma- 
terial, the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound and the photo- or heat-polymerizable compound. When 
the mixed ratio is less than 0.3% by weight, there is a possibility that the polymerization reaction does not 
sufficiently start. Thus, this ratio is not preferred. When the mixed ratio is more than 5% by weight, the phase 

20 separation speed between the liquid crystal and the polymer is too high to regulate the size of the liquid crystal 
regions; as a result, small liquid crystal regions are formed, increasing the drive voltage. Thus, this ratio is not 
preferred. 

The present example will be described by way of illustrating Applications. 



25 Application 33 



30 



The liquid crystal display device of Application 33 has the same structure as that shown in Figure 35. A 
method for manufacturing this liquid crystal display device is as follows: 

First, a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound Z (with the anisotropy of dielectric constant As < 0) shown 
by the following Formula (6) was prepared in the following manner 4'-hydroxy-2, 3-difluorobiphenyl and ex- 
cess 1,10-dibromodecane were etherif icated in the presence of calcium carbonate. The resulting ether was 
purified by column chromatography. After that, the purified substance was mixed with equimolar tetramethy- 
lammoniumhydroxypentahydrate, and acrylic acid was added to this mixture to obtain the polymerizable liquid 
crystalline compound Z represented by Formula (6): 



35 



40 



\ 



Z: 





-«>) 



45 Next, the electrode lines 73 and 74 made of ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide) were formed on 
the substrates 71 and 72, respectively. In the present application, a PET film with a thickness of 0.25 mm was 
used as the substrates 71 and 72, and the electrode lines 73 and 74 respectively having a width of 200 \xm 
were formed with an interval of 50 nm between each electrode line. The respective number of the electrode 
lines 73 and 74 was 20. Then, the orientation films 75 and 76 were coated so as to cover the electrode lines 

so 73 and 74 by a spin coating method. The orientation films 75 and 76 were subjected to a rubbing treatment in 
one direction. In Application 33, polyimide (SE150, manufactured by Nissan Chemical Industries Ltd.) was used 
as the orientation films 75 and 76. These substrates 71 and 72 face each ot her with spacers having a diameter 
of 6 jim sandwiched therebetween so that the electrode lines 73 and 74 faced and crossed each other. Thus, 
a liquid crystal cell was formed. 

55 Next, the photomask 79 was placed outside the substrate 72 so that masking portions of the photomask 
79 covered the pixels. Then, 0.85 g of a photopolymerizable compound, 0.05 g of the polymerizable liquid crys- 
talline compound Z, 4 g of a liquid crystal material, and 0.15 g of a photopolymerization initiator were homo- 
geneously mixed to obtain a mixture 80. The mixture 80 was injected into the cell. In Application 33, as the 
photopolymerizable compound, 0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate, 0.30 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, 
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'and 0.45 g of isobornyl acrylate were used. As the liquid crystal material, a mixture in which 0.3% of cholesteric 
• nanonate (CN) was added to ZLI-4792 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc., where, the anisotropy of dielectric 
constant is Ae > O) was used. As the photopolymerization initiator, Irgacure 184 was used. 
5 Then, the ceil was irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask 79 at 10 mW/cm 2 for 5 minutes by using 

a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, whereby the photo polymerizable compound and 
the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound were cured. 

One substrate was peeled off from the other substrate in liquid nitrogen. Then, the liquid crystal material 
was washed away with acetone. A cross-section of the polymer walls was observed by the SEM, revealing 
10 that liquid crystal regions with the same regularity as that of the photomask 79 (i.e., the same regularity as 
that of the pixel distribution) were uniformly formed, each liquid crystal region having almost the same size. 

Two polarizing plates were attached to the cell thus obtained so that the respective polarizing directions 
were aligned with the orientation directions of the corresponding orientation films, whereby a TN liquid crystal 
display device was obtained. 

15 

Comparative Example 30 

Glass with ITO (flint glass with iTO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured by Nippon Sheet 
Glass Co., Ltd.) was used as the substrates 71 and 72 of Application 33. A liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792 to 
20 which 3% of CN was added, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc., where the anisotropy of dielectric constant is 
As > 0) was injected into the liquid crystal cell, whereby a conventional liquid crystal display device which was 
not a polymer dispersed type was manufactured. 

Comparative Example 31 

25 

A liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 33, except that the 
photomask 79 was not used. 

Table 19 shows a comparison of contrast characteristics obtained in Application 33, and Comparative Ex- 
amples 30 and 31 . Contrast is taken as To/T^, where T 0 is light transmittance obtained under no applied voltage 
30 and T^ is light transmittance obtained under an applied saturation voltage. Here, light transmitted through a 
liquid crystal panel is detected by a detector with a converging angle of 6°, using a metal halide lamp as an 
optical source, whereby contrast is measured. 



Table 19 



Comparison of contrast characteristics 




Application 33 


Comparative Example 30 


Comparative Example 31 


Contrast 


41 


41 


9 



As is understood from Table 1 9, the liquid crystal display device of Application 33 has an electro-optic char- 
acteristic comparable to that of the conventional liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 30. In 
addition, in Application 33, the polymer walls can be formed having a regularity with respect to the pixels by 
using the photomask. Compared with the liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 31 manufac- 
45 tured without using a photomask, the number of the interfaces between the polymer walls and the liquid crystal 
regions are greatly decreased, so that light scattering is sufficiently reduced between the polymer walls and 
the liquid crystal regions. 

50 Application 34 

A liquid crystal cell was formed in the same way as in Application 33, except that glass with ITO (flint glass 
with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) was used as 
the substrates 71 and 72 and plastic beads with a diameter of 12 |im were sandwiched as spacers between 
the substrates 71 and 72. 

55 Then, the photomask 79 was placed in the same way as in Application 33. The mixture 80 was prepared 

in the same way as in Application 33, except that 0.01 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate and 0.08 g of 
isobornyl acrylate as the photopolymerizable compound, 0.01 g of the polymerizable liquid crystalline com- 
pound Z, 0.4 g of ZLI-4792 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Ltd., where the anisotropy of dielectric constant is 
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°Ae > 0) as the liquid crystal material, and 0.015 g of Irgacure 651 as the photopolymerization initiator were 
* used. Then, the cell was irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask 79 at 40 mW/cm 2 for 2 minutes by 
using a high-pressure mercury lamp, whereby the polymerizable compound and the polymerizable liquid crys- 
5 talline compound were cured to obtain a liquid crystal display device. 

Comparative Example 32 

A liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 34, except that a mixture 
10 containing 0.01 g of trimethylol propane trimet hacrylate and 0.09 g of isobornyl acrylate as the photopolymer- 
izable compound, 0.4 g of ZLI-4792 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc., where the anisotropy of dielectric con- 
stant is As > 0) as the liquid crystal material, and 0.015 g of Irgacure 651 as the photopolymerization initiator 
was used instead of the mixture 80 used in Application 34. 

15 Comparative Example 33 

A liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 34, except that a mixture 
containing 0.01 g of trimethylol propane trimet hacrylate and 0.09 g of isobornyl acrylate as the photopolymer- 
izable compound, 0.4 g of E7 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc., where the anisotropy of dielectric constant 

20 is Ae > 0) as the liquid crystal material, and 0.015 g of Irgacure 651 as the photopolymerization initiator was 
used instead of the mixture 80 used in Application 34. 

Table 20 shows the results obtained by measuring contrast, response speed, and the electrical holding 
ratio of the liquid crystal display device of Application 34 and those of Comparative Examples 32 and 33. The 
contrast is taken as T^/To (converging angle: 6°) in the same way as in Application 33. The response speed 

25 is taken as the sum of times x r and x d , where t T is the time required for light transmittance to change from T 0 
to 0.9 x T^ while the voltage is increased from 0 to 10 V, when a voltage is applied to a liquid crystal panel by 
being changed from 0 V-»10 V->0 V; and x d is a time required for light transmittance to change from T^ to 0.9 
x T 0 while a voltage is changed from 10 V to 0 V, when a voltage is applied to a liquid crystal panel by being 
changed from 0 V->10 V-»0 V. If this value is smaller, the response speed is higher. The electrical holding ratio 

30 is taken as a ratio of the amount of charge retained for 16.5 ms with respect to the initial charge amount, when 
5 V voltage with a rectangular wave is applied to the liquid crystal panel. For example, when the charge is not 
leaked out of the liquid crystal panel at all, the electrical holding ratio is 100%. 



Table 20 



Comparison of electro-optic characteristics 




Application 34 


Comparative Example 32 


Comparative Example 33 


Contrast 


8 


8 




Response speed (ms) 


45 


185 




Electrical holding ratio 
(%) 


98.2 


98.0 


82.4 



45 

As is understood from Table 20, the liquid crystal display device of Application 34 has a high response 
speed and a satisfactory electrical holding ratio. However, the liquid crystal display device of Comparative Ex- 
ample 32 has a low response speed. In Comparative Example 33, the drive voltage of the liquid crystal display 
device is 20 V or more, so that contrast and a response speed cannot be measured, and its electrical holding 
so ratio is not satisfactory. 

Hereinafter, materials and the like applicable to Applications 33 and 34 will be described. 

(A liquid crystal material) 

55 The liquid crystal material described: 

A liquid crystal material in Example 2 can be used. 
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'(A polymerizable liquid crystalline compound) 

The polymerizable liquid crystal line compound described: A polymerizable liquid crystalline compound in 
5 Example 11 can be used. 

In the case where the polymerizable liquid crystal line compound used in the present example has positive 
anisotropy of dielectric constant (As L > 0), a functional group of the compound G represented by Formula (5) 
is positioned so that anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae P of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound be- 
comes negative. Examples of the compound G having such a functional group include 2-substitution product, 
10 3-substitution product, 2,3-substitution product, etc. of a benzene ring. In the case where the liquid crystal ma- 
terial has negative anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae L < 0), a functional group of the compound G is positioned 
so that the anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae P of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound becomes pos- 
itive. Examples of compounds having such a functional group include 4-substitution product, 3,4,5-substitution 
product, 3,4-substitution product, etc. of a benzene ring. When a plurality of functional groups of these subse- 
ts tution products are present in the same substitution product, the kind of a plurality of functional groups is not 
limited to one. Moreover, in either of the above-mentioned cases, only one kind of the polymerizable liquid crys- 
talline compound can be used or a plurality of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compounds can be used. 
When the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound having the above-mentioned structure is polymerized, a 
liquid crystalline polymer obtained as a result of the polymerization has a liquid crystalline functional group LC 
20 in liquid crystal regions and a polymerizable functional group A in polymer walls, whereby the liquid crystalline 
polymer is fixed on the polymer walls. 

(Conditions for selecting a liquid crystal material and a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound) 

25 It is preferred in terms of compatibility that the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable liquid crys- 
talline compound are selected so that respective portions exhibiting liquid crystallinity are similar to each other. 
In particular, in the case where a liquid crystal material of a fluorine type and/or a chlorine type, which has an 
intrinsic chemical environment, is selected, it is preferred to select a polymerizable liquid crystalline compound 
of a fluorine type and/or a chlorine type. 

30 

Application 35 

First, 0.1 g of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound Z of Application 33 and 0.01 g of benzoperoxide 
(BPO) were dissolved in toluene, followed by being polymerized at 100°C for 2 hours. Then, ethanol was added 

35 to this mixture to obtain a polymer. The polymer thus obtained was washed with ethanol to obtain a liquid crys- 
talline polymer Z (which is a polymer of the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound Z). 

Next, 2 g of E8 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc., where the anisotropy of dielectric constant is As > 0) 
and 0.01 g of the liquid crystalline polymer Z as a liquid crystal material, and 0.5 g of polymethyl methacrylate 
(PMA, manufactured by Asahi Kasei Kogyo K.K.) as a polymer other than the liquid crystalline polymer were 

40 dissolved in chloroform, whereby a solution with a solute concentration of 15% by weight was prepared. This 
solution was coated onto the substrate 71 by a bar coating method, followed by being dried to form a film with 
a thickness of 12 to 13 urn. After that, the substrate 72 was placed on the substrate 71 to obtain a liquid crystal 
panel. In Application 35, glass with ITO (flint glass with ITO having a thickness of 500 Angstroms, manufactured 
by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) was used as the substrates 71 and 72. 

45 

Comparative Example 34 

A liquid crystal display device was manufactured in the same way as in Application 35, except that the 
liquid crystalline polymer Z was not used. 
so Table 21 shows the results obtained by measuring contrast and response speed of the liquid crystal display 
devices of Application 35 and Comparative Example 5. The response speed is measured in the same way as 
in Application 34, except that the 1 0 V voltage in Application 34 is made 20 V. The contrast is measured in the 
same way as in Application 33. 
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Table 21 
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Comparison of electro-optic characteristics 




Application 35 


Comparative Example 34 


Contrast 


70 


69 


Response speed (ms) 
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As is understood from Table 21 , the liquid crystal display device of Application 35 has satisfactory contrast 
and a high response speed. On the other hand, the liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 34 
has a low response speed. 

In the manufacturing of the liquid crystal display device of Application 35, a mixture to be coated onto one 
substrate is formed from a liquid crystal material, a polymerizable liquid crystalline material, and a solvent which 
homogeneously dissolves the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable liquid crystalline material. After this 
mixture is coated onto one substrate, the solvent is removed by evaporation from the mixture. 

In Application 35, a liquid crystal material and a liquid crystalline polymer which satisfy the same conditions 
as those applied to the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable liquid crystalline compound in Applications 
33 and 34 were used. Examples of the liquid crystal material used in Application 35 include E7 and E8 (man- 
ufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.). Examples of the liquid crystalline polymer used in Application 35 include poly- 
mers having a liquid crystalline functional group attracted to a side chain, which are disclosed in Japanese Laid- 
Open Patent Publication No. 3-195796. Preferably, polymerized liquid crystalline compounds used for manu- 
facturing the liquid crystal display device of Application 33 can be used. 

Examples of the solvent include chloroform, toluene, xylene, and cyclohexane. It is preferred that the sol- 
vent is mixed in an amount in the range of 0.01 to 10% by weight. 

In addition to the above-mentioned polymerizable liquid crystalline compounds, if required, it is possible 
to add polymers such as polystyrene, polyvinyl alcohol, polyvinyl acetate, methyl polymethacrylate, nitrocel- 
lulose, polycarbonate, polyphenylene oxide, polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA), etc. for the purpose of improv- 
ing the physical strength of the polymer walls. In Application 35, polymethyl methacrylate is added. It is pre- 
ferred that the mixed ratio of the polymer for improving the physical strength of the polymer walls is 0.1 % by 
weight based on the total weight of the liquid crystalline polymer and the polymer for improving the physical 
strength of the polymer wails. 

A liquid crystal display device with a structure in which the liquid crystal is confined in the polymer walls 
(or the liquid crystal is partially partitioned by the polymer walls) can be obtained by sandwiching the liquid 
crystal cell of the present example by two polarizing plates. This liquid crystal display device can be applied 
to conventional display systems such as TN, STN, FLC (SSF) and ECB systems. In addition, in the present 
example, a large screen and a substrate in a film shape are made possible. 

In Example 12, items described in Example 2: Alight regulating means such as a photomask, Irradiation 
light, etc. can be applicable. 



Example 13 
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In Example 13, peeling phenomenon between the substrate and the polymer dispersed liquid crystal ma- 
terial, which has been a problem in a conventional polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device, is prevented, 
response speed is made high, and hysteresis is reduced by decreasing monomers remaining in a liquid crystal 
display device. 

First, a mixture injected between facing substrates is irradiated with UV-rays. The mixture contains a liquid 
crystal material, a photosetting compound, a photopolymerization initiator, and a radical generating agent Due 
to this, a display medium in which liquid crystal droplets are dispersed in polymer walls can be obtained. After 
that, the display medium is heated to thermally decompose the radical generating agent As a result, a radical 
is generated from the radical generating agent, and a remaining monomer before heating is polymerized by 
the radical to decrease the remaining monomer. 

The polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device of Example 13 has the same structure as that shown 
in Figure 35. This device is manufactured as follows: 

First, the electrode lines 73 and the orientation film 75 are formed on the substrate 71, and the electrode 
lines 74 and the orientation film 76 are formed on the substrate 72. Alternatively, the substrates 71 and 72 
which have the above-mentioned structures are provided. 
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Next, the substrates 71 and 72 are layered on top of the other so that the orientation films 75 and 76 are 
* made to face each other, and a homogeneous mixture containing a liquid crystal material, a polymerizable com- 
pound, a photopolymerization initiator, and a radical generating agent is injected between the substrates 71 
5 and 72. 

Then, a photomask having a dot pattern as shown in Figure 43 is placed on one of the substrates 71 and 
72. Under this condition, the mixture is irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask. The photomask have 
masking portions corresponding to crossed regions of the electrode lines 73 and 74. Because of this, the poly- 
merizable compound is cured, and a phase separation occurred between the liquid crystal and the polymer. 

10 As a result, a display medium in which the liquid crystal regions 78 are partitioned by the polymer walls 77 is 
formed between the substrates 71 and 72. The liquid crystal regions 78 are formed in regions corresponding 
to the masking portions. At this time, the size of the liquid crystal regions 78 can be regulated by adjusting 
the light-irradiated regions. 

Then, the display medium is heated to thermally decompose the radical generating agent. Due to this, a 

15 radical is generated from the radical generating agent, and a remaining monomer before heating is polymerized 
by the radical, whereby the remaining monomer is decreased. Thus, the polymerization ratio is increased. 

Thus, in the present example, the mixture injected between the facing substrates 71 and 72 is irradiated 
with UV-rays to obtain a display medium in which the liquid crystal regions 78 are dispersed in the polymer 
walls 77. After that, the remaining monomer is polymerized by heating. Thus, the remaining monomer can be 

20 reduced. In the present example, the peeling between the substrates 71 and 72 and the polymer dispersed 
liquid crystal material, which is considered to be caused by the remaining monomer can be prevented. More- 
over, the response speed and hysteresis can be improved. 

It is preferred that the percentage of the remaining monomer (remaining monomer ratio Z) is 10% or less. 
More preferably, the ratio is in the range of 0.5% to 5%. Here, the remaining monomer ratio Z is calculated by 

25 the following equation: 

Remaining monomer ratio Z = (X/Xq) x 100 
where X is a ratio of the light absorption of >C=C< (in the vicinity of 800 and 1600 cm- 1 ) in the photopolymer- 
izable material and the light absorption of a carbonyl group (in the vicinity of 1 700 cm- 1 ) of an ester in an infrared 
absorption spectrum of the polymer material obtained by excluding the liquid crystal material from the polymer 
30 dispersed liquid crystal material; and Xo is a ratio of the light absorption of >C=C< (in the vicinity of 800 and 
1600 cm- 1 ) in the photopolymerizable material and the light absorption of a carbonyl group (in the vicinity of 
1700 cnr 1 ) of an ester before the polymerization in an infrared absorption spectrum of the polymer material 
obtained by excluding the liquid crystal material from the polymer dispersed liquid crystal material. 

The photopolymerizable material which is generally used is acrylate or methacrylate derivatives. In the 
35 above equation, Xo is almost constant, so that Xo = 3 is used in the present example. 

The reason why the remaining monomer ratio Z should be 10% or less is as follows: 
When a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device is manufactured only by general photopolymeri- 
zation, the remaining monomer ratio exceeds 10%. When a great amount of multifunctional monomer is used, 
a network structure of the polymer material develops to increase the amount of monomer remaining in the 
40 network structure and the amount of contracted polymer material. Thus, the peeling and the like are caused 
between the substrate and the polymer dispersed liquid crystal material. In contrast, when the remaining mono- 
mer ratio is less than 0.5%, peroxides used in the present example should be added in a great amount. As a 
result, there is a possibility that the liquid crystal material is deteriorated, decreasing reliability. 
Hereinafter, materials and the like applicable to the present example will be described. 

45 

(A liquid crystal material) 

The liquid crystal material described: A liquid crystal material of Example 2 can be used. More preferred 
examples include compounds having a photopolymerizable group such as a methacrylate group or an acrylate 
so group and a thermosetting group such as an isocyanate group or an epoxy group. Specific examples include 
2-isocyanateethyl acrylate, 2-isocyanateethyl methacrylate, and a compound represented by the following 
Formula (7): 
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*(A polymerizable liquid crystalline material) 

The liquid crystal material described: A polymerizable liquid crystalline compound of Example 11 can be 
5 used. 

The polymerizable liquid crystalline material is added for the purpose of making clear the phase separation 
and increasing response speed. Examples of the polymerizable liquid crystalline material include compounds 
having in its molecule a polymerizable functional group such as an acrylate group and a methacrylate group 
and a rigid functional group exhibiting liquid crystallinity. 
10 It is preferred in terms of compatibility that the liquid crystal material and the liquid crystalline compound 
having a polymerizable functional group in its molecule are selected so that the respective portions of the liquid 
crystal material and the liquid polymerizable crystalline compound, exhibiting liquid crystallinity are similar to 
each other. In particular, in the case of liquid crystal materials of a fluorine type and/or a chlorine type which 
have specific chemical environment, it is preferred to select a liquid crystalline compound having a polymer- 
15 izable functional group of a fluorine type and/or a chlorine type. 

In the case where ferroelectric liquid crystal is used, it is preferred to use a polymerizable compound having 
ferroelectric liquid crystal in its molecule in order to form a stable smectic phase. 

Regarding the weight ratio of a compound having liquid crystallinity and a polymerizable non-liquid crys- 
talline compound, it is preferred that the percentage of the compound having liquid crystallinity is 0.5% or more. 
20 In particular, in the case where ferroelectric liquid crystal is used, two regions (i.e., low molecular liquid crystal 
regions and polymer liquid crystal regions) are formed by making the amount of compound having liquid crys- 
tallinity 100%. Moreover, a voltage is used so as to drive the respective compounds (i.e., low molecular liquid 
crystal and polymer liquid crystal regions). In this way, a ferroelectric liquid crystal display device capable of 
performing a tone display can be manufactured. 

25 

(Weight ratio of liquid crystal and a polymerizable compound) 

Same as that of Example 11 . 

30 (Structure of a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device) 

A structure in which a liquid crystalline compound (polymer) is fixed on polymer walls is preferred for mak- 
ing clear the phase separation and increasing the response speed. Due to this structure, the interfaces be- 
tween the liquid crystalline and the polymer walls are driven by the application of a voltage. Under no applied 

35 voltage, the interaction between the liquid crystalline polymer and the polymer walls is increased, since the 
liquid crystal and the liquid crystalline polymer are bonded to each other. Thus, the response speed (t r ) under 
an applied voltage and the response speed (t d ) under no applied voltage can be improved. In the case of fer- 
roelectric liquid crystal, because of the regulating ability of vertical polymer walls as well as the regulating ability 
of the substrate subjected to an orientation treatment, the orientation state is stabilized and shock resistance 

40 is improved. Moreover, a charge holding type element such as a TFT can be applied to the device without de- 
creasing the electrical holding ratio of the entire device by using liquid crystal molecules having fluorine and/or 
chlorine atom(s) in their molecules, because the liquid crystal molecules have chemical stability. 

(A photopolymerization initiator or a catalyst) 

45 

As a photopolymerization initiator, Irgacure 184, Irgacure 651, Irgacure 907, Darocure 1173, Darocure 
1116, Darocure 2959, etc. can be used. The amount of the photopolymerization initiator is preferably in the 
range of 0.3% to 5% based on the total amount of the liquid crystal and the polymerizable compound. When 
the amount is less than 0.3%, sufficient photopolymerization reaction is not conducted; and when the amount 
so is more than 5%, the phase separation between the liquid crystal and the polymer is conducted too fast to be 
regulated, forming smaller liquid crystal regions and increasing the drive voltage. 

(A radical generating agent) 

55 The radical generating agent generates a radical by being heated. Examples of the radical generating agent 
include peroxides having a -O-O- bond in molecules such as BPO, t-butyl peroxide, and lauryl peroxide; and 
azo compound liquid crystal having a -N=N- bond in molecules such as azobis(isobutyronitrile) (AIBN). It is 
preferred that the radical generating agent is added in an amount of 0.1 to 10% to the mixture of the photo- 
polymerizable material and the photopolymerization initiator. When the added amount of the radical generating 
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'agent is less than 0.1%, little effects of curing the remaining monomer after being irradiated with light are ob- 
tained; and when the added amount thereof is more than 10%, damage to the liquid crystal material is great, 
decreasing reliability. 

5 The present example is applied to a non light scattering type; however, the present example is not limited 
thereto and can be applied to a light scattering type. Figure 46 shows a liquid crystal display device of a light 
scattering type. In this liquid crystal display device, two substrates 131 and 132 having electrode lines 133 
and 134, respectively are made to face each other. Between the substrates 131 and 132, a plurality of liquid 
crystal droplets 137 are dispersed in the polymer wails 138. The liquid crystal droplets 137 are randomly dis- 

10 posed, each of the droplets 137 having nonuniform size. 

Hereinafter, the present example will be described by way of illustrating Applications. 

Application 36 

15 First, two flint glasses (manufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) having ITO (a mixture of indium 
oxide and tin oxide) for electrodes with a thickness of 500 Angstroms were prepared as a substrate with a thick- 
ness of 1.1 mm. Then, the two flint glasses were disposed so that the respective ITO surfaces faced each 
other with spacers with a diameter of 12 ^m sandwiched therebetween. Thus, a cell was formed. 

Next, a mixture for a display medium was injected into the cell. The mixture homogeneously contained 0.2 
20 g of (R-684, manufactured by Nippon Kayaku K.K.), 0.35 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, 0.45 g of isobornyl acrylate, 
4 g of a liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), 0.05 g of a photopolymerization 
initiator (Irgacure 184), and 0.05 g of lauroyl oxide (laurox, manufactured by Kayaku Akuzo Co., Ltd.) as a radical 
generating agent (e.g., peroxide). 

Next, the cell thus obtained was irradiated with UV-rays at 40 mW/cm 2 for one minute by using a high- 
25 pressure mercury lamp, whereby the polymerizable compound was cured. 

Finally, the cell was allowed to stand in an atmosphere, for example, at 60°C for 50 hours, whereby a heat 
treatment was conducted. In this way, a liquid crystal display device of the present invention was manufactured. 

Comparative Example 35 

30 

A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 36, and a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display 
device was manufactured by using a material obtained by excluding the radical generating agent from the mix- 
ture used in Application 36. 

Table 22 shows electro-optic characteristics and a remaining polymer ratio of the liquid crystal display de- 

35 vice of Application 36, before and after the heat treatment, together with a peeling state of the cell after the 
heat treatment. Table 22 also shows the results of Comparative Example 35 formed by heat treatment at 80°C 
for 4 hours. The electro-optic characteristics include a drive voltage, hysteresis, response speed, and a elec- 
trical holding ratio. The drive voltage is a voltage value at which a transmittance change is saturated. The hys- 
teresis is the difference between the voltage in the case where transmittance is changed by 50% while the 

40 voltage increases and the voltage in the case where transmittance is changed by 50% while the voltage de- 
creases. The response speed is the total time required for the transmittance to be changed by 90% (i.e., a sum 
of a time required when the transmittance is changed by 90% while voltage increases and a time required when 
the transmittance is changed by 90% white voltage decreases). The electrical holding ratio is the ratio of charge 
retained for 16.5 ms. In the item for the Peeling state, a mark O shows no change after the heat treatment; 

45 and a mark x shows that peeling has occurred in the vicinity of the seal. Moreover, the remaining monomer 
ratio is measured as follows: 

One substrate of the cell is peeled off from the other substrate. The polymer dispersed liquid crystal ma- 
terial on the substrate is peeled off and mixed with KBr. Then, the mixture is measured, based on an infrared 
absorption spectrum. 

50 
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As is understood from Table 22, in the case of Application 36, the drive voltage and the electrical holding 
25 ratio are almost the same as those of a conventional liquid crystal display device (Comparative Example 35). 
The hysteresis, response speed, remaining monomer ratio, and peeling state are improved, compared with the 
conventional prepared liquid crystal display device. 

Application 37 

30 

First, as shown in Figure 35, two substrates 71 and 72 were prepared. In the respective substrates 71 and 
72, electrode lines 73 and 74 were formed on a PET film with a thickness of 100 \im. The electrode lines 73 
and 74 were disposed with an interval of 50 urn between lines, and each side length of the electrode lines 73 
and 74 were 200 jim. The number of the electrode lines 73 and 74 was 20. Then, a polyimide film was formed 
35 on the respective substrates 71 and 72 using SE150 (manufactured by Nissan Chemical Industries Ltd.) as 
orientation films 75 and 76, and the polyimide films were subjected to a rubbing treatment in one direction by 
using a nylon cloth. 

Then, the two substrates 71 and 72 subjected to the rubbing treatment were made to face each other so 
that the respective electrode lines 73 and 74 crossed each other at right angles with spacers having a diameter 
40 of 6 |im sandwiched therebetween. Thus, a cell was formed. 

The photomask shown in Figure 43 was placed on the cell so that the masking portions 111 of the pho- 
tomask covered the pixels, and a mixture was injected into the cell. The mixture homogeneously contained 
0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate, 0.35 g of 2-ethylhexyl acrylate, 0.45 g of isobornyl acrylate, 4 g 
of a liquid crystal material (ZLI-4792, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) to which 0.3% of cholesteric nanonate 
45 (CN) was added, 0.05 g of a photopolymerization initiator (Irgacure 184), and 0.05 g of a radical generating 
agent (e.g., peroxide). 

The cell thus obtained was irradiated through the photomask with UV-rays at 10 mW/cm 2 (the intensity 
of UV-rays measured at 365 nm) for 5 minutes by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide par- 
allel rays, whereby the polymerizable compound was cured. After that, the cell was heat-treated at 60°C for 
50 10 hours. 

One substrate of another cell formed in the same way as the above was peeled off from the other sub- 
strate. Then, the liquid crystal material was washed away from the substrate with acetone. A horizontal cross- 
section of the polymer walls on the substrate was observed by the SEM, revealing that liquid crystal regions 
with the same regularity as that of a dot pattern of the photomask (i.e., the same regularity as that of pixels) 
55 were uniformly formed, each liquid crystal region having almost the same size. Since some of the liquid crystal 
regions were damaged during the formation of the sample, 20 liquid crystal regions which had the most ex- 
cellent regularity were selected for observation. 

Finally, polarizing plates were attached to the cell so that the respective polarizing directions were aligned 
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"with the orientation directions of the corresponding orientation films, whereby a polymer dispersed TN display 
* device was manufactured. 

5 Comparative Example 36 

A cell was formed by using glass with ITO having a thickness of, for example, 500 Angstroms (flint glass, 
manufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) and using only the same liquid crystal material as that of Ap- 
plication 37. Polarizing plates were attached to the cell in the same way as in Application 37, whereby a con- 
to ventional TN liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Comparative Example 37 

ATN type cell was formed in the same way as in Application 37. Then, a mixture of the same liquid crystal 
15 as that of Application 37 and a photosetting material excluding the polymerizable compound having a liquid 
crystalline functional group was injected into the cell, and the cell was irradiated with UV-rays in the same 
way as in Application 37 without using a photomask. Thus, a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device 
was manufactured. 

Table 23 shows the contrast and peeling state of the liquid crystal display device of Application 37 and 
20 those of Comparative Examples 36 and 37. 
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As is understood from Table 23, the liquid crystal display device of Application 37 had an electro-optic char- 
30 acteristic comparable to that of Comparative Example 36. Moreover, in Application 37, a film substrate can be 
used, and contrast is increased due to less light scattering in the pixels, compared with the conventional poly- 
mer dispersed liquid crystal display device (Comparative Example 37). Furthermore, in Application 37, almost 
no peeling occurred between the substrate and the polymer dispersed liquid crystal material. 

35 Application 38 

First, two substrates subjected to a uniaxial orientation treatment in the same way as in Application 37 were 

made to face each other with silica beads having a diameter of 2 urn sandwiched therebetween so that the 

respective rubbing directions were aligned. Thus, a cell was formed. 
40 A mixture was injected into the cell thus obtained. The mixture homogeneously contained 0.01 g of trime- 

thylol propane trimethacrylate, 0.025 g of lauryl acrylate, 0.025 g of isobornyl acrylate, 0.4 g of a ferroelectric 

liquid crystal material (ZLI-4003, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), 0.05 g of a photopolymerization initiator 

(Irgacure 184), and 0.05 g of a radical generating agent (e.g., lauroyl peroxide). 

Then, the photomask which was the same as that of Application 36 was placed on the cell. The cell was 
45 irradiated with UV-rays through the photomask at 1 0 mW/cm 2 (the intensity of UV-rays at 365 nm) for 5 minutes 

by using a high-pressure mercury lamp which can provide parallel rays, whereby the polymerizable compound 

was cured. 

Comparative Example 38 
so 

A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 38. Then, the ferroelectric liquid crystal (ZLI-4003) 
was injected into the cell, whereby a liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Comparative E xample 39 
55 

A cell was formed in the same way as in Application 38. Then, the same mixture as that of Application 38 
containing the liquid crystal and the photosetting compound was injected into the cell. The cell was irradiated 
with UV-rays in the same way as in Application 36 without using a photomask, whereby a polymer dispersed 

71 



EP0 568 355 A2 



'liquid crystal display device was manufactured. 

Table 24 shows contrast and the results of an impact test of the liquid crystal display device of Application 
38 and those of Comparative Examples 38 and 39. The impact test was conducted by dropping the cell from 
5 the height of 50 cm to rubber and inspecting the change in the orientation state. A mark O shows that the 
orientation is slightly disturbed in the boundary regions between the liquid crystal and the polymer causing 
no practical problems: and a mark x shows that the orientation was disturbed in the pixels. This shows problems 
for practical use. 
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As is understood from Table 24, in Comparative Example 39, the liquid crystal molecules are not sufficiently 
aligned and contrast is low. As to the impact test, the liquid crystal display device of Comparative Example 39 
cannot be evaluated since the liquid crystal molecules are not sufficiently aligned from the beginning. In Com- 
20 parative Example 38, contrast is satisfactory, however, the result of the impact test is not good. In contrast, in 
Application 38, contrast is satisfactory and there is no problem with the orientation state in the impact test 

In Example 13, items described in Example 2: A light regulating means such as a photomask, Irradiation 
light, etc. can be applicable. 

25 Example 14 

Example 14 is the case where the phase separation between liquid crystal and a polymer is conducted 
without a photomask so that the liquid crystal and the polymer are not mixed with each other, and each liquid 
crystal region is disposed with respect to pixel(s). 
30 Hereinafter, the present example will be described by way of illustrating Applications. 

Application 39 

A method for manufacturing a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device including the step of irra- 
35 diating light in a linear shape to each portion other than pixels will be described. 

Figure 47 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of a method for manufacturing the polymer dispersed 
liquid crystal display device of Application 39. Figure 48 is a perspective view of the liquid crystal display device 
shown in Figure 47. 

First, linear electrodes 142 formed of ITO (a mixture of indium oxide and tin oxide) were formed on two 
40 substrates 141. In Application 38, as the substrate 141, flint glass with a thickness of 1.1 mm and a side of 
300 mm (manufactured by Nippon Sheet Glass Co., Ltd.) was used. The linear electrodes 1 42 had a thickness 
of 500 Angstroms and a width of 200 \xm and were disposed with an interval of 50 \im therebetween. The num- 
ber of the linear electrodes 142 on each substrate was 1000. 

Next, polyimide (SE-150, manufactured by Nissan Chemical Industries Ltd.) was coated onto the sub- 
45 strates 141, on which the linear electrodes 142 were formed, by a spin coating method. The substrates 141 
thus obtained were heat-treated to form orientation films. After that, the orientation films were subjected to a 
rubbing treatment in one direction by using a nylon cloth. Then, the two substrates 141 were made to face 
each other with spacers having a diameter of 6 urn sandwiched therebetween. At this time, the linear electro- 
des 142 on the respective substrates 141 crossed each other at right angles. Thus, a liquid crystal cell 144 
50 was formed. 

Next, a homogeneous mixture containing 0.1 g of trimethylol propane trimethacrylate, 0.4 g of 2-ethylhexyl 
acrylate and 0.5 g of isobornyl acrylate (as a photopolymerizable compound); 4 g of a mixture in which 0.3% 
of cholesteric nanonate was added to ZLI-3700-000 (manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.) (as liquid crystal); 
and 0.1 g of Irgacure 184 (as a photopolymerization initiator) was injected into the liquid crystal cell 144. 
55 Crossed regions in which the linear electrodes 142 on the respective substrates 141 crossed each other with 
the mixture sandwiched therebetween became pixels 147. 

Then, as shown in Figure 47, portions (i.e., non-pixel portions 145) excluding the pixels 147 were succes- 
sively irradiated with a He-Cd laser beam as a linear light by a beam expander. As a result, the photopolymer- 
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' izable compound in the mixture was cured to form polymer walls 148. 

As shown in Figure 48, the non-pixel portions 145 were formed of a plurality of non-pixel portions 145a 
aligned in a vertical direction and a plurality of non-pixel portions 145b aligned in a horizontal direction. First 

5 of all, as shown in Figure 48, the non-pixel portions 145a (which were aligned in parallel in one direction) were 
successively irradiated with light from the end of the cell for 5 minutes each. Then, the non-pixel portions 145b 
(which crossed the non-pixel portions 145a) were successively irradiated with light for 5 minutes each in the 
same way. After that, a phase separation occurred between the liquid crystal and the polymer, whereby the 
polymer walls 148 were formed in the light-irradiated regions. 

10 One substrate of the liquid crystal cell thus obtained was peeled off from the other substrate. Then, the 
liquid crystal material was washed away with acetone. A cross-section of the polymer walls 148 were observed 
by the SEM, revealing that the liquid crystal regions with the same regularity as that of the pixels were uni- 
formly formed, each liquid crystal region having almost the same size, and the polymer walls with regularity 
were formed. 

15 Polarizing plates were attached to the cell thus formed so that each polarizing direction was aligned with 
the orientation of the cell, whereby a polymer dispersed liquid crystal display device was obtained. 

The transmittance of light passed through the liquid crystal display device under no voltage applied and 
the transmittance of light passed through the device under an applied 10 V voltage were measured. The ratio 
of the respective light transmittance, i.e., (light transmittance under an applied voltage)/(light transmittance un- 

20 der no applied voltage) was calculated to obtain contrast. The contrast of Application 39 was 38. When the 
liquid crystal display device was raised, non display irregularity was observed. 

In Application 39, all of the non-pixel portions 145 were irradiated with light, whereby each liquid crystal 
region was formed in each pixel. However, the present invention is not limited thereto. If it is desired to form 
each liquid crystal region in a plurality of adjacent pixels 147, the non-pixel portions 145 can partially be irra- 

25 diated with light. 

Application 40 

A method for manufacturing a surface stabilized ferroelectric liquid crystal (SSFLC) display device includ- 
30 ing the step of irradiating light in a spot shape to each portion other than pixels. Figure 49 is a cross-sectional 
view showing one step of the method for manufacturing the surface stabilized ferroelectric liquid crystal 
(SSFLC) display device of Application 49. Figure 50 is a perspective view of the liquid crystal display device 
shown in Figure 49. 

First, linear electrodes 142 formed of ITO with a thickness of 1000 Angstroms were formed on two sub- 
35 strates 141 by a wet etching method. Next, polyimide with a thickness of 500 Angstroms was coated onto the 
substrates 141, on which the linear electrodes 142 were formed, by a spin coating method. The substrates 
141 thus obtained were heated at 200°C for one hour to form orientation films. After that, the orientation films 
were subjected to a rubbing treatment in one direction. Then, the two substrates 141 were made to face each 
other with SiO beads having a diameter of 1 .7 \im sandwiched therebetween. At this time, the linear electrodes 
40 142 on the respective substrates 141 faced and crossed each other at right angles, and the rubbing directions 
of the respective substrates 141 were aligned. Thus, a liquid crystal cell 144 was formed. 

Next, a homogeneous mixture containing the same photopolymerizable compound as that of Application 
39, a liquid crystal material (ZLI-4237-000, manufactured by Merck & Co., Inc.), and 0.1 g of a photopolymer- 
ization initiator (Irgacure 1 84) was injected into the liquid crystal cell 144, under the condition that the mixture 
45 exhibited an isotropic liquid crystal phase at ordinary pressure. 

Then, as shown in Figure 49, the cell was irradiated with a He-Cd laser beam, while non-pixel portions 
145 were point-scanned. As shown in Figure 50, the non-pixel portions were formed of non-pixel portions 145c 
in a dot shape. 

First of all, as shown in Figure 50, the non-pixel portion 145c situated at the end of the substrate 141 was 
so irradiated with light in a spot shape, and then the other non-pixel portions 145c were scanned at a speed of 
1 mm/min. After that, the phase separation occurred between the liquid crystal and the polymer, whereby poly- 
mer walls 148 were formed in the light-irradiated regions. 

Polarizing plates were attached to the cell in the same way as in Application 39 so that each polarizing 
direction was aligned with the orientation of the cell, whereby a liquid crystal display device was obtained. 
55 in Application 40, all of the non-pixel portions 145 were irradiated with light, whereby each liquid crystal 

region is formed in each pixel. The present invention is not limited thereto. If it is desired that each liquid crystal 
region be formed in a plurality of adjacent pixels, the non-pixel portions 145 can partially be irradiated with 
light 



73 



EP 0 568 355 A2 



' Application 41 

A method for manufacturing a surface stabilized ferroelectric liquid crystal (SSFLC) display device will be 
5 described. This method includes the steps of forming an insulating film on linear electrodes provided on one 
transparent substrate and irradiating light to a portion of a mixture which is not covered with the insulating film. 
Figure 51 is a cross-sectional view showing one step of the method for manufacturing the surface stabilized 
ferroelectric liquid crystal (SSFLC) display device of Application 41. 

Linear electrodes 142 were formed on two substrates 141 in the same way as in Application 40. Then, an 
10 insulating film 146 (refractive index: 1 .4) formed of OCD (manufactured by Tokyo Ohyo Kagaku Co., Ltd.) was 
formed only on the linear electrode 142 provided on one substrate 141 . The refractive index of the linear elec- 
trode 142 was 1.5. Then, the same steps as those of Application 40 were used to form a liquid crystal cell 144. 
The same mixture as that of Application 40 was injected into the cell. 

Next, as shown in Figure 51, parallel rays (UV-rays) were irradiated through toluene in a container 149 to 
15 the substrate 141 on which the insulating film 146 was formed at an incident angle of 80°. In this case, since 
light was passed through non-pixel portions 145, the photopolymerizable compound contained in the mixture 
was cured. In pixels 147, a double structure including the linear electrode 142 and the insulating film 146 was 
formed, so that light was reflected from the interface between the linear electrode 142 and the insulating film 
146. Thus, in the pixels 147, a photosetting reaction was not conducted. Because of this, the photopolymer- 
20 izable compound was selectively cured with regularity, and phase separation occurred between the liquid crys- 
tal and the polymer, whereby polymer walls 148 were formed only in the non-pixel portions 145. In application 
41, the cell was irradiated with UV-rays at 10 mW/cm 2 for 10 minutes by using a high-pressure mercury lamp 
which can provide parallel rays. 

Polarizing plates were attached to the cell in the same way as in Application 39, whereby a liquid crystal 
25 display device was obtained. 

Tables 25 and 26 show the results obtained by measuring shock resistance, using the liquid crystal display 
devices of Applications 40 and 41. The disturbance of the liquid crystal molecules orientation was checked in 
a pressure test by applying a load of 5 kgf/cm 2 at a speed of 0.5 mm/min and in a drop test by allowing the cell 
to drop by its own weight from a height of 5 cm to a floor. 

30 

Table 25 



Results of a pressure test 




Evaluation 


Application 40 


Partial disturbance of the orientation was found in the entire region to which a pres- 
sure was applied. 


Application 41 


Partial disturbance of the orientation was found in the entire region to which a pres- 
sure was applied. 



Table 26 



45 



Drop test 




Evaluation 


Application 40 


No disturbance of the orientation was found. 


Application 41 


No disturbance of the orientation was found. 



55 



As is understood from Tables 25 and 26, the liquid crystal display devices of Applications 40 and 41 have 
satisfactory durability of their liquid crystal, and the ceil thickness can be maintained with precision. 
Hereinafter, materials and the like applicable to the present example will be described. 

(An optical source used for light irradiation) 

In the case of irradiating light over the entire surface of the substrate, a mercury lamp is used. In the case 
of irradiating light to part of the surface of the substrate, a He-Cd laser, an excimer laser, and a dye laser can 
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' be used. 

The materials described: A polymer material, A liquid crystal material, and A photopolymerization initiator 
in Example 2 can be used in the present example. 

Various other modifications will be apparent to and can be readily made by those skilled in the art without 
departing from the scope and spirit of this invention. Accordingly, it is not intended that the scope of the claims 
appended hereto be limited to the description as set forth herein, but rather that the claims be broadly con- 
strued. 



Claims 

1. A liquid crystal display device comprising: 

two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent; 
electrodes disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; 

a display medium which is provided between the two substrates and formed of polymer walls and 
liquid crystal regions partitioned by the polymer walls; and 
a plurality of pixels, 

wherein an interval a between a center of one liquid crystal region and a center of an adjacent liquid 
crystal region in a direction along a surface of the substrate is within a width of one pixel along the di- 
rection, and 80% or more of the intervals a satisfy the relationship: 3b/2 > a > b/2, where b is an average 
of the intervals a. 

2. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device having a plurality of pixels, comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a mixture containing a photopolymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material be- 
tween a pair of substrates, two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being trans- 
parent, electrodes being disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; and 

irradiating light to the mixture with a light intensity distribution in which light intensity of at least 
one portion of each pixel is 90% or less of a maximum illuminance in a circular area which corresponds 
to 10 times the pixel area and whose center is situated in a center of the pixel. 

3. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 2, wherein a photomask hav- 
ing a pattern with regularity is placed on the transparent substrate, and light is irradiated through the pho- 
tomask to the mixture provided between the substrates. 

4. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 3, wherein the pattern with 
regularity is formed on the photomask, and the pattern covers 30% or more of at least each pixel. 

5. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 3, wherein the pattern with 
regularity is formed on the photomask, a minimum repeating unit of the pattern has a size within a circle 
having a diameter in the range of 1 \im to 50 iim, and an interval between a center of one unit and a center 
of an adjacent unit is in the range of 1 ^im to 50 *im. 

6. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 2, wherein the photomask 
having a pattern with regularity is placed inside one of the substrates, and light is irradiated through the 
photomask to the mixture provided between the substrates. 

7. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 6, wherein the pattern with 
regularity is formed on the photomask, and the pattern covers 30% or more of at least each pixel. 

8. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 7, wherein the pattern with 
regularity is formed on the photomask, a minimum repeating unit of the pattern has a size within a circle 
having a diameter in the range of 1 urn to 50 ^m, and an interval between a center of one unit and a center 
of an adjacent unit is in the range of 1 urn to 50 |xm. 

9. A liquid crystal display device comprising: 

two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent, electrodes dis- 
posed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; and 

a display medium which is provided between the two substrates and formed of polymer walls con- 
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taining a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions containing liquid crystal as their main 
component; 

wherein the liquid crystal regions are partitioned by the polymer walls and are close to the sub- 
strates, portions of the liquid crystal regions close to the substrates being in parallel with the substrates. 

10. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein an orientation direction of a plurality of liquid 
crystal molecules contained in each of the liquid crystal regions is concentric along the polymer walls with- 
in a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

11. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein each of the liquid crystal regions has a plurality 
of liquid crystal domains and an orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is concentric 
along the polymer walls within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

12. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein each of the liquid crystal regions has an inside 
liquid crystal domain situated in a center thereof, a polymer region surrounding an outside of the inside 
liquid crystal domain, and a plurality of outside liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the poly- 
mer region; and the respective outside liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane 
which is in parallel with the substrates. 

13. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein the liquid crystal regions have a plurality of 
liquid crystal domains, and an orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is different within 
a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

14. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein the liquid crystal regions have a polymer re- 
gion positioned in the center thereof and a plurality of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of 
the polymer region, and the respective liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane 
which is in parallel with the substrates. 

15. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 9, comprising a plurality of pixels, wherein the liquid crys- 
tal regions are provided in at least one pixel. 

16. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 15, wherein at least one liquid crystal region contained 
in the pixel has a size of 30% or more of the pixel size. 

17. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 1 5, wherein an orientation direction of a plurality of liquid 
crystal molecules contained in each of the liquid crystal regions is concentric along the polymer walls with- 
in a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

18. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 15, wherein each of the liquid crystal regions has a plur- 
ality of liquid crystal domains, and an orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is con- 
centric along the polymer walls within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

19. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 1 5, wherein the liquid crystal regions have an inside liquid 
crystal domain positioned in a center thereof, a polymer region surrounding an outside of the inside liquid 
crystal domain, and a plurality of outside liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer 
region; and the respective outside liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane 
which is in parallel with the substrates. 

20. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 15, wherein the liquid crystal regions have a plurality of 
liquid crystal domains, and an orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is different within 
a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

21. Aliquid crystal display device according to claim 15, wherein the liquid crystal regions have a polymer 
region positioned in a center thereof and a plurality of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of 
the polymer region; and the respective liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane 
which is in parallel with the substrates. 

22. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, comprising a plurality of pixels, wherein two or more 
of the liquid crystal regions are entirely or partially provided in one pixel. 
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' 23. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 22, wherein the pixel has a longitudinal side of 200 urn 
or more. 

24. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 22, wherein an orientation direction of a plurality of liquid 
crystal molecules contained in the liquid crystal regions are concentric along the polymer walls within a 
plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

25. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 22, wherein each of the liquid crystal regions has a plur- 
ality of liquid crystal domains, and an orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is con- 
centric along the polymer walls within a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

26. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 22, wherein each of the liquid crystal domains has an 
inside liquid crystal domain positioned in a center thereof, a polymer region surrounding an outside of the 
inside liquid crystal domain, and a plurality of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside of the polymer 
region; and the respective outside liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a plane 
which is in parallel with the substrates. 

27. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 22, wherein the liquid crystal region has a plurality of 
liquid crystal domains, and an orientation direction of each of the liquid crystal domains is different within 
a plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

28. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 22, wherein each of the liquid crystal regions has a poly- 
mer region positioned in a center thereof and a plurality of liquid crystal domains surrounding an outside 
of the polymer region, and the respective liquid crystal domains are aligned in a radial manner within a 
plane which is in parallel with the substrates. 

29. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein a plurality of liquid crystal molecules contained 
in each of the liquid crystal regions are aligned in a helical manner along a helical axis which is vertical 
with respect to the substrates. 

30. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 29, wherein the plurality of liquid crystal molecules con- 
tained in each of the liquid crystal regions are provided with a helical pitch of 15 urn to 100 urn. 

31. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein d x A n is in the range of 0.4 urn to 1.1 nm; 
and a distance between the substrates is in the range of 3 \um to 10 ^m, where d is a thickness between 
horizontal portions in each of the liquid crystal regions and A n is anisotropy of refractive index thereof. 

32. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein the display medium has a structure in which 
a liquid crystalline compound is fixed in the vicinity of an interface between the liquid crystal region and 
the polymer wall. 

33. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 32, wherein anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae L of the 
liquid crystal region and anisotropy of dielectric constant As P of the liquid crystalline compound have a 
relationship of A^ x Aep < 0. 

34. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 32, wherein the liquid crystalline compound has at least 
one of a fluorine atom and a chlorine atom and the liquid crystal region is formed from a liquid crystal 
material having at least one of fluorine atom and a chlorine atom in its molecule. 

35. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 34, wherein the liquid crystalline compound has an opt- 
ically active group in its molecule and the liquid crystal region is formed from ferroelectric liquid crystal. 

36. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 32, wherein the polymer walls are formed in a liquid crys- 
tal state. 

37. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 36, wherein the liquid crystal regions and the polymer 
walls contain a dichroic dye. 

38. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 32, wherein the polymer walls are formed in a liquid crys- 
tal state, and the polymer walls and the liquid crystal regions are in the same orientation when no voltage 
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is applied to the display medium. 

39. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 38, wherein at least one of the substrates has an orien- 
tation film in contact with the display medium, and the polymer walls and the liquid crystal regions are in 
the same orientation, based on the orientation film. 

40. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 39, wherein the liquid crystal regions and the polymer 
walls contain a dichroic dye. 

41. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein anisotropy of dielectric constant A6<_ of the 
liquid crystal region and anisotropy of dielectric constant As P of the liquid crystalline compound have a 
relationship of A&l x Aer < 0. 

42. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein a remaining monomer ratio obtained from in- 
frared absorption caused by a double bond between carbons in the polymer wall and infrared absorption 
caused by a carbonyl group of an ester in the polymer wall is 10% or less. 

43. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein a light-intercepting mask is placed on one of 
the substrates so that light-intercepting portions of the mask cover portions where the substrate and the 
polymer walls are in contact with each other. 

44. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 43, wherein the light-intercepting mask is placed so that 
the light-intercepting portions thereof cover 50% or more of the respective portions where the substrate 
and the polymer walls are in contact with each other. 

45. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein orientation films are respectively formed on 
the electrodes mounted on the substrates. 

46. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 45, wherein the orientation films are uniaxially aligned 
by an orientation treatment 

47. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 45, wherein at least one of the orientation films contain 
a photopolymerization initiator. 

48. A liquid crystal display device according to claim 9, wherein a polarizing plate is provided outside of at 
least one of the substrates. 

49. A met hod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device having a plurality of pixels, comprising the steps 
oft 

providing a mixture containing a photopolymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material be- 
tween a pair of substrates, two substrates feeing each other, at least one of the substrates being trans- 
parent, and electrodes being disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates, thereby forming 
a cell; and 

irradiating the mixture with light under the condition that intensity of light is reduced in predeter- 
mined portions of the mixture, thereby forming a display medium between the substrates, the display me- 
dium having polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions con- 
taining liquid crystal as their main component. 

50. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein the predeter- 
mined portions correspond to at least one pixel, whereby the liquid crystal regions are provided in at least 
one pixel. 

51. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein an area of each 
of the predetermined portions corresponds to 30% or more of each pixel area, whereby at least one liquid 
crystal region contained in the pixel is made 30% or more of the pixel area. 

52. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein means for re- 
ducing intensity of light is a photomask, and the photomask is placed on the side of the display medium 
of one of the substrates. 
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* 53. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein the mixture is 
irradiated with light through a photomask, the photomask having a plurality of masking portions for form- 
ing the liquid crystal regions and each of the masking portion having at least one light transmission hole 
at least in a center thereof, whereby liquid crystal domains are formed in a radial manner in each of the 
liquid crystal regions. 

54. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 53, using a photomask hav- 
ing masking portions for forming the liquid crystal regions, each of the masking portions having a light 
transmission hole in a center thereof and light transmission slits disposed in a radial manner around the 
transmission hole. 

55. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein the mixture is 
irradiated with light while alternating a light-irradiating period and a non light-irradiating period. 

56. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein the mixture fur- 
ther contains a compound having effects for suppressing photopolymerization. 

57. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein the display me- 
dium having walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions containing liq- 
uid crystal as their main component is formed between the substrates by irradiating light to all of the por- 
tions or part thereof excluding the pixels. 

58. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 57, wherein light which is 
irradiated to all of the portions or part thereof excluding the pixels is linear light. 

59. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 57, wherein light irradiation 
to all of the portions or part thereof excluding the pixels is conducted while spot light in a dot shape is 
moved. 

60. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein means for re- 
ducing intensity of light is an insulating film formed on the electrode of one of the substrates, and the 
display medium having walls containing a polymer as its main component and liquid crystal regions con- 
taining liquid crystal as its main component is formed between the substrates by irradiating light to the 
mixture from the side of the substrate on which the insulating film is formed. 

61. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claims 49, wherein the step of 
forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after providing the mixture on one of the sub- 
strates. 

62. A met hod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 49, wherein polarizing plates 
are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 

63. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device having a plurality of pixels, comprising the steps 
of: 

forming an orientation film containing a photopolymerization initiator on at least one of a pair of sub- 
strates, two substrates facing each other, at least one of the substrates being transparent, and electrodes 
being disposed on inside surfaces of the respective substrates; 

subjecting the substrate on which the orientation film is formed to a rubbing treatment in one di- 
rection; 

providing a mixture containing a photopolymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material be- 
tween the pair of substrates after the rubbing treatment; and 

forming a display medium having polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and 
liquid crystal regions containing liquid crystal as their main component by curing the photopolymerizable 
compound. 

64. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 63, wherein the photopoly- 
merizable compound contained in the mixture contains a liquid crystalline compound having at least one 
polymerizable functional group in its molecule. 

65. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 64, wherein a compound 
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having a polymerizable functional group, at least one of a fluorine atom and a chlorine atom in its molecule 
is used as the liquid crystalline compound, and a liquid crystal material having at least one of a fluorine 
and a chlorine atom in its molecule is used for the liquid crystal regions. 

66. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 65, wherein a compound 
having a polymerizable functional group and an optically active group in its molecule is used as the liquid 
crystalline compound, and ferroelectric liquid crystal is used for the liquid crystal regions. 

67. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 63, wherein UV-rays are 
irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal regions are to be formed become weak 
light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the photopolymerizable compound. 

68. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 67, wherein means for form- 
ing weak light-irradiated regions is a photomask, and the photomask is placed on the side of the display 
medium of one of the substrates. 

69. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claims 63, wherein the step of 
forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after providing the mixture on one of the sub- 
strates. 

70. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 63, wherein polarizing plates 
are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 

71. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device having a plurality of pixels, comprising the steps 
25 of: 

forming a thin film pattern containing a photopolymerization initiator on one surface of at least one 
of a pair of substrates, the substrates respectively having electrodes and at least one of the substrates 
being transparent; 

providing a mixture containing a polymerizable compound and a liquid crystal material between the 
30 pair of substrates, at least one of the substrates having the thin film pattern, thereby forming a cell; and 

forming a display medium between the substrates by curing the polymerizable compound, the dis- 
play medium having polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal regions 
containing liquid crystal as their main component. 

35 72. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 71, wherein the polymeri- 
zation initiator is a photopolymerization initiator, the polymerizable compound is a photopolymerizable 
compound, a photomask allowing 50% or more of the thin film pattern to be exposed is placed outside 
of one of the substrates, and light is irradiated to the photopolymerizable initiator and the photopolymer- 
izable compound through the photomask to cure the photopolymerizable compound. 
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73. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 72, wherein the photopoly- 
merizable compound contained in the mixture contains a liquid crystalline compound having at least one 
kind of polymerizable functional group at its molecule. 

74. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display medium according to claim 73, wherein a compound 
having a polymerizable functional group, and at least one of a fluorine atom and a chlorine atom in its mol- 
ecule is used as the liquid crystalline compound; and a liquid crystal material having at least one of a flu- 
orine atom and a chlorine atom in its molecule is used for the liquid crystal regions. 

75. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 73, wherein a compound 
having a polymerizable functional group and an optically active group in its molecule is used as the liquid 
crystalline compound and ferroelectric liquid crystal is used for the liquid crystal regions. 



76. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 71, wherein UV-rays are 
irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal regions are to be formed become weak 

55 light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the polymerizable compound. 

77. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 71, wherein the polymeri- 
zation initiator is a heat polymerization initiator, the polymerizable compound is a heat polymerizable com- 
pound, and the heat polymerization initiator and the mixture are heated to cure the heat polymerizable 
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compound. 

78. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claims 71, wherein the step of 
forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after providing the mixture on one of the sub- 
strates. 

79. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 71 , wherein polarizing plates 
are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 

80. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device having a plurality of pixels, comprising the steps 
of: 

providing a mixture between a pair of substrates facing each other, thereby forming a cell, at least 
one of the substrates being transparent, electrodes being disposed on inside surfaces on the respective 
substrates, the mixture containing a liquid crystal material, a polymerizable liquid crystalline material hav- 
ing a liquid crystalline functional group in its molecule, a polymerizable compound, and a polymerization 
initiator, anisotropy of dielectric constant Ae L of the liquid crystal material and anisotropy of dielectric con- 
stant Asp of the polymerizable liquid crystalline material having a relationship of As L x As P < 0, and 

forming a display medium between the substrates by polymerizing the polymerizable compound, 
the display medium having polymer walls containing a polymer as their main component and liquid crystal 
regions containing liquid crystal as their main component, providing the liquid crystalline functional groups 
in the liquid crystal regions to fix a liquid crystalline polymer on the polymer wails. 

81. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 80, wherein the polymeriz- 
able compound is a photopolymerizable compound, the polymerization initiator is a photopolymerization 
initiator, and the polymerizable compound is optically polymerized. 

82. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 81, wherein UV-rays are 
irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal regions are to be formed become weak 
light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the mixture. 

83. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 82, wherein means for form- 
ing the weak light-irradiated regions is a photomask, and the photomask is placed on the side of the dis- 
play medium of one of the substrates. 

84. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 80, wherein the polymeriz- 
able compound is a heat polymerizable compound, the polymerization initiator is a heat polymerization 
initiator, and the polymerizable compound is polymerized by heating. 

85. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 80, wherein a compound 
having at least one of a fluorine atom and a chlorine atom in its molecule is used as the liquid crystal ma- 
terial and the polymerizable liquid crystalline material. 

86. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claims 80, wherein the step of 
forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after providing the mixture on one of the sub- 
strates. 

87. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 80, wherein the step of form- 
ing a cell comprises the steps of: 

coating the mixture onto one of the substrates, the mixture further containing a solvent capable of 
homogeneously dissolving the liquid crystal material and the polymerizable liquid crystalline material; 

removing the solvent from the mixture coated onto one of the substrates by evaporation to provide 
the liquid crystalline functional groups in the liquid crystal regions, thereby fixing a liquid crystalline com- 
pound on the polymer walls; and 

placing the other substrate on the substrate on which the mixture is coated. 

88. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 80, wherein polarizing plates 
are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 

89. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device having a plurality of pixels, comprising the steps 
of: 
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providing a mixture between a pair of substrates facing each other, thereby forming a cell, at least 
one of the substrates being transparent, electrodes being disposed on inside surfaces of the respective 
substrates, the mixture containing a liquid crystal material, a photopolymerizable compound, a photopo- 
lymerization initiator, and a radical generating agent; 

irradiating light to the mixture to cause a phase separation, thereby obtaining a state in which liquid 
crystal regions are dispersed in the polymer walls; and 

thermally decomposing the radical generating agent by heating the display medium. 

90. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 89, wherein UV-rays are 
irradiated to the mixture so that portions where the liquid crystal regions are to be formed become weak 
light-irradiated regions, thereby optically polymerizing the polymerizabie compound. 

91. Amethod for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 90, wherein means for form- 
ing the weak light-irradiated regions is a photomask, and the photomask is placed on the side of the dis- 
play medium of one of the substrates. 

92. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 89, wherein a liquid crystal 
material of at least one of a fluorine type and chlorine type is used as the liquid crystal material. 

93. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 89, wherein the photopoly- 
merizable compound contains a photopolymerizable liquid crystal compound. 

94. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claims 89, wherein the step of 
forming a cell is conducted by attaching the two substrates after providing the mixture on one of the sub- 
strates. 

95. A method for manufacturing a liquid crystal display device according to claim 89, wherein polarizing plates 
are formed on external surfaces of the two substrates. 
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